Israeli-Arab MK awaits Iraqi reply 

■AMMAN (R) — An IsracB Arab member of Kncssci (MK) waited 

m Jordan on Saturday for Iraq to let him and a delegation of fellow 
Israelis visit Baghdad Talab A] Sanaa, who represents the Arab 
iJcmoc rafac Part y in the Knesset, told Renters be wanted to visit 
-yaq to express solidarity with the Iraqi people impoverished by 
tour years of Golf crisis sanctions- “We are here in Jordan making 
tnpiomanc contacts to get a positive reply from Iraq to our patty’s 
TC<pe ^w r a v ® t the opposition of the Israeli govem- 

® ana * “There is a U.N, embargo decision which 
at tttis stage, and in these amdhions, is unfair. It is our moral duty 
to express solidarity with the Iraqi people," he added. He refused 
to elaborate on the nature of the contacts. Iraqi embassy officials 
ip A mm a n d e clined any comment- Iraq and Israel have vehement- 
ly denied reports that they have had secret contacts on opening a 
dialogue on future ties. Party leader Abdul Wahab A1 Darawsheh 
sen* Iraq a letter via its U.N. mission in New York last month 
asking if party members, dignitaries and Iraqi-born Israeli Jews 
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Al Hassan meets 
. with Arab League 
chief 

jteW YORK (Petra) — 
Minister of State for Foreign 
Affairs Talal Al Hassan 
Saturday met with Arab 
League Secretary General 
Jataat Abdul Meguid and ex- 
changed with him views on 
uSues to be discussed by the 
Arab foreign ministers in 
their meetings to be held in 
Cairo on Oct. 1. The meeting 
was - attended by Jordan's 
Permanent Representative at 
tfie United Nations Adnan 
Abu Odeh, his deputy Fuad 
Al-Batayneh and Arab 
League Representative at the 
U.-N: Mahmoud Abul Naser. 
Mr. Hassan arrived in New 
Ydrk Thursday to bead the 
Jordanian delegation at die 
meetings of the 19th session 
frf'thc U.N. Genera] Secre- 
tariat. 

S fria rejects 
olan referendum 

DAMASCUS (AP) — Syria 
said Saturday a proposed re- 
- ferendum to determine if 
Israel should withdraw from 
the Golan Heights would 
le$d~ to a new impasse in 
jreace negotiations. ’Talking 
about a referendum is a new 
fnfeans to plunge the peace 
process into a new maze,” 
the government daily Al 
Tfiawra said in an editorial. 
“It is a blatant defiance of the 
whole world when Israel links 
U.N. Security Council re- 
solutions to the Israelis’ de- 
sire to withdraw or not.” 
Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin has pledged to 
submit a land-fo r-peaee deal 
-to a referendum. Polls show 
that while most Israelis 
favour a compromise, a solid 


Two Iraqi officers 
killed in blast’ 

AMMAN (AFP) — Two In- 
qi officers were killed and 12 
soldiers wounded in an explo- 
sion in Baghdad earlier this 
month which may have been 
a! deliberate attack, Iraqi 
opposition parties said in a 
statement received here 
Saturday. The Iraqi National 
Congress (INC), which 
groups several opposition 
parties, said a grenade had 
exploded during intelligence 
services training session sup- 
posed to have been carried 
put-with mock grenades. The 
intelligence unit’s comman- 
der, Haitham Zubeidi, was 
one of those killed in the 
explosion which happened at 
a military college in die capit- 
al on Sept. 8, the INC state- 
ment said. 

Iranian forces 
Stage manoeuvres 
near Tehran 

NICOSIA (AP) — Iranian 
special forces and other milit- 
ary' units tacked by armed 
helicopters launched a five- 
day military exercise Satur- 
day near Tehran, Iran's state- 
run ■ radio reported. The 
broadcast said the “oper- 
ational and training exercise” 
was held near the Amir Kabir 
Dam in outside Karaj, about 
25, 40 kilometres west of the 
Iranian capital. Hie radio 
s&d -some 2,000 commandos, 
iriong with amphibious units 
and helicopters, were taking 
part in die exercise. 

Airbus In steep, 
dive over Orly 

PARIS (R) — An Airbus 
A310 jet of die Romanian 
airline Tarom tumbled into a 
brief steep dive near Paris’ 
Qrty airport on Saturday be- 
fore the pilot managed to 
regain control and make a 
normal landing, eye- 
witnesses said. Airport offi- 
cials said there was no dam- 
age to the plane, carrying” 173 
passengers and 11 crew, 
which landed at Orly on a 
flight from Bucharest at ab- 
out one p.m. (llOp GMT). 
.‘Everybody was scared. We 
thought the plane was going 
to crash on the town. Every- 
body was shouting” Luaen 
La Grante, mayor of the 
nearby town of Vflleneuve ; 
■St. Georges, told Fraoce-Info ; 
radio. 


Abdul Meguid ready to 
seek Arab reconciliation 
if Iraq meets condition 


CAIRO (Agencies) — The 
head of the Arab League said 
in an interview published 
Saturday he would be w illing 
to visit Baghdad to work for 
reconciling Iraq with other 
Arab states but only after 
specific steps by the Iraqi 
government. 

Arab League Secretary- 
General Esmat Abdnl 
Meguid said he first wanted 
assurances his trip would lead 
to Iraq freeing Kuwaiti pris- 
oners of war (PoWs). Kuwait 
says more than 600 Kuwaitis 
are still missing after Iraq’s 
1990 invasion of Kuwait. 

“I am ready to go to Iraq to 
take some of those PoWs out 
with me,” he told die govern- 
ment daily Al Akhbar. “I am 
... saying that we hope Iraq 
will take a humanitarian in- 
itiative soon regardless of 
other conditions. 

“I will go immediately to 
visit Baghdad if I can guaran- 
tee any of this,” he added. 

Dr. Abdul-Meguid’s com- 
ments follow reports — and 
denials — of an Egyptian 
effort to end die split be- 
tween Iraqi President Sad- 
dam Hussein and other Arab 
leaders. 

Earlier this week. Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak repe- 
ated his denial that he was 
trying to mediate between 
Iraq and Gulf states such as 
Kuwait and Saudi Arabia. 
Iraq bad spread the rumor of 
a mediation effort, Mr. 
Mubarak said. 

The split among Arab 
states — between those that 
backed Iraq in the Gulf war 
and those who supported the 
U.S.-ied coalition which 
liberated Kuwait — is still 
bitter three years later. 

Dr. Abdul Meguid, a 



Esmat Abdnl Meguid 

veteran Egyptian diplomat, 
was asked in the Al Akhbar 
interview if he was uneasy 
about visiting Baghdad to 
push for Iraq’s recognition of 
Kuwait’s sovereignty and its 
borders. 

“I am Dot at all uneasy 
about a visit... I said that I 
am ready to visit Iraq if this 
trip will achieve the wanted 
result,” he replied. 

He then brought up the 
issue of Kuwaiti Pom and 
noted that European prison- 
ers bad been freed by Iraq 
after ‘‘high-level contacts 
with some foreign personali- 
ties'.’* 

Dr. Abdul Meguid urgtjd 
Iraq to accept all U.N. Secur- 
ity Council resolutions on the 
Gulf war as a step towards 


“I believe this is in Iraq's 
interest because it is in its 
interest that the embargo 
would be lifted as soon as 
possible,” he said. 


Arafat to press Rabin 
on Palestinian elections 


GAZA (Agencies) — 
Palestinian officials said on 
Saturday their self-rule au- 
thority wanted elections held 
in the Gaza Strip and the 
West Bank on Nov. 1 and this 
issue would dominate talks 
on Sunday between Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) Chairman Yasser 
Arafat and Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin. 

The Palestinians say the 
elections will be for a body 
with power to pass laws as 
well as run day to day life in 
the self-rule areas. 

“Palestinians have set a 
target date for elections on 
Nov. 1 and the Israelis are 
trying to delay this.” said 
Abdul Aziz Haj Ahmad, 
communications head in the 
Palestinian National Author- 
ity (PNA), after its weekly 
session in Gaza. 

Israel says the elections 
have been delayed because 
the Palestinians are deman- 
ding the elected body has 
sovereignty which goes 
beyond the secret deal 
reached by the two sides in 
Oslo last year. 

In the meeting with Mr. 
Rabin, Mr. Arafat will insist 
that elections be held as 
quickly as possible, said 
members of the PNA that 
now runs the autonomous 
areas. 

"We will tell Rabin that 
the Palestinian intention is to 
bold elections in November 
this year,” Zakaria A] Agha, 
the bousing minister, told re- 
porters after the weekly ses- 
sion. 

The Palestinians want a 
100-member body with full 
legislative powers, while the 
Israelis say only a smaller 
council with executive func- 
tions is permitted under the 
autonomy accord. 

The Palestinians have ac- 
cused Israel of using the dis- 
pute over the elections as a 
ploy to stall on troop rede- 
ployment in the West Bank. 

“Palestinian elections are 
going to be an issue of high 


priority. They will top the 
agenda of the talks with Mr. 
Rabin tomorrow,” local gov- 
ernment head Saeb Erekat 
said. 

Palestinian and Israeli offi- 
cials said the Rabin- Arafat 
talks would take place at 10 
a.m. (0800 GMT) at the Erez 
crossing between the Gaza 
Strip and Israel. 

“We hope the meeting 
tomorrow will produce 
genuine results because if the 
Israelis continue trying to ob- 
struct elections, I think Mr. 
Rabin is putting the whole 
(peace) agreement in jeopar- 
dy,” Dr. Erekat added. 

Israel withdrew from most 
of the Gaza Strip and from 
the West Bank enclave of 
Jericho in May, handing 
them over to the PLO. 

Under the Israeli-PLO 
peace accord signed in 
Washington a year ago, elec- 
tions were due to take place 
in the self-rule areas and in 
the rest of the West Bank last 
July. 

Dr. Erekat accused Israel 
of placing bureaucratic obsta- 
cles in the path of Palestinian 
elections. 

"They (the Israelis) have 
not handed us population re- 
cords, they are not allowing 
us to conduct surveys, to 
divide districts and now they 
are threatening if we open 
regional election offices to 
dose them,” he said. 

He said Mr. Arafat had 
sent letters to U-S. President 
Bill Clinton, Russian Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsin and the 
prime ministers of 16 Euro- 
pean countries and Japan "in 
which he explains to them 
obstacles facing us and urges 
them to help with elections.” 

Israeli Deputy Foreign 
Minister Yossi Beilin told ■ 
Israel Television: “The prob- 
lem is that Palestinians are 
making demands which ex- 
ceed Oslo including the elec- 
tion of a large number of 
people in the framework of a * 
legislature and not in the 
framework of a council as we 


agreed.” 

Dr. Erekat rejected this. 

"The DoP (declaration of 
principles signed in Washing- 
ton last September) specifies 
very dearly that the Palesti- 
nian council will have a leg- 
islative and executive nature, 
so we are not inventing 
things,” he said. 

.Israel wants to transfer 
control of health, social, wel- 
fare, taxation and tourism in 
all of the West Bank to the 
PLO before elections are 
held, but says it needs assur- 
ances that funds are available 
to cover costs. 

Dr. 'Erekat said: "We can 
have negotiations and elec- 
tions and (Israeli troop) rede- 
ployment all at once so we 
can reach the election date 
before the end of this year.” 

He said tbe PLO and Israel 
were doe to resume self-rule 
talks on Wednesday at a loca- 
tion yet to be announced. 

Israeli officials have denied 
allegations of foot-dragging, 
although Israeli Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres re- 
portedly favours a faster pace 
than Mr. Rabin in planning 
elections and redeploying 
troops. 

Israeli media reports have 
said Mr. Rabin and his key 
military advisers are in no 
rush to redeploy, fearing the 
pullout would heighten the 
risk of confrontation between 
Palestinian militants and Jew- 
ish settlers. 

Some 120,000 West Bank 
settlers live in the West 
Bank, and tbe army chief of 
staff, Ebud Barak, has said 
protecting them in phase two 
of autonomy would be a very 
difficult task. 

In the meeting with Mr. 
Arafat, Mr. Rabin is ex- 
pected to demand that 
Palestinian police in the 
autonomous areas do more to 
catch and disarm militants 
opposed to the peace accord. 
Members of the Hamas and 
Islamic Jihad groups have 
said they would continue 
attacking Israeli^ 


Crown Prince returns home; will 
address U.N. assembly next week 


Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Amr Mussa, also in an inter- 
view published Saturday, cal- 
led reconciliation with Iraq 
“inevitable” but said Iraq 
would first have to recognise 
Kuwait within internationally 
accepted borders. 

Mr. Musa said the U.N. 
sanctions against-Iraq, which 
indude blocking the sale of 
Iraqi oil, should be ended 
since they were causing se- 
vere problems for Iraq’s peo- 
ple. But he blamed the Iraqi 
government for the con- 
tinued sanctions. 

“The Iraqi regime is re- 
sponsible for the continua- 
tion of punishment that is 
hurting the Iraqi people,” he 
told the government daily Al 

Ah ram 

Iraqi Trade Minister 
Mahdi Saleh said in remarks 
published in Qatar Saturday 
Iraq’s trade partners have 
lost almost $64 billion as a 
result of the four-year U.N. 
embargo on Baghdad. 

“These countries have in 
the last four years lost nearly 
S64 billion, representing the 
value of their trade with 
Iraq,” Mr. Saleh was quoted 
as saying by the Al Raya 
daily. 

He complained that “trade 
agreements between Iraq and 
several countries remained 
frozen.” 

Mr. Saleh denounced the 
embargo as unjust and con- 
trary to international law. 

In April Mr. Saleh said 
that Iraq’s suppliers had lost 
$55 billion because of the 
U.N. embargo which bans all 
trade with Iraq except food 
and medicine. 

The sanctions were ex- 
tended for another two 
months on Sept. 14. 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan returned 
home late Saturday after a 
working visit to the United 
Kingdom and a severai-day 
private visit to France. 

Prince Hassan, who was 
accompanied by Her Royal 
Highness Princess Sarvath, 
was received by His 
Majesty King Hossetu, 
Royal family members. 
Prime Minister Abdnl 
Sal am Majali, Royal Court 
Chief Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker, Chief Chamberlain 
Prince Ra'd Ben Zeid, the 
King’s advisors, the Crown 
Prince's advisor and senior 
government and army offi- 
cials. 

In an arrival statement. 
Prince Hassan told Jordan 
Television that he would 
have a “programmed” 
meeting with tbe American 
leadership to discuss setting 
up an American-Jordanian 
joint committee. 

The Crown Prince, who 
will deliver Jordan's 



His Majesty King Hussein on Saturday receives His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan, who returned home after a 
working visit to Britain and a private visit to France (Petra 
photo) 


address at the United Na- 
-tions General Assembly 
meeting next week, said 
work on setting up this 
committee could be tbe 
focal point in his talks in 
tbe U.S. 

Asked about the content 
of his next address at the 
U.N. since his address last 
year dealt with Islam and 
the way the West and the 


world view it. Prince Has- 
san sairir 

“I think that in the mid- 
dle of next month there is 
an important date — which 
is evamining the degree of 
commitment of the interna- 
tional community towards 
tbe issue of Bosnia. 

T think that when talk- 
ing about tiie view towards 
Islam and Muslims, we 


have to take into considera- 
tion, as we prepare for the 
Islamic summit in the be- 
ginning of next year, a host 
of issues, the most imn^- 
tant amongst which .o dis- 
tinguishing between ex- 
tremism on tbe one hand 
and what is called fun- 
damentalism on the 
other.... I think that the 
tolerant Islamic religion 
and the international 
tendency to understand 
Islam is really a fun- 
damental part of our meet- 
ing at the U.N., and later at 
the Islamic s ummi t.” 
“Regarding the U.N. 
meeting at this time, I think 
that talks will focus on the 
50th anniversary of estab- 
lishing the U.N., the 
southern- As an inclination 
for representation in inter- 
national issues, tiie issues 
of security, the Security 
Council and its mem- 
bership. These issues will 
be under discussion in this 
session,” Prince Hassan 


Perry, Shalikashvili visit Haiti 


PORT-AU-PRINCE (Agen- 
cies) — U.S. Defence Secret- 
ary William Perry and Gener- 
al John Shalikashvili, chair- 
man of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, arrived here Saturday 
to review the U.S. mOitaiy 
operation to restore demo- 
cracy in Haiti. 

They landed at the Port- 
au-Prince international air- 
port in a U.S. military air- 
craft. 

Mr. Perry and Gen. Shali- 
kashvili were to visit the U.S. 
troops taking part in Opera- 
tion Uphold Democracy in 
the capital and Cap Haitien 
but will not meet with Hai- 
tian army chief General 
Raoul Cedras, said U.S. 
embassy spokesman Stanley 
Schrager. 

They were due to return to 
the United States at tbe end 
of the day. 

"The U.S. forces are here 
as friends and not as invad- 
ers,” Mr. Perry said in a brief 
statement at tbe airport. 

As Mr. Perry arrived, hun- 
dreds of Aristide supporters 
staged a demonstration in the 
Port-au-Prince harbour area, 
calling for Gen. Cedras to 
leave the country. 


Gen. Cedras has agreed to 
step down in a last-minute 
deal reached last Sunday to 
avert a military invasion but 
has said he will stay in Haiti. 

Haitian police, apparently 
responding to orders from 
U.S. military commanders to 
stop beating civilians after a 
man was dabbed to death 
Tuesday, did not intervene in 
the demonstration. 

Dr. Perry and Gen. Shali- 
kashvili were scheduled to 
have lunch with troops 
aboard the aircraft earner 
America lying offshore in tbe 
Caribbean and then visit 
Marines in Cap Haitien. 

Close to 9,000 U.S. troops 
have landed in Haiti since 
Monday under an agreement 
with the country’s de facto 
rulers that they would step 
down byn Oct. 15 to avoid an 
invasion ordered by Presi- 
dent Clinton. 

’ Mr. Perry said he was 
meeting with officers of other 
nations that have agreed to 
join the operation. A U.S. 
military spokesman did not 
know which countries the 
officers were from. 

"The multinational team is ' 
now beginning to assemble. 


that is crucial 'to the long- 
term effort of restoring peace 
and stability and rebuilding 
tbe eoonomy of Haiti,” Mr. 
Perry said. 

While U.S. officials call the 
military operation a multina- 
tional forcy, so far there are 
only American troops and 
Mr. Clinton said Saturday' 
that the full U.S. contingent 
of 14,000 poops will soon be 
stationed in Haiti. 

Thousands of Haitians con- 
tinued to gather outride the 
Port-au-Prince airport to 
watch the American troops 
who have occupied the air- 
field as their main camp site. 

The happy crowd . turned 
the airport road into a street 
festival with food stands and 
traffic jams. 

Convoys of armoured 
jeep drove past huge crowds 
and along the main streets of 
the Haitian capital of 1.5 
million people. 

American forces expanded 
their presence Friday with 
the beginning of armoured 
military police patrols as 
growing crowds of Haitians, 
seeing an end to three years ■ 
of brutal repression, came 
out in thousands to celebrate 


die soldiers' ai rival. 

Tbe commander of the 
U.S. troops ir. Haiti, Hugh 
Shelton, met Gen. Cedras for 
a second time Friday to dis- 
cuss the transfer of power in 
which Gen. Cedras will step 
down and allow President 
Jean trtrand Aristide to re- 
turn ~ jm exile in the United 
States. 

U.S. military presence 
has wrought out in forces 
mar Aristide supporters 
who ! ast week would have 
been i hiding. 

Sir. e the bloody coup 
whief toppled Mr. Aristide, 
the ; ~mhst Catholic priest 
elect . in a landslide, over 
3,00i ■ ople are estimated to 
bav 1 en killed, many of 


rou America,” 
■aved by ecstatic 
sorters. 

•l the death 
.d another. The 
rs, some bolding 
ers, a symbol of 
de, chanted “we 
•tide” as they waved 


braGt.uw3 in the air. 


PNA says it wants to 
take over holy sites 


GAZA (R) — The Palesti- 
nian self-rule authority said 
Saturday it would take over 
funding of Muslim holy sites 
in the Gaza Strip and West 
Bank, including Jerusalem, 
from next month. 

Speaking after tbe weekly 
meeting of the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) in 
Gaza, Palestinian officials 
said the authority from Octo- 
ber would run and finance 
tbe Waqf, or Islamic council, 
currently paid for by Jordan. 

"The cabinet has decided 
that all employees of the Isla- 
mic Waqf will come under 
the jurisdiction of the Palesti- 
nian Waqf ministry as of Oct. 
1,” Al Tayeb Abdul Rahim, 
general secretary of PNA,” 
told Reuters. 

“The Palestinian authority 
will be committed to provid- 
ing them with all the rights 
and will pay their salaries.” 

The Waqf, which has some 
2,000 employees in die West 
Bank and Gaza Strip, is re- 
sponsible for all Muslim holy 
shrines, including the Dome 
of the Rock and Al Aqsa in 
East Jerusalem, considered 
Islam’s third holiest site. 

Jordan historically has 
been responsible for mainte- 
nance and administration of 
the holy sites, and this role 
was recognised by Israel for 
the first time in July when tbe 
two states signed a prelimin- 
ary peace accord. 

The Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) has said 
the IsraeH-Jordanian accord 


■reduces chances that Palesti- 
nians will eventually gain 
political sovereignty over 
Arab East Jerusalem, which 
they want as tbe future capit- 
al of a Palestinian state. 

Mohammad Zuhdi Al 
Nashashibi, who holds the 
finance portfolio in the self- 
rule authority, said the 
Palestinians were now ready 
to take over the Waqf. 

“We will carry out our 
responsibilities in the Islamic 
Waqf because this is our 
right,” he said. “We will take 
all the necessary measures to 
ensure that Waqf employees 
will come under the Palesti- 
nian Waqf ministry.'’ 

Palestinian security offi- 
cials in Jericho interrogated 
an Arab employee of the 
Israeli “civil administration” 
on suspicion that he was an 
agent for Jordanian intelli- 
gence, Palestinian and Israeli 
sources said on Saturday. 

They said Palestinian 
security men detained 
Mohammad Nasser, an offi- 
cial in the Israeli “civil admi- 
nistration" in the occupied 
West Bank, as he entered 
Jericho from Jordan on Fri-, 
day. 

Nasser was questioned for 
several hours for allegedly 
trying to set up a pro- 
Jordanian lobby in tbe West 
Bank to work against the 
Palestinian self-rule author- 
ity, the sources said. 

The Palestinian security 
service informed Israeli au- 
thorities of the development. 


The visit of 

Malaysian trade delegation 
to Jordan 
Sept. 29 - Oct. 3 

A trade delegation from Malaysia will be visiting Jordan 
from Sept. 29 - Oct 3 1994. Members of the delegation 
are interested to meet Jordanian businessmen/ 
entrepreneurs to discuss the possibilities of cooperation in 
the following areas; 

1. Coopera tion hi the service industries indoding banking. 


- so* and consultancy services. 

2. Joint-ventures in property development, construction, 
mining, hotels and resorts development. 

3. Trading. 

4. Import of Malaysian products into Jordan hn-lmW 
foodstuff, robber products, plastic products. Umber 

Products, fnrnitnre, electronic and electrical products, 
office equipment, textile, household products, ceramic 
tiles, palm cfl and pabn o3 products, iron and steel 
products, water treatment system and petroleum 

A programme is being arranged for the members of 
delegation to meet their counterparts from 0930-i2m 
hours on Sunday, Oct 2, ‘at Al Mukhtar Room inter Cnn 
Oriental Hotel, Amman. 

Jordanian businessmen/entrepreneurs who are interested 
in the above 1 are requested to make appointment kT, 
contacting any one of the foliowing: Dy 

The Honorary Consulate of Malaysia 
Shmefeani 

Amman 

TeL: 672086 
Fax 672088 

Contact: Miss Salwa, Miss Nadia 
note flat working boors are from 
Saturday - Thursday. 09:00-14:00 hrs) 

OK 

MA TRADE Business Center 
Inter. Continental Hotel 

Amman. I 

TeL: 615828, 615829 i 

Fax 615836 I 

Contact: Mr. AbdnDah Sard Baharin 1 

(The secretariat win be operating from SqpL21 . re. i 
1994 ' J vi. | 

from 0830-17:09 hra). i 


Middle East News 



Egyptian paper argues for invading Sudan 


CAIRO (R) — An Egyptian 
state newspaper said on 
Saturday that an Egyptian 
invasion of Sudan to over- 
throw the Khartoum govern- 
ment would be fully justified. 

Ibrahim Saada, editor-in- 
chief of the weekly newspap- 
er Akhbar A1 Youm, wrote 
in a front-page editorial that 
the Sudanese government 
had done much more against 
Egypt than the Haitian gov- 
ernment had ever done 
r.^.lnsr ire United States. 


~r.c rime had come for 
Egypt to call Sudanese rulers 
to 'aceoar.i for their alleged 
misdeeds, rather than adopt- 
ing the current policy of 
treating t'rem with indulg- 
ence, he aided. 

“The Egyptian people 
have tolerated from the oil- 
ers o? Sudan behaviour which 
T do not believe can be 
ignored ... it W2S *■ «?h lime 
long ago that they v.-ere re- 
sponsible for it," h. said. 

“If the big neighbour, the 
United States, rushed 'o save 
the peole of Haiti from their 
corrupt rulers, it is Egypt’s 
right to follow the example 
and strike hard to toople the 
Sudanese government to save 
its people and at the same 
time avenge insult directed 
at Egypt and the Egyptian 
people." he added. 

“We have had enough in- 
sults, plotting and isclence 
from these dwarfs. They 


should not understand that 
Egypt’s tolerance towards the 
crimes and sins of the small is 
(a sign of) weakness or impo- 
tence,” he said. 

Mr. Saada gave a long list 
of alleged anti-Egyptian acts 
by the Khartoum government 
— -expelling an educational 
mission, stealing the mem- 
bers’ possessions, impound- 
ing an Egyptian strip and 
bolding the passengers hos- 
tage, claiming the Halaib 
triangle on the border and 
training militants for acts of 
violence in Egypt. 

In an interview published 


on Thursday, Egyptian Presi- 
dent Hosrri Mubarak said he 
■still had no plans to take part 
in a war of words with die 
Sudanese government. 

Foreign Minister Amr 
Musa, in an interview in the 
government newspaper A! 
Ahram on Saturday, said he 
still had no plans to take part 
in a war of words with the 
Sudanese government. 

Foreign Minister Amr 
Musa, in an interview in the 
government newspaper Ai 
Ahram on Saturday, said be 
expected to meet Sudanese 
Foreign Minister Hussein 
Suleiman Abu Saleh during 
the U.N. General Assembly 
in New York within a few 
days. 

Sudan had wanted Mr. 
Musa to make a visit to Khar- 
toum but Mr. Musa said 


Egypt refused when Sudan 
tried to block Egyptian mem- 
bership of the preferential 
trade area in East Africa. 

Mr. Musa said Egypt’s dis- 
pute with the Islamist- 
dominated government in 
Khartoum was ideological in 
origin and he singled out 
Xsiamist leader Hasan Al 
Tourabi. spiritual leader of 
the Sudanese rulers, for com- 
plicating relations with 
Egypt. 

He said there was increas- 
ing evidence that training 
camps for militants existed in 
Sudan, either with or without 
the knowledge of the 
Sudanese government. 

But be added that there 
was still a chance that his 
meeting with Mr. Abu Saleh 
and other contacts might im- 
prove relations. 

Egypt has made no sign of 
moving the diplomatic battle 
towards armed conflict, but 
the unusually strong state- 
ment by Mr. Sadah — who 
sometimes voices the govern- 
ment’s view — raises the 
level of rhetoric. 

Mr. Sadah compared 
Egypt and Sudan’s situation 
to that of the United States 
and Haiti. He wrote that 
U.S. forces stepped in to 
“overthrow a dictator reg- 
ime” and suggested Egypt 
could do the same bans 
against Sudanese leader 
Omar Hassan Al Bashir and 


Dr. Tourabi. 

“It is the right of the 
Sudanese people that Egypt 
— their big neighbour — 
follow the footsteps of the 
United States and aim painful 
blows at the regime of Al 
Bashir and Tonrabi until 
overthrowing it,” the column 
said. 


Egyptian-Sndanese rela- 
tions have worsened since the 
Gulf war when Egypt backed 
the U.S. -led coalition to 
drive Iraq from Kuwait and 
Sudan supported Iraq. 

The conflict has focused on 
Halaib — a traditional source 
of argument — and Egypt’s 
charges that the Sudan gov- 
ernment su pports militants 
trying to impose Islamic law 
on Egypt. 

Halaib, a triangle along the 
Egyptian-Sndanese border, 
was defined within Egypt’s 
territory under an 1899 Brit- 
ish treaty, but Egypt gave 
administrative control to 
Sudan. The latest argument 
started in 1991 when Sudan 
sought to lease oil rights in 
die Red Sea Halaib to a 

PjinatKan firm. 

Lately, the argument has 
grown to include charges by 


and beaten in each others 
capitals. Egypt also claims 
Sudan is seizing Egyptian 
property in Khartoum. 


Egypt to mediate between Algeria, Morocco 


nected with the wave of (reli- 
gious) extremism in North 
Africa, particularly in Alger- 
ia.” After two Spanish tour- 
ists died in the bombing of a 
hotel in Marrakesh in August 
Morocco imposed visa res- 
trictions on Algerian citizens 
entering the country. Algeria 
responded by closing its land 
border with the kingdom. 
Morocco later implicated the 
Aglerian security services in 
the bombing — a charge flat- 
ly denied by Algeria. 


a double standard in its fore- 
ign policy. 

Egypt and Iran worked 
together closely at the U.N. 


Cairo earlier this month, giv- 
ing rise to speculation that 
relations could be on die 


agreement on Iranian mat- 
ters,” be added. 

He said Iran was free to 
criticise the pea* process be- 
tween Israel and its Arab 
neighbours but it had no right 
to tell Arab countries how to 
rale themselves or what poK- 


But the Paris newspaper 
Le Figaro then published an 


Iran policy duplicitous. 


Mr. Musa also said Egypt 
and Iran will remain at odds 
until Iran deals straight with 
Egypt and other Arab coun- 
tries. 

Mr. Musa said Iran bad 
been two-faced and had used 


interview in which Iranian 
President All Akbar Rafsan- 
jani said Iran would never 
have diplomatic relations 
with Egypt 

Mr. Musa said the Iranian 
delegation leader in Cairo 
told him the interview took 
place before the conference. 

“But all this in my opinion 
does not hide the fact that 
there is a duplicity in Iran’s 


positions, which makes it dif- 
ficult to reach an understand- 
ing and a stable and constant 


ties to adopt. 

“All the differences of 
opinion can be discussed 
without imposing any precon- 
ception,” he added. “As long 
as this is the picture, as long 
as tihe double standard in 
Iranian policy remains, we 
are not in a bony on this. We 
will wait.” 

Iran should also reconsider 
some of the policies towards 
Gulf Arab states “to put the 
equation straight,” he said. 

Egypt supports the United 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Germany fears Abu Nidal attacks 


HAMBURG (AFP) — German authorities fear the 
Palestinian group led by Abu Nidal may be poised to cany 
out a string of attacks on Jewish interest in Germany, two 
weeklies, Der Spiegel and Focus, reported Saturday. 
According to a report in Monday’s edition of Der Spiegel, 
security forces have evidence of attacks being planned on 
Jewish and Israeli institutions. German criminal investiga- 
tion authorities (BKA) uncovered a fortnight ago corres- 
pondence from Abu Nidal indicating when and where the 
attacks would take place. The BKA told Der Spiegel the 
group wants to “strike on the day of a Jewish festival.” The 
coming week sees the Jewish feast of ta hematics. Focus 
quoted the BKA as saying the group was plotting an attack 
on an El Al airlines plane flying from Berlin to Tel Aviv on 
Sunday. Security at Bertm-Schoenefeld airport was accor- 
dingly stepped up. 


Iran urges observers for Tajikistan 


NICOSIA (R) — Iran has urged the United Nations to 
send military observers to Tajikistan to monitor an 
agreement on a provisional ceasefire reached in Tehran 
between the Tajikistan government and opposition fight- 
ers. The Iranian news agency IRNA said on Saturday the 


call was made in a letter sent on Sept. 21 by Foreign 
Minister All Akbar Velayati to U.N. Secretary General 
Boutros Ghali. “I am pleased to announce that the political 
consultations in Tehran were quite fruitful and paved the 
way for the success of efforts aimed at peaceful resolution 
of crisis and establishment of durable peace in Tajikistan,” 
the letter said. “In light of the sensitivity and importance of 
early restoration of peace and security to' Tajikistan, I 
would hope to soon witness the dispatch of United Nations 
observers,” it said. 


One killed, 13 injured in Turkish blast 


ANKARA (AFP) — One person was killed and 13 injured 
in a bomb blast at Mersin on Turkey’s Mediterranean 
coast, police said Saturday. The device went off late Friday 
some SO metres from the town's main square where about 
15,000 people had gathered to attend a concert. Police said 
the fragmentation bomb had been equipped with a timer 
device. It had been concealed in a cola drinks dispenser. A 
20-year-old woman died after undergoing surgery for 
injuries she suffered in the blast. A further 11 peole were 
discharged from hospital following treatment, police said. 
Nobody immediately claimed responsibility for the attack. 


Libya holds Greek ship, captain 

TUNIS (R) — Libyan authorities are holding a Greek ship 
and its captain because the vessel once flew the Israeli flag, 
the Greek ambassador in Tripoli said on Saturday. The 


docked at Tripoli port on Sept. 11. The Libyan authorities 
arrested the captain a few days later on the charge that he 
had broken Libya's boycott of Israel. Greek Ambassador 
Eh as Dimitrakopoulos told Reuters by telephone that the 
sbip had not been legally arrested. “The captain is in the 
hands of Libyans justice but the 80-member crew is free to 
leave the country. The case is to go before the Libyan 
courts, and I am confident... they will clear the case,” Mr. 
Dimitrakopoulos said. He said the 80 crew members, all 
but two of them Greek citizens, are expected to be 
repatriated next week. Mr. .Dimitrakoppuios said the ship 
was being held because it was originally built in 1964 for an 


Canada minister to discuss jet sales in Saudi 


DUBAI (R) — Canada’s Defence Minister David Col- 
lenette will discuss possible, sales of Candian commuter 
a ircr a ft to Saudi Arabia on a visit to the kingdom this week, 
a Canadian embassy official said on Saturday. Saudia is 
spending $6 billion to $7 billion on new aircraft for its fleet, 
mostly from U.S. firms Boeing Co and McDonnell 
Douglas. Details of the order have not yet been 
announced. “Saudia hasn't made a decision on a smaller 
commuter plane and the regional jet will be one of the 
things tire minister will discuss,” Vice-Consul Vicken 
Koundakjian told Reuters by telephone from Riyadh. The 
50-sea ter jet is made by Bombardier Incorporated’s Cana- 
dair division. “(Collenette) is going to Saudi Arabia to 
discuss a wide range of bilateral and multilateral issues,” 
Mr. ELoundakjian said, adding that the issues included the 
Middle East peace process and U.N. peacekeeping opera- 
tions in the region. 


Verdicts soon for 44 suspects in Egypt 


CAIRO (AFP) — Civilian courts will issue verdicts neat 
week against 44 Islamic militants, including 11 accused of 
robbing a Christian jewelry store to finance attacks, 
Egyptian newspapers said Saturday. Sentences against the 
militants who allegedly attacked and robbed a Coptic 
Christian store in Cairo in February 1991 will be banded 
down at the state security court in Banha just north of 
Cairo, the Al Gontburiyya daily said. One of the shop’s 
clerics was shot and wounded in the attack and a prosecutor 


said the the 11 could face the death penalty if convicted of 
attempted murder. On Thursday Cairo’s state security 
court will pass 'sentences against 33 suspects charged with 
belonging to the Shawqiym group, one of the largest 
Muslim militant organisations, Al Gomhuriyya added. The 
penalty for membership in an outlawed group is death. The 
suspected Shaw qi yin members are also being charged with 
planning terrorist attacks, armed robbery and possession of 
arms and explosives. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 


Annorian GrtfcoJk Cbarch Td. 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


News in French 

Fanb Pas Rcvcr 

New in Hebrew 

,. FBI: Untold Swrics 
....... New in Arabic 

... Law and Disorder 


Evwpflwi Lathem- Chord) Td: 


Amman 32. Aqaba 38 Humidity 


FOB THE TRAVELLER 


Ovil Defence Immediate 
Rescue 630341 

Ova Defence Emergency 199 


Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 
Khalidi Maternity. J. Amn 


Rescue Poflw 192,621111.637777 


Akikh Maternity, J . Amn. 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 


642441/2 

fatal Amman Maternity .... 642362 


Unstable weather conditions will 
continue, so it wdl be relatively hot 
with clouds appearing nt different 


Dr. KhaH AlTasluq 7S7253 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Ascma pharmacy 637055 


St. Mary of Nazareth Church 


parts of the Kingdom with winds 
northwesterly moderate. In Aqaba, 
it win be partly dandy and dusty 


ht. Church Tel. 624590. 


Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Sbmctsain pharmacy 637660 

Nairoojh pharmacy 623672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 


vJr± T:1 661757 

Jjsrcb Tel: 622366 
i .. ,t; Annunciation Tel. 


1RBXD-. 

Dt. Alt Al Omari .. 
Alquds pharmacy ■ 


Pubic Seanity Department 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Comphims 897467 

Amman Munidpafiiy 

Gompferiots 787111 

.Telephone information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls , 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdafi Telephone Repair* 661101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan .'.... 774] ] t 

Water Authoritv 680100 


Maihas. J. Amman 
Palestine, Shmcisani 
. Shmcisani Hospital 


Al-Mi 

The Islamic. 

Al-Abli. Abdali 
Italian. Al-Mubajrccn 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) 


ZARQAi 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 
Zarqn National Hospital 


IfcM Beirut f RJ ) 


17:80 New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

17:25 Paris (RJ) 

17:25 Istanbul (RJ) 

17:55 London (RJ) 


Anglican Church Td. 630851, Td. 


tai AJ Nafccs Hospital (02)247100 


l&W Brussels (RJ) 

18:35 Athens (RJ) 

18:45 Frankfurt (RJ) 

2fcfl8 Romc(RJ) 

2fk2t Vienna (RJ) 


JORDAN TIMES, SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 1994 


Mideast peace boosts ] 
Bahrain’s tourism hope. 


BAHRAIN (AP) — This 
central Gulf state, seeking to 
bolster tourism once an 
Arab-Israeli peace settlement 
is achieved, wounded up a 
two-day conference on avia- 
tion and tourism with officials 
predicting big business 
ahead. 

Without mentioning Israel 
by name, government minis- 
ters said they expect the 
peace process to give their 
plans a hefty boost. 

“The opening up (of the 
region) will help us in prom- 


oting tourism, and aviation,” 
Development and Industty 


Minister Yousef Al Shirawi 
told a news conference. 

“Peace in the Middle East 
will definitely create the di- 
mate for better tourism in 
Bahrain.” said Information 
Minister Tariq Al Moayyed, 
who is in charge of Bahrain's 
budding tourism industty. 

This island state, with a 
population of 500,000, will 


host its first official Israeli 
delegation in October at the 
Middle East multilateral 
working group on the en- 
vironment, a spinoff from the 
1991 Madrid conference that 
got the U.S.-sponsored peace 
process rolling. 

An Israeli advance team 
slipped quietly in Bahrain 
several weeks ago to. start 
preparations for the confer- 
ence. 

For the moment, Bahrain' 
remains committed to the 
pan-Arab boycott on direct 
dealings with Israel until a 
comprehensive peace settle- 
ment is achieved. 

Mr. Shirawi, chairman of 
tiie two-day conference, said 
the “brainstorming” gather- 


aviation officials fr 0 * 11 
Gulf and others, such as Bnt- : 
ish Airways, with travel ex* 
ecu lives from around the 
world. 

The Bahrainis used the 
gathering to promote their 
nascent tourist industry, 
showing films of excayanons 
of the island's anrieirt Du- 
num civilisation and spot- 
lighting its leisure facilities 
and year-round water ’Sports. 

Jean- Claude Murat, the 
president of the International 
Congress and Convention 
Association, raised hopes 
that Bahrain could become a 
major convention centre. 

“I see no reason in the 
world that... it cannot be 
successful,” he told the con- 
ference. “All it needs is the 
will and the training.’! 

Egypt, he said, has-* zero 
presence nine years ago and 
now hosts 14 conventions a 
year. 

According to Tourism 
Director Kadhem Rajab, 
Bahrain had a reconl 2.04 . 
million visitors last y^ar. 1.76 
million of them tourists. 

That was an increase.of 20 


four times the island's 
population. .1 ■» • 

The number of hotel t’ooms 
is doubling every five yeari. 


“The Gulf region' wilf be at 
the forefront of aviafrofc and 
travel in the decade to 
come,” Mr. Shirwai forecast, 
listing the rapid economic de- 
velopment of oil fuelled re- 
gional economies, and the 
changing patterns m' .leisure 
travel away from traditional 
markets. 


Illegal alien fingered as rapist m 
S. Arabia faces beheading ; : 


DHAHRAN (Agencies) — 
An illegal alien feces prob- 
able decapitation after two 
American women fingered 
him as the man who tried to 
rape them, security sources 
said. 

The Sri Lankan, who was 
not identified, is also sus- 
pected of haring tried to sex- 
ually assault other women in 
recent weeks among the com- 
munity of expatriat workers 
'here employed by the Sabi 
Nzzymco Oil Company. 

The suspect will be trifil in 
the kingdom’s religious- 
based Sharia courts. The 
sources, who spoke in ex- 
change for anonymity, said 
he is expected to receive the 
death penalty/ 

Decapitation is the punish- 
ment prescribed by the 
Sharia, the sacred Islamic 
law, for those convicted of 
crimes deemed by the court 
worthy of a death sentence. 

The sources said the sus- 
pect, a guest worker, was in 
Saudi Arabia illegally after 
quitting his job.- Many blue- 
collar guest workers from 
Asia are employed by con- 
struction companies. 

The sources said the man 
was hiding out in a partly 
demolished building on the 
outskirts of the Aramco col- 


Manfla says children held 

The Philippines pressed 
Saudi authorities Friday to 
release a group of Filipino 
children and their mothers 
imprisoned in Jeddah, Filipi- 
no diplomats said here. 

“We are trying to come to 
an arrangement with^the 
Saudi autiiorities . to secure 
the release of the children on 
humanitarian grounds,” .i 
Filipino diplomat: told r AFP 
on condition of anonymity. 

“We have not yet had an 
answer from the Saudi au- 
thorities, but we hope the 
children will be freed'.". 

The Philippine embassy in 
Riyadh and consulate in Jed- 
dah were involved m ■ the 
effort to gain their release. 

The Foreign Mipistiy in 
Manila said earlier the gov- 
ernment had asked Riyadh to 
release and repatriate 12 Fili- 
pino children and their 
mothers, who had freen 
arrested for various . crimes 
since' 1993. 

According to the Filipino 
diplomat,' the motheris “in- 
sisted that the children; re- 
main with them (in ’prison) 
because they had no place to 


He was apprehended this 
week after one of the women, 
a physician of Asian origin, 
screamed for help, the 
sources said, refusing to re- 
veal the victims* identities. 

Thousands of U.S. families 
live in the sprawling desert 
settlements that burgeoned 
here after World War II in 
step with the Saudi oil indus- 
try and came to resemble 
American suburbs. 

Also Friday, the Interior 
Ministry said a Sudanese 
identified as Fadlallah Sheikh 
was beheaded in the northern 
town of Ha’il for slaying a 
compatriot by hitting him 
over the bead with a pipe and 
then robbing him of his 


leave them.” 

The mothers of seven of 
the children were sentenced 
by an Islamic court to four 
years imprisonment for hid- 
ing the principal suspects in 
the murder of two Saudi 1 Ara- 
bian policemen in July' 1993. 

The women were also. sent- 
enced to 1,500 lashes 6v.er;the 
four year period. 

■ Four other children .were' 
detained with their parents 
when police rounded thorn up 
in a search for suspects in- 
volved in a robbery in jFebru- 
ary, in which an Indian secur- 
ity guard was killed,, the 
ministry statement said, . 

The parents of another 
child, aged one year and 


J 


eight months, were arrested 
for forgery, it said. ■ 
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British businesses ready to expand area ventures 


“We are aware that Brit- 
ish investment in Jordan is 
not of the expected level 
and that is why we are 
here.” said Mr. Hornby, 
who is accompanied by a 
group of businessmen rep- 
resenting mostly companies 
dealing with water technol- 
ogy, pollution control and 
engineering consultancy 
services. 

Addressing the meeting, 
organised by the Jordanian 
Businessmen's Associa- 
tion, Mr. Hornby said Brit- 
ish businessmen were 
preoccupied with competi- 
tion from Japan in the 
domestic British market as 
well as elsewhere in the 
mid- and late 80s and hence 
were not able to focus on 
Jordan and other countries 
in the region. 

In the early 90s, the 
preoccupation shifted to 
the requirements of the 
European Common Mar- 
ket, which came into being 
in 1992-93. Since then, Mr. 
Hornby said, the focus was 
shifting back to the region- 
al markets, particularly the 
Middle East now that 
peace and stability seem to 
be on their way to be res- 
tored to the region. 

British businesses are not 
amply seeking to increase 
their exports to Jordan, he 
said. 

“Exports give an im- 
pression of one losing and 
another gaining, and this is 


not what we have in mind," 
he said, adding that possi- 
bilities exist for direct Brit- 
ish investment in Jordan, 
for joint ventures and for 
“technology sharing.” 

Mr. Hornby noted that 
the delegation accompany- 
ing him was mostly made 
up of executives who repre- 
sent major British com- 
panies specialised in water 
pumping, treatment and 
distribution, waste-water 
and sewerage treatment, 
civil and electrical contrac- 
tors and engineering con- 
sultants. 

He said he believed that 
in the post-peace era, water .. 
is one of the key sectors 
that would have major de- 
mands, given the scarcity of 
water in the region. This 
was the reason that promp- 
ted him to pick a delegation 
that had more to do with 
water and related areas, he 
said. 

Many of the companies 
represented in the delega- 
tion have and are doing 
business in Jordan. These 
include Balfour Beaty, 
Scott Wilson Kirkpatrick & 
Partners, Sir Alexander 
Gibb and Partners — which 
is currently supervising the 
building of the Karameh 
Dam — Wempey En- 
gineering and Construc- 
tion, Babcock Water En- 
gineering and Unilever. 

In addition to the possi- 
bilities that peace opens up 
in the Middle East, busi- 
ness with Iraq is also very 
much a consideration for 
British businessmen, said 
Mr. Hornby. 

“Iraq is not going to re- 
main under international 
sanctions forever,” Mr. 
Hornby noted. He called 
for a pooling of "British- 
Jordanian skills" to be used 
in doing business with the 
Iraqi market. 

Similarly, Jordanian 
businesses also offer an ac- 
cess to the Palestinian mar- 
ket in the occupied West 


Jordanian fresh irodnce on display at a German 
agricultural fitirple photo) 

Fresh produce marketers 
head for east Europe 

■ By a JordW Times his itinerary. 

Staff Reprter It is hoped that the visit 

T. i will result in year-round 

AMMAN — /delegation sales of produce, not only 
.Jed by Salem h® 3 ** winter crops which are pro- 
of the AgriaiWral JNtorket- duced in the Jordan Valley 
me Orgamsapn (AMO) earlier than other regions, 
Monday will rad tor Mos~ ^ 


: J>r. Law? told the Jor- 
dan Trines Saturday that 
there are good prospects 
for JordaT to market its 
agricultural products to 
.these cojfrtries. 

“In oil 12-day trip to the 
three can tries, we plan to 
mbet /ith officials in 
charge# imports as well as 
' businesmen, and we in- 
tend x» explore the local 
faarjets and their needs of 
agrebltural products," said 
Dw Lawzi. 

r ” - Currently Jordan is send- 
ing shipments of agricoltu- 
riljjnxhicts by air to west- 
; ’ era Europe countries and is 
'exporting crops by land to 
countries of eastern 
Europe, said Dr. Lawzi 
who added that Jordan has 
hot yet sold such products 
to the three countries on 


“We are seeking to open 
new markets for Jordan's 
exports in Europe despite 
strong competition from 
Spain and Portugal which 
sell agricultural products to 
countries of the European 
Union (EU), said Dr. Law- 
zi. 

Jordan which is also 
seeking to expand its mar- 
kets rather than relying 
heavily on markets of the 
Arab; states, hopes to be 
able to penetrate fresh pro- 
duce' markets in Ukraine 
and/ other eastern Euro- 
pean nations at a later 
stage, he added. 

Several major Jordanian 
fnTit and vegetable expor- 
ters along with the director 
of the Jordan Agricultural 
Marketing and Processing 
Company (JAMPCO) are 
accompanying Dr. Lawzi 
on the trip. 


Border crossing hours, bridge closing announced 

AMMAN (J.T.). — According to regulations issued by 
Minister of Interior Salameb Hammad the southern border 
crossing point north 1 of Aqaba will be opened from 8:00 
a.m. until 4:00 p.m. except for Fridays and Saturdays. Mr. 
Hammad said that visas are issued for third country 
nationals at the border crossing post. No member of the 
diplomatic missions accredited to either Jordan or Israel 
will be allowed to use the crossing in either direction except 
for those with special permits from the Foreign Minis try, 
and no vehicles from either side can travel in transit 
through the crossing point, said the statement. It said, 
however, that visitors who enter Jordan through the 
southern border crossing can exit the country through any 
other outlet including Queen Alia International Airport 
(QAIA). The King Hussein Bridge will be opened Monday 
until 10:00 a.m., according to an announcement Saturday 
by the Public Security Department (PSD). It said the 
bridge will remain dosed Tuesday, Sept. 27 and re-open for 
regular travel the following day. 

Egyptian tourism minister to arrive for talks 

AMMAN (Petra) — Egyptian Minister of Tourism Mam- 
do uh Biltaji is due in Amman Monday on a three-day 
official visit A Ministry of Tourism spokesman Saturday 
said here that Dr. Biltaji will held talks with his Jordanian 
counterpart Mohammad Adwan and representatives of the 
tourism sector, the Aqaba Region Authority and the 
Jordan Ports Corporation. The talks, according to the 
spokesman, cover cooperation in tourism activities and 
Egyptian-Jordanian touristic integration in light of the 
current political developments in the Middle East. Follow- 
ing his visit here. Dr. Biltaji plans to visit Israel on 
Wednesday, according to the spokesman. 

QAIA arrivals area to get face-lift 

AMMAN (Petra) — The arrivals area at Building Number 
Two of the Queen Alia International Airport (QAIA) will 
be closed as of Saturday, October 1 for a period of 50 days 
to allow for major renovations. All arrivals on Royal 
Jordanian and other airlines will be received at Building 
Number One during that period. 

Lecture on property rights 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Amman World Trade Centre, in 
cooperation with the World Trade Centre of Basel, 
Switzerland, will host a lecture on intellectual property 
(patents and copyrights) at the Philadelphia Hotel Wednes- 
day evening. The lecture will be conducted by Dr. J. Kurt 
Jenny. 


/ WHAT’S GOING ON 


PLAY 

■ir Pin in Arabic ent “The Body Test/the Existence” 
at the Royal Cnltnrjl Centre at 8:00 p.m. 

FILMS 

- ■& EBm entitled “The BKht Staff” at the American Center 
at 5:00 p-m. (193 Atonies). 

■■tr. Fflm in Arabic entitU “The due” at Abdul Hameed 
■ --Shomaa Founds bod to Jabai Amman at 7:00 p.m. 

CONCERT 

☆ 18th centoxy nuoaLl concert by rtoUnist Aban Zeridy at 
die Royal Cottar’ Centre at 8:00 p.m. 

exhibitions 

Exhibition of pahttogs entitled “Donation” by LaOa 
Bustand at thetayul Cultural Centre. 

* Exhibition oTwrks by Faronq Za d e h adjkd “Faces, 
Places, and Idas” at Goethe-Institut (Td. 641993). 

* Painting exblbtion entitled “The Other Sides of Mas- 


tery” by Ibrahim Shalabi at the Gallaria Jordan, Mecca i 
Street <TeL8I6755). I 

ft Exhibition of paintings by Sahib Ahmad at the Phoenix j 
Art Gallery (Tel. 695291). 

* Jordan River Designs, a Save the Children project, 
exhibition of handicraft goods at the Forte Grand 
Amman Hotel, Mezzanine Floor (10:00 a.m .- 8:00 p.m.). 

☆ Exhibition of o3 paintings by Kamai BonBata entitled 
“Duets, Quartets, and a Triangle*' at Darat A1 Funun of 
the Abdul Hameed Shoman Foundation in Jabai Lnweib- 
deb. Also showing “permanent exhibition of 56 Arab 
contemporary artists (Td. 643251/2). 

■it Exhibition by artist Nadim Mnhsm at the French 
Cnttnral Centre. 

ft Exhibition of stained glass and icons by OUa Bseiso at 
The Gallery at the Hotel Intercontinental (8:00 a.m. » 
7:00 p.m. except on Friday) (Td. 641361). 

A Exhibition of paintings by Nasir Thamir at Ain Art 
Gallery, Wadi Saqra St (Td. 644451). 
it “The Diness Exhibit” — beginnings of photography in j 
Jerusalem and the Holy Land at the America n Center 
exhibition hull, Abdotm. 



Bank and Gaza Strip, he 
nored. 

“There are tremendous 
opportunities” in the re- 
gion, and Jordanian and 
British businessmen could 
benefit from each others' 
technical and business ex- 
pertise, he summarised. 

Similarities in the Jorda-. 
nian and British economic 
performances include 
annual growth, inflation 
and stability of the curren- 
cy, he said. “We can do 
business without having to 
worry about currency de- . 
valuation'' — a factor that 
dissuades many interna- 
tional deals, he said. 

In general, he added, 
more exchanges and face- 
to-face contacts could help 
both sides to develop closer 
links and joint approaches to 
the chances that the region 
offers. 

Earlier. Hamdi Tabbaa, 
a former minister of indus- 
try and trade and current 
chairman of the Jordan 
Businessmen's Associa- 
tion, welcomed the British 
delegation. 

“Although Jordan and 
the United Kingdom enjoy 
veiy close relations and 


len's delegation Saturday 
e with Ministry of Indus- 

understanding on political 
issues, economic relations 
today do not resemble such 
relations,” Mr. Tabbaa 
said. 

Mr. Tabbaa suggested 
the formation of a 
Jordanian-British business 
council “through which our 
economic relations could 
be strengthened with the 
aim of realising our mutual 
interests." 

There was no immediate 
British response to that 
proposal. 

During a question and 
answer session that fol- 
lowed Mr. Hornby's 
address, Jordanian 
businessman Abdul Fatah 
Touqan complained that 
not many British com- 
panies were offering com- 
petitive bids, were interested 
in setting up joint ventures, 
preferring instead for 
“associations," were will- 
ing to post bid and per- 
formance bonds for gov- 
ernment contracts, and 
quite often, many would 
turn down Jordanian prop- 
osals for alliances to under- 
take work in other coun- 
tries in the region. 

One of the businessmen 


try and Trade Secretary 
and offi cials from the e 


y General Mohammad Smadi 
ministry (Petra photo) 


replied that British offers 
for consultancy services 
were highly competitive 
when compared with their 
European counterparts 
while they were indeed 
high when" compared with 
Jordanian offers. 

The businessmen also 
said that British companies 
preferred “associations” 
rather than “joint ven- 
tures” since the latter ex- 
poses them to liabilities in 
the host country “if some- 
thing goes wrong with the 
project.” 

Mr. Hornby promised to 
study the issues raised by 
Mr. Touqan. 

British Ambassador Pe- 
ter Hinchdiffe, who also 
attended the meeting, 
addressed the question of 
British firms not interested 
in doing joint business in 
the engineering sector in 
the Gaza Strip as cited by 
Mr. Touqan. 

The main reason for such 
reluctance, Mr. Hinchdiffe 
said, was scepticism over 
the approach of the author- 
ities in the occupied terri- 
tories. "Who is calling the 
shots there?" he asked. 


The ambassador, howev- 
er, said that things would 
improve as the political 
process gets clearer. 

At the same time, Mr. 
Hinchdiffe voiced confi- 
dence that British- 
Jordanian trade and econo- 
mic relations could be 
strengthened since both 
sides were keen on de- 
veloping them. 

Earlier in the day, Mr. 
Hornby and the delegation 
accompanying him held 
talks with Mohammad 
Smadi, under-secretary of 
the Ministry of Industry 
and Trade, the Jordan 
News Agency. Petra, re- 
ported. 

It said discussions during 
the meeting covered econo- 
mic dimensions of the Mid- 
dle East peace process and 
the business environment 
in Jordan. It quoted Dr. 
Smadi as calling for a better 
balance of trade between 
Jordan and Britain. 

Dr. Smadi explained to 
the delegation the various 
incentives and facilities 
offered by the Jordanian 
government to 'foreign in- 
vestors. 


Scientists can bridge technology gap 
in coming era of peace — minister 


.AMMAN (Petra) — Arab 
scientists and researchers can 
bridge the technology gap be- 
tween their own countries 
and Israel in the coming 
peace era and thus benefit 
from modem technology in 
increasing and improving 
production, mainly in indus- 
try, said Minister of Public 
Works and Housing Abdul 
Razzaq Ensour in opening an 
engineering seminar here 
Saturday. 

Scientific progress in the 
Arab World will not be 
achieved by the large num- 
bers of university graduates 
or the accumulation of mod- 
em equipment alone, but 
rather through the proper uti- 
lisation of modem technolo- 
gy at specialised Arab scien- 
tific institutions, said the 
minister who deputised at the 
opening session for His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san. 

The three-day seminar was 
organised by the Jordan En- 
gineers Association (JEA) in- 
cooperation with the Arab 


pUjtfrLJi J&CSH ; 



Minister of Housing and Public Works opens a three-day engineering conference 
Abdul Razzaq Ensour (centre) Saturday (Petra photo) 


Engineers Federation entific research and problems 
(AEF). in the application of scientific 

AEF Chairman Abdul research and the transfer of 


entific research and problems Society (RSS) and other like 
in the application of scientific institutions. 


Rahim Shukri outlined the modern technology. One According to Raw hi Shar- 
federation’s objectives in such paper deals with ways of if. head of a preparatory 

helping to pool Arab exper- safe disposal of waste and committee, the seminar was 

rise over the past 30 years. protection of the environ- part of Arab engineers 

The seminar will review 34 mem. arrangements for the 20th 

working papers submitted by Arab Engineers Conference 

engineers from Jordan and The seminar participants to be held in Khartoum in 
other Arab states tackling sci- will tour the Royal Scientific March 1995. 


working papers submitted by 
engineers from Jordan and 
other Arab states tackling sci- 


Syria’s Aban Zerikly to bring 
the ‘compelling’ Bach to the RCC 


By Sally Bland 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Syrian violinist 
Aban Zerikly has selected 
pieces from Bach for his con- 
< cert at the Royal Cultural 
Centre here in Amman Sun- 
day evening. He insists that 
Bach is often misunderstood 
and thought to be stiff and 
old-fashioned, but this is not 
die case. 

“In fact,” says Mr. Zerik- 
ly, “the works of Bach for 
solo violin are very dear to all 
violinists. It is interesting and 
even amusing to try and in- 
terpret them for an audience. 
It is not quite right to say that 
Bach is a difficult, very strict 
and serious composer. On 
the contrary, he is sometimes 


things: “These fixed ideas 
prevent us from enjoying 
things-'* 

Today Bach may be consi- 
dered part of elite culture and 
mainly remembered for writ- 
ing church music. Yet. as Mr. 
Zerikly points out: “It is 
known that Bach used many 
popular themes in his reli- 
gious cantatas. The impor- 


dally in the partitas which I 
will play on Sunday, you can 
find a series of short pieces 
that are based on original 
folk dances. They vary greatly 
in character and tempo. You 
can find a very peaceful one 
and then a joyful one. That 
gives the work more energy 
and life.” 

Bach said that he wrote his 
music for the sake of God. 
but Mr. Zerikly notes: “That 
doesn’t mean that his works 
are always serious or diffi- 
cult. It depends on what we 
understand by "for the sake of 
God.' Every great composer 
or artist is very simple at the 
bottom of his heart, so he 
understands life in a way that 
is coherent with life itself. 
Mozart and Beethoven were 
like this.” 



useful visit to the NMC and a 
very interesting conversation 
with the director.” 

Sunday evening will be Mr. 
Zerikly’s" first solo concert 
outside of Syria, but last 
week he was part of the 
orchestra that played with 
Fairuz in Beirut. The concert 
itself and the period of prac- 
tice leading up to it left a 
deep impression on Mr. 
Zerikly. He says, “it was my 
first time to play in this genre 
of music, but l think I was 
lucky to have the opportunity 

to work closely with Fairuz. I 

was very touched by her de- 
dication to her art, as well as 
by her modesty and simplic- 
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Plague’s deadly trail seems 
to slow in West Indian city 


SURAT, India (R) — The 
plague loosened its killer grip 
on the western city of Surat, 
health officials said Saturday, 
but the disease stalked other 
regions m India where terri- 
fied people had sought re- 
fuge. 

The official death toll from 
the highly contagious 
pneumonic plague inched up 
to 36 from 34 earlier in the 
day. Doctors and residents in 
Surat, a diamond and textiles 
centre, estimated more than 
100 people had died over the 
past few days. 

‘The number of deaths is 
decreasing,” senior Health 
Ministry official A.K. 
Mukheijee told a news con- 
ference. 


Municipal Commissioner 
Bafwant Singh told Reuters 
that 65 patients had reco- 
vered and been discharged 
from the state-run civil hos- 
pital where victims were 
quarantined. 

The number of people 
being treated for the air- 
borne disease, which is 
spread between humans from 
contaminated breath or spu- 
tum and attacks the lungs, 
was steady at about 290. 

‘■The situation has not im- 
proved in terms of admissions 
but improved in terms of 
deaths,” Mr. Singh said. 

Daksha J as want of the hos- 
pital staff said: “Today the 
situation is better. The deaths 
are much less.” 



Myers survives 
shake up at White House 


Residents carrying bare necessities and covering their faces 
with handkerchiefs flee the plague-hit western city of Surat 
Unofficial reports said up to 300,000 people have so far fled 
Surat, as several Indian cities went on alert against a possible 
plague epidemic (AFP photo) 


Bavarians 
vote in state 
elections 

MUNICH, Germany (R) — 
Bavarians vote in state elec- 
tions Sunday in the last test of 
public opinion before nation- 
al polls on Oct. 16, when 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl's 
centre-right coalition is 
standing for a fourth term. 

Mr. Kohl's Christian 
Democrats (CDU) will be 
watching Bavaria closely to 
see whether their troubled 
liberal coalition partners con- 
tinue a year-old series of six 
state and European election 
losses. 

If the liberal Free Demo- 
crate (FDP) fail to return to 
parliament in Bavaria, the 
country s second most popu- 
lous state, it could cast a 
shadow over Mr. Kohl's 
chances to stay in power after 
the October genera] election. 

A recent opinion poll for 
the news magazine Focus 
showed the FDP could expect 
a slender three per cent in 
Bavaria after 5.2 per cent in 
the last state poll four years 
ago. 

German law requires par- 
ties to win at least five per 
cent of the vote to enter any 
legislature, a hurdle the FDP 
has failed to reach in five 
state polls since September 
1993 and in European elec- 
tions in June. 


so the mortality rate is low- 
er,” a resident doctor said. 

Outside the hospital vir- 
tually all shops remained 
closed. Most people outside 
wore handkerchiefs, scarves, 
surgical masks or towels 
around their faces to shield 
against bacteria. 

A senior government offi- 
cial in the capital New Delhi 
said it had been confirmed 
that the plague was transmit- 
ted to Gujarat state north of 
Bombay by a migrant worker 
who contracted the disease in 
neighbouring Maharashtra 
state. 

An outbreak of the less 
infectious bubonic plague 
bad struck some 81 people 
east of Bombay but officials 
said it had been brought 
under control with chemical 
spraying and antibiotics. 

But the fact the disease had 
moved hundreds of 
kilometres raised worries vic- 
tims would appear elsewhere. 

Haji Mehraood Pardawala, 
state vice-president of the 
Bahujan Samaj Party, said he 
had warned Gujarat’s chief 
minister that floods had kil- 
led large numbers of animals 

which were lying dead in 
puddles of water, raising the 
risk of an epidemic. 

“At least 300 people have 
died,” Mr. Pardawala said. 
“People living in shanties 
have cremated the bodies of 
their relatives without any 
death certificates. They never 
bothered to go to die doctor 
because they couldn’t afford 
to.” 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Embattled White House 
spokeswoman Dee Dee 
Myers went straight to Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton to get her 
head off the chopping block 
and came back with even 
more direct access to the 
Oval Office Friday. 

White House Chief of Staff 
Leon Panetta announced a 
major White House staff 
reshuffle Friday, and Ms. 
Myers — whom Mr. Panetta 
had reportedly targetted for 
replacement by State Depar- 
ment spokesman Michael 
McCnrry — kept her job 
and received a promotion. 

Ms. Myers, 33, one of the 
most prominent women in 
the administration, will re- 
main press secretary and was 
promoted from deputy assis- 
tant to die president to assis- 
tant to the president 

“Both the president and I 
have full confidence in her 
ability to handle that role,” 
Panetta said during the White 
House press conference. 

Mr. Myers was Mr. Clin- 
ton’s spokeswoman during 
the 1992 presidential cam- 
paign. She met with Clinton 
Thursday night to discuss the 
job shuffle. 

A major White House 
shakeup has been in the 
works since Mr. Panetta be- 
came chief of staff on June 


26. It is the third shuffle for 
the office in 20 months. 

The thrust of the orders is 
“to provide dear lines of 
responsibility, dear lines of 
authority and try to improve 
the efficiency of the staff 
itself,” Mr. Panetta said. 

His decisions came at a 
time when the administration 
has been rocked by a series of 
staff problems including the 
resignation of several high- 
level adviseis involved in the 
Whitewater case. 

Whitewater refers to the 
on-going investigation of the 
Clinton’s involvement in land 
deals and campaign contribu- 
tions by a savings and loan 
bank m Arkansas where he 
was state governor. 

Mr. Panetta said that 
“good judgment has not al- 
ways been exercised,” an 
apparent reference to widely 
criticised contacts between 
the White House and Treas- 
ury on Whitewater. 

Other top-job announce- 
ments included dose pres- 
idential adviser George 
Stephanopoulos being offi- 
cially named as Mr. Panetta’s 
executive assistant. 

Former Communications 
Director Mark Gearan will 
take up the new post of 
strategic planning director, 
reporting directly to Mr. 
Panetta. 


Simpson drama approaches final act 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) — 
O.J. Simpson’s murder trial 
starts here Monday, three 
and a half months after the 
bloody deaths of the former, 
football star’s ex-wife and her 
friend mesmerised Amer- 
icans and launched a national 
obsession. 

Nearly every step of the 
case has been televised live. 
Across the country television 
and radio talks shows have 
been flooded by people airing 
their theories on who did it. 

Tourists pose for pictures 
at the murder scene while 
social commentators point to 
the case as the ultimate ex- 
ample of domestic violence. 

Another key issue in the 
case is racism. A CNN televi- 
sion poll conducted in July 
found that only 29 per cent of 
black Americans believe Mr. 
Simpson can receive a fair 
trial, as opposed to 50 per 
cent of whites. 

The prosecution’s decision 
not to seek the death penalty 
appeased some who fear 
Mr. Simpson is being rail- 
roaded, but Joseph Lowery, 
the black president of the 
Southern Christian Lead- 
ership Conference, says the 
trial will still be a test of racial 
attitudes in the United 
States. 

“You have a black male 
and two dead white persons," 
he said. “I'm not accusing 
anybody, I'm simply raising a 
question.” 

Simpson is accused of stab- 
bing to death his ex-wife, 
Nicole Simpson, 35, and her 
25-year-old friend, Ronald 
Goldman, outside her con- 
dominium. He has denied the 


charges. 

The 47-year-old football 
legend gained fame in the 
1970s as a running back for 
the Buffalo Bills. 

He remained in the public 
■feye as an actor, and when he 
fled police on the night of 
June 17, hours after be was 
formally charged with the 
murders, fans lined the Los 
Angeles freeways and 
cheered him on. 

Many of his supporters 
have not been swayed by 
reports that Simpson was a 
jealous man. whose threats 
prompted Nicole Simpson to 
seek police protection several 
times during their marriage. 

Nicole Simpson’s white 
akita dog, its paws soaked in 
blood, led neighbours to the 
murder scene. 

Prosecutors have painted 
Mr. Simpson as a col- 
dblooded but careless killer 
who left a trail of blood from 
the murder scene to his car. 

Tantalising reports of a 
bloody glove, and most re- 
cently bloody socks, said to 
have been found in Mr. 
Simpson's car or home have 
given the theorists material to 
work with. 

The murder weapon, be- 
lieved to be a 15-inch (37.5 
cm) knife, has not been 
found, but chief prosecutor 
Marcia Clark says her case 
stands up without it. 

Mr. Simpson the superstar 
has assembled a team of su-. • 
perstar lawyers to defend 
him. 

, They are led by Robert 
Shapiro, whose other clients 
have included Marion Bran- 
do’s son Christian, singer 


Rod Stewart and baseball 
players Vince Coleman and 
Darryl Strawberry. 

Johnnie Cochran, who has 
represented Michael Jack- 
son. courtroom legend F. Lee 
Bailey, and Mike Tyson’s 
appeal lawyer Alan Dersho- 
witz are also on the team. 

Mr. Bailey, who repre- 
sented Albert De Salvo in the 
Boston Strangler case, is ex- 
pected to join Shapiro in die 
courtroom, while Mr. Der- 
showtiz remains behind the 
scenes. 

So far. the defence has 
tried to focus attention on 
arcane DNA evidence, which 
may or may not prove 
admissable in the jury trial. 

They suffered a setback 
when Superior Court Judge 
Lance Ito allowed most of the 
physical evidence seized by 
police from Mr. Simpson’s S5 
million estate, his business 
office and his car in the days 
after the killings. 

Their next test will be jury 
selection from a pool of 1,000 
which starts Monday and 
could last weeks. Opening 
statements to the jury prob- 
ably will not start until 
November. 

The trial is expected to be 
one of the most-watched in 
U.S. history. But Judge Ito, 
angered by inaccurate report- 
ing by one Los Angeles tele- 
vision station, has threatened 
to pull the plug on broadcast 
. coverage. 

“I am contemplating termi- 
nating foe media coverage in 
tills case,” Judge Ito said 
Friday, later explaining that 
he meant radio and television 
coverage. 


Health Secretary Madhu- 
sudan Dayal told a news con- 
ference that Surat’s popula- 
tion had outstripped its 
sanitation capabilities. “I 
have seen so many stagnant 
pools filled with water which 
are the birthplace of germs,” 
he said. 

Mr. Dayal said plague vic- 
tims* corpses had to be 
burned, not buried. India’s 
Hindus cremate their dead 
but Muslims and Christians 
generally bury them. 

Heavily guarded vans car- 
rying health workers passed 
out hundreds of thousands of 
antibiotic tablets in Surat. 

One health worker said he 
was beaten up by a mob 
wielding hockey sticks when 
he ran out of supplies Friday. 
‘Tin more scared of the mob 
fury than the plague,” he 
said. 

“Demand for Tetracycline 
is so much that everyone 
wants to consume it like 
peanuts,” Mr. Singh said. 
“This has created anguish be- 
cause of the unprecedented 
magnitude of the outbreak.” 

People continued to flee 
Surat but the exodus, in 
which some 300,000 had 
escaped, appeared to be 
tapering off. 

Farokh Suieman, a 17- 
year-old street seller outside 
a packed bus terminal, said 
fewer people were leaving. , 
“Yesterday people were j 
clambering on top of the 1 
buses, virtually killing them- 
selves,” he said. 

Newspapers said Bombay, 
Delhi and other major cities 
had virtually run out of the 
antibiotic Tetracycline. 


Woman 
could face 
death in 
Singapore 
drug bust 

SINGAPORE (Agencies) — 
Five Singaporeans, including 
a 20-year-old woman, were 
charged with drug trafficking 
Saturday and face the death 
penalty if convicted, author- 
ities said. 

The five, all ethnic Malays, 
were among nine people 
arrested Thursday during a 
raid that netted 414 grains 
(14.6 ounces) of heroin, said 
Masbollah Fazai, deputy 
director of the Centra! 
Narcotics Bureau. 

The group includes four 
males, aged 22 to 34, and the 
woman, Rasidah Hashim. 
Three of the other four peo- 
ple rounded up in the raid 
face lesser charges of traffick- 
ing and drug possession, and 
one sent to the drug rehabi- 
litation centre. 

Under Singapore’s tough 
drug laws, trafficking in more 
than 15 grams (half an ounce) 
of heroin or 500 grams (one 
lb) of cannabis is punishable | 
by death. 

Singapore Foreign Minis- 
ter and Law Minister Shan- 
mugam Jayakumar said Fri- 
day that 76 people, half of 
them foreigners, had been 
hanged in die island republic 
since the death penalty for 
drug offences was imposed in 
the 1970s. 

Singapore ignored di- 
plomatic and pressure-group 
appeals this week ana ex- 
ecuted a 59-year-old Dutch 
engineer for drug-trafficking 
Friday. 

Johannes Van Damme, 
arrested at Changi Airport on 
Sept. 27, 1991, became the 
first Westerner to hang in 
Singapore for a drug offence. 

The hanging Friday of the 
Dutch businessman has cast a 
“grey veil” over the Nether- 
lands' relations with Singa- 
pore, Dutch Prime Minister 
Wim Kok said in the Hague 
Friday night. 

He said the Dutch govern- 
ment had summoned the 
Singapore charge d'affaires 
Friday to emphasise the 
“profound distress” caused 
by the hanging of Mr. Van 
Damme. 

Mr. Kok said it was im- 
pressed upon Charge d’ Af- 
faires Urn Iseli Kheng Hua 
that on both emotional and 
ethical grounds the Nether- 
lands could nor accept the 
decision to go ahead with Mr. 
Van Damme ’s execution. 

MrT~Kok said the hanging 
demonstrated the cultural 
gap between the two coun- 
tries. He said he had urged 
Ms. Lim to consider ways of 
bridging the gap by putting 
an end to "these particularly 
inhuman judicial proce- 
dures.” 

Mr. Kok said she appeared 
to be concerned by the mat- 



ugbt to the New Civil Hospital in Surat (AFP photo) 


Sinn Fein leader leaves for U.S. 


DUBLIN (R) — Gerry 
Adams, head of the IRA’s 
political wing Sinn Fein, left 
Dublin Saturday for a two- 
week tour of the United 
States during which be is sure 
to capitalise on the group’s 
ceasefire and rile the British 
government. 

But Protestant politicians 
and peace workers said they 
wanted to ensure he did not 
reap a propaganda harvest. 

Mr. Adams, budding on 
new-found respectability fol- 
lowing an IRA ceasefire now 
three weeks old, is trying to 
build up his international im- 
age ana gamer support for 
Sinn Fein's peace strategy for 
Northern Ireland. 

Waved off by cheering 
well-wishers. Mr. Adams told 


a brief news conference at 
Dublin's airport that he 
thought Britain was “in- 
ching” its way towards talks 
with his group. He hopes the 
United States will bring 
pressure to bear on London. 

“I believe the British gov- 
ernment understand totally 

the IRA’s intentions,” Mr. 
Adams said. “I think what we 
have here is subterfuge by 
(Prime Minister) John Ma- 
jor. I think he's engaged in 
tactical manoeuvring.” 

The British government 
has been cautious about 
accepting that the -Irish Re- 
publican Army (IRA) really 
has given up ror good its 
guerrilla war to drive Britain 
from Northern Ireland. Until 
it does, Sinn Fein can not 


take part in., talks on the 
future of the province. 

Mr. Adams\ praised the 
role played by tlie U.S. admi- 
nistration in the; peace pro- 
cess and said President Bill 
Clinton had helped create the 
conditions for “recent de- 
velopment”. \ 

Soon after his ‘<prival in 
Boston Mr. Adam Si will meet 
top Irish- Americari Senator 
Edward Kennedy. 

Sinn Fein said Mr. Adams . 
will also meet business and 
political leaders and address 
meetings of Irish- Americans. 

He will visit Hartford, 
Connecticut; Detroit, Michi- 
gan; Cleveland, Ohio; New 
York; Philadelphia; 
Washington; San Francisco 
and Los Angeles. 


Coup rumours sweep Baku following 
escape from security ministry jail 


I BAKU (AFP) — Rumours of 
an imminent coup have swept 
the Azerbaijani capital Baku 
following Thursday night's 
escape from the National 
Security Ministry's jail of 
four top political opponents 
to Azerbaijani President 
Geidar Aliyev. 

In an interview with state 
television late Friday, Mr. 
Aliyev confirmed the escape 
of former Defence Minister 
Rahim Gaziyev, his former 
deputy Baba Nazirli, the for- 
mer commander of the 
Lachin region Arif Pashayev 
and the leader of the self- 
proclaimed TaJysb-Mugan 
Republic in the south of the 
country Alikram Gumbatov, 
from the high security jail. 

Mr. Aliyev sacked Nation- 
al Security Minister Nariman 
Imranov in reaction to the 
incident. 

The escape comes at a time 
of increased political tension 
in the republic, as Mr. Aliyev 
faces not only difficulties 
from the country’s opposition 
parties and Russia, but also 
from inside his own govern- 
ment. 

All the escapees have con- 
nections with Azerbaijan’s 
nominal prime minister, 
Suret Huseinov, the army 
colonel from the northeast- 
ern town of Ganja whose 
military coup in 1993 enabled 
Mr. Aliyev to come to power. 

According to diplomatic 
sources in Baku, Mr. Aliyev’s 
political sidelining of Mr.. 
Huseioov, originally given 
control of Azerbaijan’s secur- 
ity ministries but now left, in 


spite of his title, virtually 
powerless, has embittered 
this former director of a wool 
processing factory. 

One diplomat however 
saw Mr. Huseinov’s full in- 
volvement in last Tuesday’s 
signing ceremony of the 
multi-billioD U.S. dollar oil 
contract as a sign of better 
relations with Mr. Aliyev. 

“I’ve been in this prison 
and I know there is no means 
of escape unless the highest 
authorities in the ministry 
allowed it.” said Niazi Ibra- 
gjmli, the general secretary of 
the; moderate- opposition 
Musavat Party. ... f . . 

The first three escapees 
were imprisoned following he 
fall of Lachin and Shusha to 
Armenian forces in May 1992 
while Mr. Gumbatov. pre- 
viously the commander of 
armed forces in Azerbaijan's 
Lenkoran district neighbour- 
ing Iran, was jailed for 
attempting to establish an 
ethnic Talysh republic in 
1993. 

A diplomatic source 
claimed the sacking of Mr. 
Imranov would be used .by 
Mr. Aliyev to purge the 
National Security Ministry , 
formerly the KGB, to bring 
the republic’s security appar- 
atus under his personal con- 
trol along with the army and 
the police. 

Opposition parties are 
under increasing pressure 
from the Azerbaijani author- 
ities, who broke up a demon- 
stration earlier this month, 
with considerable force, 
according to Musavat’s Ibra- 


gimli. “It's hard of course — 
we get no time on radio or 
television and even some of 
the debates in the Mnii Mejlis 
parliament are censored,” he 
claimed. 

Hie Musavat Party are 
themselves against political 
demonstrations held by other 
opposition parties such as the 
People’s Front, who were ex- 
pected to demonstrate in 
Azadlig Square Saturday. 
“It’s wrong to destabilise the 
situation," said Mr. Ibragim- 
li. 

Support for the opposition, 
as Mr. Ibraggiili , himself 
admits, is weak. According to 
one diplomat: “Before, .the 
Popular Front could get half 
a million people on the street 
but their late demonstration 
on Sept. 10 was only 2,000 
strong.” 

However, there is much 
popular social and economic 
discontent. The day after the 
oil contract was signed with 
the Western consortium, oil 
and gas workers threatened 
to go on strike over poor pay 
and conditions. 

While observers believe 
the four-month-old ceasefire 
in the disputed territory of 
Nagomo Karabakh (over 
which Azerbaijan has fought 
a six-year-war with neigh- 
bouring Armenia) and the 
clinching of the oil deal 
strengthens Mr: Aliyev’s 
band politically, opposition 
to Mr. Aliyev inside and out- 
side the regime could yet 
bring about the coup so long 
talked about in Baku. 


Independent Chechenya — 
people cannot agree on the 


GROZNY, Russia (AFP) — 
The docks no longer keep 
Moscow time and portraits of 
the 19th century warrior 
Imam Shamil glare from 
walls once occupied by 
Lenin, but Chechenya is still 
very much pan of the Rus- 
sian world. 

President Dzhokhar 
Dudayev took no half mea- 
sures when he unilaterally 
declared his tiny republic in- 
dependent in 1991 — he cre- 
ated a new time zone, putting 
Chechenya an hour ahead of 
Moscow. 

But like the independence 
drive in general, what is 
known as “Dudayev rime” 
ran into trouble. Many set 
their watches on Moscow 
time and people literally can 
not agree on the time of day. 

And despite his efforts, 
Mr. Dudayev, a mous- 
tachioed former Soviet nuc- 
lear bomber pilot, has far 
from purged Russian influ- 
ences. 

At the only large bookshop 
in Grozny, just five per cent 
of the books were in 
Chechen, said director Sha- 
hid Djamulayiev. Nearly all 
the books, mostly bodice rip- 
pers and detective novels, are 
brought iu from Moscow, he 
said. 

A slim volume on Chechen 
independence by Mr. 
Dudayev sits forlornly in the 
window. “I haven’t seen any- 
one buying his book,” Mr. 
Djamulayiev said. 

After years of Russian 
dominance. Chechens now 


pepper almost every sentence 
in their native tongue with 
Russian words. 

Mr. Dudayev’s nationalist 
drive has been sporadic. The 
Lenin statue has been pulled 
down from. its heavy marble 
pedestal in Grozny’s Revolu- 
tion Square, but just a block 
away, a Soviet-era plaque 
still commemorates the 
“heroic” Communist street 
fighting in 1918. 

The identity crisis even ex- 
tends to the traffic police, 
whose blue uniform is iden- 
tical to that worn on the 
streets of Moscow. "Ah, but 
they’re still Chechens inride 
—sheep in wolves’ clothing,” 
said 25-year-old buisnessman 
Borz Hadji. 

The exodus of Russians 
fleeing the Russian blockade 
on Chechenya and fighting 
between Moscow-backed re- 
bels and Mr. Dudayev must 
be a mixed blessing even for 
the most ardent nationalist. 

There are now between 
150.000 and 220,000 Russians 
in the country of 1.2 million 
people, about half the num- 
ber during Soviet days when 
one in three residents was 
ethnic Russian. 

Some of those who left 
wereskilled engineers in the 
vital oil industry, which now 
only operates at about 10 to 
15 per cent of its 22 milion 
tonnes a year capacity, 
according to a senior Russian 
engineer still in Grozny. 

The Russian blockade has 
also taught Chechens a pain- 
ful lesson about economic in- 



where 
time of day 

terdependence. Moscow has 
cut rail, air and banking 
links, leaving Chechenya 
gasping for financial air. 

Hie “economy minister,” 
Taimas Abybakarov, said 
Chechenya understood it de- 
pended on an economic part- 
nership with Russia, but 
wanted full political in--, 
dependence. Russia however 
is unlikely to grant this, fear- 
ing a broader revolt through- 
out the turbulent Caucasus. 

The opposition claims that 
if it wins power, it will hold a 
referendum on independ- 
ence. 

Russia may be widely 
hated by Chechens, who still 
speak.^ glowingly Q f Imam 
Shamil s holy war against the 
Russian empire in the 19th 
century, but many are grimly 
realistic about the benefits of 
“independence. " 

A glum gym teacher at a 
middle school in 
Znamenskoie pointed to a 
rack of deflated or ripped 
basket and soccer balls in a 
crumbling gymnasium. 

“When the Soviets left 
this place started faitine 
d Vah ? Magoma- 
dov - Not pretty is it“> That'*; 

^J d ^ye v brought u?’ a hJ 

de ? antl 3 r proud. 

H»e Russian side is always 
going to try and be on top 
agao. But we don’t want that 
f ° « won’t happen 
fight," said 28- year^oid Art 
Gelagayiev, one of Grozas 
innumerable security gSJds 


mar et place is a society des- 
tined to collapse,” he said. 

Av ards damage; 
Br tish women’s: 
prspeefs — 
re| ort 

LOi DON (R) — Women’s 
wort and career prospects 
have been damaged in Bri- 
tain i y the scale of maternity 
tetvejand hefty compensation 

3 to women sacked for 
pregnant, a manage- 
urvey showed Friday. 
Tip thirds of businesswomen 
snveyed by the Institute Of 
Doctors (IOD) said recent 
awrds adversely affected an 
emjoyer’s view of a woman 
'appeant. More than half 
sait extended maternity 
lea^ rights hurt their 
ehatfes. “This 'survey shows 
that women still feed con- 
side ibie obstacles to career 
progasion,” Ann Robin- 
son, ead of the IOD policy 
group said in a statement. 
Sixty to per cent of those 
smveyd did not believe that 
equal opportunities for 
women existed, down from 
per*nt two years ago. 
Eighty-*ght per cent said 
women F aced obstacles at 
work at encountered -by 
male couterparts, while’ 48 
per cent f women said they 
had persqaUy faced obsta- 
cles. Mosiof these, 62 per 
cent, said they faced them 
from the start of their 
careers. ‘These obstacles 
arise printoally from two 
sources — attitudes! to 
women in tfc workplace and 
the praetzea difficulties of 
combining a veer with Hav- 
ing a family,’ Ms. Robinson 
said of the firings. “While 
the situation n£y be impro- 
ving, there is (early still a 
long way to go bfore women 
achieve a rignifiorit oresence 


m top jobs in udustry and 
commerce,” she -dded. 


Internationa 
Film festival 


KYOTO, Japan (AFF1 — 
The seventh annual Tckyo 
International Film Festival 
opened in this western 
Japanese dty Saturday 'With 
entries vying for prizes in two 
categories. The venue of-the 
festival, which originated in 
lokyo to promote interna- 
tional exchanges, shifted to 
Kyoto this year as one of ' th$ 
J®?. commemorating ;tbe 
Jj>«XWtn anniversary of ’'the 
foroding of the dty. Prizes 
wiB be awarded in two dtte- 
goyes — one f or infernatfon- 
« /entries and another -for 
new talent. ' 

Swiss army 
Pgeons return 
tc civilian life 

— After* 77 
™ the Swiss 
aroy 7,000 carrier pigeons 
... heve to return to 


lif. I?' -1 ' to return to aviiiaij 

PJf® reported. The : 

Fed :ra i Military Depart- : 

3d i. q S°“ <I “ Swiss dailies, 
saidbudget restrictions "had j 
I hI C ? I eari y retirement, on 

wl!0 were fondly . 
,?* !hc “waged mes- *, 
the h? and served under 
™fai ners of tbe 51st Trans- . 
Regiment. The 266 
ehetge of the de- 
simS*'* binis *' m <* reas- 
budS h other duties in a 
CBt estimated at 






World News 


3rd be 
pulled rom 
Hong Ifong 
plane 
wreci 

HONG KOI £ (R) — A 
third body /as recovered 
■ . Saturday froqdie submerged 

■ wreckage of /Hercules trans- 
port plane tftt plunged into 

■ Hong Konefe arbour, killing 
at least th* people. 

A crew 4 12 was aboard, 
the plane £ the time of the 
crash Friay just moments 
; after takeff on the aircraft’s 
third fligH in 13 hours. 

Three pople are still mis- 
sing and^tared drowned. Six 
others ae in hospital, one 
criticall/ injured. 

The fight recorder has not 

S recovered from the 
in Kowloon Bay 
gements were being 
salvage the broken 
of the 12-year-old 
\x a heavy- lift crane. 
Ttk airport, with its single 
runway jutting into the har- 
boiuf off densely populated 
Kowloon, was closed for two 
hoirs following the accident. 
Fifty- two outbound flights 
ind 39 incoming flights were 
delayed with two others can- 
celled, a government spokes- 
man said. 

•All 12 on board were In- 
donesians. The Jakarta- 
baied, British chartered 
1100-30 transport plane had 
just returned to the British 




fe/ after a Hercules 1 


colony 


16 drop off Hong 
Kong police, prison service 
and immigration officials who 
had accompanied 33 Viet- 
namese boatpeople deported 
earlieyin the day. 

Buy Hong Kong’s Secret- 
ary /or Security Alistair 
py said the accident 
1 not halt Hong Kong's 
plaii to continue deporting 
namese migrants. 

spokesman for Hong 
g’s Civil Aviation Au- 
1 it was too early to 
date on the cause of the 


ly’s crash marked the 
1 time in six years that an 
has skated oft the 
/ngle runway at Hone 
g’s ageing airport ana 


into the heavily polluted wa- 
ters of the harbour. It was the 
worst incident since a Trident 
operated by China's CAAC 
plunged -off the runway into 
Kowloon Bay in 1988, killing 
seven. 

Last November, all 296 
passengers and crew on a 
Taiwanese B747-499 miracu- 
lously survived when the air- 
craft overshot the runway 
lashed by storm-force winds 
and ditched in the harbour. 

Late last year, authorities 
halted on safety grounds the 
practice of aircraft taking off 
and landing in opposite direc- 
tions, a system used late at 
night and in the early morn- 
ing to cut down noise over 
Kowloon. 


The cramped airport, 
which dates from before 
World War II. has one of the 
world’s busiest runways, 
sandwiched between the har- 
bour and teeming high-rise 
housing estates of Kowloon 
City. 

The Indonesian -operated 
Hercules was taking off for ii 
home base Jakarta and had 
reached an altitude of 60 
metres when it suddenly flop- 
ped into the harbour. 

The Hercules planes, a 
type which has been in ser- 
vice since 19S2, was operated 
by Pelita Air Services of In- 
donesia and sub-chartered by 
Heavylift Cargo Airlines 
Ltd., a unit of Britain’s Tra- 
falgar House Pic. 


N. Korea to allow inspections once pact agreed 


GENEVA (R) — North 
Korea indicated Saturday it 
would open up its 
sites to full inspection one 
trust had been built up 
the United States and boi 
sides had agreed on a pact 
restructure its nuclear indi 
try. 

But the Communist 
warned Washington that jle 
recent deployment of 
battleships m the Se; 
Japan could torpedo a 
round of talks ' ~ 
Pyongyang’s nuclear fog- 

r amme . / 

North Korea’s chief /< 
tiator Kang Sok-Ju sai ' 
once his country was siisfied 
with U.S. assuranceabat it 
would receive HgWwater 
atomic reactors, it wpld eli- 
minate any 
dons over its nud^r prog- 

In an unscheduled appear- 
ance before reports at the 
North Korean fission in 
Geneva, a relaxp Kang 
reiterated that » country 
could not accept / 
spections” of sfe 
sought by the ltemational 
Atomic Eneriy Agency 
(IAEA). 

“We have fever recog- 
nised special inpections,” he 
declared. 


But Mr. Kang, a first depu- 
ty foreign minister, added: 
“In future, when both sides 
have built up trust and confi- 
dence and normal relations, 
we would be prepared to 
demonstrate the transparen- 
cy of our nndear activities.’’ 

The United States and its 
allies have long suspected 
that North Korea had in the 
past secretly syphoned oft 
nuclear material from its one 
operational reactor to use in 
developing a crude nuclear 

The Vienna-based IAEA, 
the United Nations nndear 
watchdog, Friday renewed its 
call for inspection of two sites 
where it believes there could 
be evidence of midear arms 
development. 

Mr. Kang’s comments 
were seen as illustrating 
Pyongyang’s willingness to 
comply eventually with 
IAEA agreements, to run in 
parallel with a multi-billion 
dollar operation to supply the 
isolated state with new reac- 
tors. 

The deal may also hinge on 
an accord (between Washing- 
ton and Pyongyang — bitter 
adversaries since the 1950-53 
Korean War — to open up 


Mr. Kang was speaking 
just before a meeting of tech- 
nical experts of the two sides 
which North Korean officials 
said would aim to prepare a 
draft agreement on provision 
of light-water technology, 
hopefully to be completed 
next week. 

Mr. Kang said once details 
were finalised, be and U.S. 
delegation chief Robert Gal- 
lucci would meet again. 
North Korean offidals said 
another technical meeting 
was likely Monday before the 
next Kang-Gallucd encoun- 
ter. 

In a warning North Korea 
would ndt be pushed too far 
too soon, Mr. Kang said the 
deployment of a U.S. naval 
force in the Sea of Japan 
could endanger the current 
round of talks in Geneva. 

“I must say now that any 
deployment of military hard- 
ware or of a military threat 
agains t one side of this dia- 
logue would put a cloud over 
these discussions and jeopar- 
dise the possibility of any 
solution at these talks," Mr. 
Kang said. 

U.S. Pacific Fleet Com- 
mander Admiral Ronald Zla- 
toper said in an interview 
published in an American 


military newspaper this week 
that Washington had de- 
ployed the ships to send “a 
very strong message" to 
Pyongyang. 

The group comprises the 
aircraft carrier USS Kitty 
Hawk, three cruisers, a fri- 
gate and two logistics ships, 
he said. 

Mr. Kang said there bad 
been progress in his talks 
with Mr. Gallucci Friday. 
They focused on the replace- 
ment of North Korea's 
graphite reactors, two of 
whii± are under construc- 
tion, with light-water plants 
producing little weapons- 
grade plutonium. ... 

Pyongyang agreed to 
freeze much of its current 
nuclear industry plans after 
the last round of talks with 
the Americans in Geneva in 
August. In exchange, 
Washington said it would 
help North Korea obtain new 
plants. 

“The question is how clear 
cut the U.S. assurances will 
be for the provision of a 
light-water reactor?... And how dear 
cut and unambiguous U.S. 
steps will be to implement its 
own assurances?” Mr. Kang 
said, ruling out any involve- 
ment by rival South Korea i: 
the operation. 


ButMezi defies king, gives Shaka Day speech 


STANGErJ South Africa 
(R) — Soup African Zulu 
Chief Mang/suthu Buthelezi 
defied his kSg’s ban of Shaka 
Day celebrations to speak to 
a crowd cj 10,009 Saturday 
amid heaw security. 

“I belike that the day of 
King Sb/ka should not be 
used foeany party political 
wr anghr g or point scoring,” 
Mr. Bdbelezi told enthusias- 
tic supporters gathered at 
King/Shaka’s memorial 
monument in the middle of 
this rural town. 

As the Zulu chief spoke, 
hundreds of police and mem- 
bers of the South African 
National Defence Force 
armed with shotguns and 
assault rifles patrolled the 
centre of town, nearby 
townships and large areas of 
Kwazulu-Natal province. 

Zulu King Goodwill Zwe- 
li thfnt had ordered the Shaka 
Day festivities cancelled and 
broke off relations with his 
65-year-old unde after sup-1 
porters of Mr. Buthelezi’s In j 
katha Freedom ? art j 
stormed the royal reside: 
early this week. 

Mr. Buthelezi, speakingj 
nlace of the 45-year-old Y"* 


effectivefy claimed victory 
over hisnephew and said the 
celebraion honouring the 
foundeuof the Zulu nation in 
the 19tl century was the big- 

‘~i decades. 

_ ji year King Shaka’s 
celebntion is the largest in 40 
years / Mr. Buthelezi told 
cbeemg supporters, most of 
them dressed in traditional 
leoard skins and bran- 
dishAg eftrbs, sticks, spears 
andphields. 

_ng Shaka was a unifier 
of feople. It would be wrong 
i fuse his commemorative 
t Notions to divide people in- 
stead of uniting them,” he 
id, urging his supporters to 
T ite to rebuild post- 
pjrtheid South Africa, 
y Streets were teeming with 
beople and some arrived 
/bile Mr. Buthelezi was 
peaking for festivities around 
. Jie monument where the 
Zulu warrior king’s kraal was 
ituated. 

No incidents were re- 
ported, but violence monitors 
said dashes between those 
who heeded the king’s call 
and Mr. Buthelezi supporters 
could happen after the rally 


broke up. 

President Nelson Mande- 
la’s African National Con- 
gress (ANC), which was In- 
katha’s chief rival in the vio- 
lent period leading up to 
April’s historic all-race elec- 
tions in South Africa, had 
called on its members to stay 
away from the rally. 

The rift between the con- 
servative Buthelezi and King 
Goodwill is seen as benefit- 
ting the ANC, with King 
Goodwill moving doser to 
the ANC camp. But there are 
concerns that violence could 
erupt among rival factions in 
.the nine-million strong Zulu 
tribe. South Africa’s largest. 

Violence in Kwazulu-Natal 
has eased since the elections 
but about 15,000 people have 
died in the past decade in 
fighting largely spurred by 
rivalry between Inkatha and 
the ANC - .' 

Townships around the port 
dty of Durban and Stanger 
were quiet earlier Saturday. 

The settlements had been 
wracked by political fighting 
among Zulus divided in loyal- 
ty to the ANC and Inkatha. 

" Another service, also to be 


addressed by Mr. Buthelezi, 
is to be held in Kwamashu 
Sunday. The township out- 
side the port city of Durban is 
regarded by many as an ANC 
stronghold. 

Mr. Buthelezi, who is 
home affairs minister in Mr. 
Mandela’s government, said 
he was the one who fought 
for constitutional recognition 
of the Zulu monarchy in 
democratic South Africa. 

“The fight to secure the 
Zulu monarchy was a fight 
for a democratic South Afri- 
ca. It is not a fight for the 
Inkatha Freedom Party. I do 
not ride on the back of his 
majesty, the king of the 
Zulus,” he told cheering sup- 
porters. 

“If it were not for the 
Inkatha Freedom Party and 
myself, the monarchy would 
have been destroyed by 
now,” he added. 

Mr. .Buthelezi did not com- 
ment directly on the rift or 
refer to his having been 
sacked as the king's tradition- 
al prime minister. 

The official programme still 
described Mr. Buthelezi as 
‘Traditional prime minister to 
King Zwelithini.” 


Armani, Fibre quizzed in Italian corruption probe 


ULAN (R) — Desig 
iorgk) Armani and C 
anco Ferre, two of thcpig- 
st names in Italian fasten, 
ere interrogated Saif" 

; pan of a sweeping 
robe into tax authones. 
lilan, judicial sour cjsaid- 
The two were qui fed by 
aly’s top anri-graftpveso- 
itor Antonio Di Pip oy er 
leged bribes paid/; Italian 
garment 


Some of Itaf’ S 
famous de$i 
touched by i 

has sent a shut*! — 
the fashion wop culy 
before the ooen/g rf Milan " 


the industry’s main interna 
tional events. 

The corpulent, bespecta- 
cled Ferre, who is also the 
chief designer for the house 
of Dior in Paris, declined to 
comment as he left Milan's 
grim courthouse accompa- 
nied by his lawyer. 

“I have nothing to say,” 
said Ferre, whose angular de- 
signs hark back to his training 
as an architect. He was dres- 
sed in a blue, double- 
breasted blazer and grey 
trousers. 

The 50-year-old Ferre’s 
organisation is suspected of 
having paid kickbacks to tax 
authorities in Milan, Italy’s 
capital of fashion, state tele- 
vision said. 


His interrogation was pro- 
ceeded by that of the silver- 
haired and suntanned Arma- 
ni, 60, whose ready-to-wear 
garments, renowned for their 
simple lines, cost up to 
S10.000. 

Italian News Agency 
(ANSA)." quoting judicial 
sources, said the House of 
Armani was suspected of 
paying about 100 million lire 
($66,000) in kickbacks. 

The designers' names 
added to the roll-call of top 
figures who have paraded 
through Mr! Di Pietro’s 

office, an unwarranted dis- 
traction before next Satur- 
day’s opening of the fashion 
shows. 

Recently, designers Kryzia 


and Gianmaria Buccellati 
have been quizzed as part of 
the investigation, as was San- 
to Versace, brother of 
fashion guru Gianni Versace. 

Earlier Saturday, oil com- 
pany executive Luciano De 
Camillo turned himself into 
the elite “clean hands" pool 
of graft-busters to answer 
their allegations that he 
helped Krjraa’s company set 
up a system to pay kickbacks. 

An arrest warrant was 
issued last week against Mr. 
De Camillo by magistrates 
who suspect Kryzia of paying 
a $260,000 bribe. 

Mr. Di Pietro, Italy’s most 
popular magistrate, 
spearheaded the probes into 

corrupt links. 
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Bosnian Serbs prevent U.N. 
patrols in weapons ban zone 



Ambassador Sergei Lavrov (2nd left), the conflict. The resolution was approved with 1 1 
Russian Federation's permanent rep resen ta- yes votes and two abstentions. Rwanda’s 

five to the Urn ted Nations, votes in favour of a permanent representatives. Ambassador 

Security Council resolution suspending some Bakuramutsa Maori (right), was one of those 
sanctions levied against the Republic of Serbia who abstained 
and Montenegro for its role In the Bosnian 


SARAJEVO (R) — Defiant 
Bosnian Serbs have refused 
to let U.N. peacekeepers 
verify banned guns have been 
removed from around 
Sarajevo despite new sanc- 
tions and the threat of air 
strikes the U.N. said Satur- 
day. 

Military spokesman Koos 
Sol told journalists in 
Sarajevo the Serbs, angered 
by die destruction of one of 
their tanks by NATO war- 
planes, blocked special U.N. 
verification patrols from the 
i Sarajevo weapons exclusion 
zone. 

Mr. Sol said the checks 
“could not go on” although 
the U.N. has warned it may 
j call in NATO air power un- 
less all illegally deployed 
1 guns are shifted from the 20 
kilometres radius zone 
around the city. 

Sarajevo Airport was on 
alert and no flights were plan- 
ned Saturday after the Serbs 
said they could not guarantee 
the safety of relief planes 
which fly low over their guns 
when taking off and landing. 

Bosnian Serb Army (BSA) 
forces were still firing at the 
airport and at United Nations 
Protection Force (UNPRO- 
FOR) troops in spite of the 
NATO attack on the T-55 
tank. 

It was hit by warplanes 
after a French peacekeeper 
was seriously wounded by 
Serb fire Thursday. 

The NATO intervention 
and the imposition of new 
U.N. sanctions against the 
Bosnian Serbs were part of 
intensified efforts to make 
them comply with U.N. re- 
solutions and to agree to a big 
power peace plan for Bosnia. 

The sanctions agreed Fri- 
day ban foreign travel by 
political and military leaders 
of the self-proclaimed Bos- 
nian Serb Republic and trade 
with the territory. 

At the same time, the U.N. 
Security Council eased sanc- 
tions against rump Yugosla- 
via, restoring international 
air and sporting links, in re- 
turn for Serbian President 
Slobodan Milosevic's military 
blockade of the Bosnian 
Serbs. 

With Belgrade’s allies in 


Moscow also out of patience 
with the Bosnian Serbs, they 
are virtually friendless in 
their confrontation with the 
big powers while U.S. press- 
ure mounts for the lifting of a 
U.N. arms embargo against 
their Muslim foes. 

Washington has set the 
Bosnian Serbs a deadline of 
Oct. IS to accept the peace 
plan. It is encouraging the 
U.N. and NATO to strictly 
enforce the weapons exclu- 
sions zones imposed to pro- 
tect Muslims from their 
adversary’ military superior- 
ity. 

U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher said: 
“We’re going to be watching 
Sarajevo very carefully and 
urging UNPROFOR in the 
strongest possible terms to 
enforce the exclusion zone.” 

BSA Commander General 
Ratko Mladic, a bellicose 
hardliner, responded to the 
pressure with a threat to re- 
taliate against NATO and the 
U.N. chiefs who ordered the 
destruction of the tank. 

The U.N.’s lightly armed 
forces and NATO aircraft are 
vulnerable to attack by the 
Bosnian Serbs who hold 
thousands of UNPROFOR 
soldiers as virtual hostages 
and are equipped with anti- 
aircraft missiles. .• - 


The Serbs anticipated the 
imposition of new sanctions 
by ruling out any further dis- 
cussion of the peace plan 
until it was redrawn by the 
big power contact group 
which prepared it. 

The plan divides Bosnia 
almost equally between the 
Serbs and a federation of 
Muslims and Croats. Serbs 
would be obliged to give up a 
third of the territory they 
control after 29 months of 
fighting. 

The* U.N.’s sanctions 
against Serbia and Mon- 
tenegro were imposed in May 
1992 to punish Mr. Milosevic 
for arming and organising the 
Bosnian Serb war machine as 
old Yugoslavia disintegrated. 

A trade and oil embargo 
which have helped wreak 
economic havoc on them will 
remain despite the easing of 
some sanctions as a result of 
Mr. Milosevic’s backing for 
the peace plan. 

Deputy Yugoslav Foreign 
Minister Nikola Cacinovic 
said the relaxation was a 
“small step compared to the 
big moves made by Yugos- 
avia... we hope the Security 
Council will make a move 
towards complete lifting with 
more determination now.” 

The Security Council has 


(AFP photo) 


allowed the reopening of Bel- 
grade Airport and Podgor- 
ica Airport in Montenegro to 
international flights once the 
secretary general is satisfied 
the blockade of the Bosnian 
Serbs is working. 

Residents of Serbia and 
Montenegro heaved a sigh of 
relief Saturday as the United 
Nations lightened the embar- 
go against them, but many 
said the move was unlikely to 
relieve the difficulties of their 
daily lives. 

The Tanjug news agency 
said that “the Security Coun- 
cil has taken a first step to- 
wards repairing its own mis- 
takes and has reintegrated 
Yugoslavia into the interna- 
tional community." 

Although the “good news" 
announced by all Belgrade's 
radio and television stations 
early Saturday did not lead to 
an explosion’ of joy in the 
streets, passers-by said they 
were pleased that the “ice 
was broken" and said they 
hoped that “better days" lay 
ahead. 

But for many of Yugosla- 
via’s 10.5 million inhabitants 
who often find it difficult to 
meet their basic requirements 
after two years of sanctions, 
the move will not change 
much in their daily lives. 


Death toll rises to 22 in 


Chirac cold-shoulders 


Philippine mudflows 


PORAC, Philippines (R) — 
Mudflows thundering down 
the slopes of Mount Pinatubo 
volcano in the Philippines 
have killed at least 22 people 
and forced more than 78,000 
to flee, relief offidals said 
Saturday. 

Rescue workers recovered 
four more bodies from vil- 
lages near the volcano which 
were battered by mudflows 
Friday in the districts of 
Porac and Bacolor in pam- 
panga province just north of 
Manila, the offidals said. 

Fresh mudflows, in some 
places up to 12 ft (four 
metres) high, hit both dis- 
tricts Saturday forcing 
thousands more people to 
evacuate their homes. 

No further deaths have 
been reported, offidals said. 

Among the latest evacuees 
was a month-old baby boy 
who had apparently been 


abandoned. Police Superin- 
tendent Anedto Frany told 
reporters. 

He said a rescue helicopter 
had spotted the baby lying in 
a box on top of an abandoned 
bouse. 

Police and other emergen- 
cy services were already on 
standby when the latest 
mudflows occurred. 

Military helicopters and 
rubber boats were used to 
ferry villagers to safety. 
Schools in surrounding areas 
were turned into evacuation 
centres and tents are being 
set up. 

Relief offidals said 32,800 
people had been evacuated 
from Bacolor and 45,300 
from Porac. 

Mudflows have been a con- 
stant threat since Pinatubo 
erupted in 1991, dumping 
millions of tons of ash and 
debris . 


joint ticket with Bahadur 


PARIS (R) — Conservative 
leader Jacques Chirac Satur- 
day reacted coolly to calls for 
a joint campaign ticket with 
his rival presidential hopeful, i 
Prime Minister Edouard Bal- 
ladur. 

A day after Mr. BaUadur 
implicitly tagged him a loser 
in the most bruising battle 
between the two men so far, 
Mr. Chirac appeared anxious 
to distance himself from his 
probable fellow-contender 
for the nomination of the 
Rally For the Republic 
(RPR) party. 

Asked about calls from in- 
side the GauUist party for 
him to run as president with 
Mr. Ballad ur as his desig- 
nated prime minister, RPR 
leader Chirac firmly signalled 
the idea had iocg ceased to 
be relevant. 

“That was thought up 
some time ago,” he told 


France-3 Television, adding 
with a sarcastic smile: “I 
don’t think it was necessarily 
the worst solution." 

Several RPR parliamenta- 
rians. anxious to defuse a 
damaging fratricidal war 
ahead of next year’s pres- 
idential elections, bad sug- 
gested the two run on a joint 
ticket. 

But mr. Chirac was quick 
to stress the differences be- 
tween himself and Mr. Baha- 
dur. 

“You mustn’t always 
ascribe aggressive or perverse 
intentions to either one of us. 
Things are often much sim- 
pler than people think. We 
have different tempera- 
ments," Mr. Chirac said. 

“He is him and I am me," 
Mr. Chirac said with emph- 
asis, adopting a well-known 
phrase coined by former Pre- 
mier Laurent Fabius. 


Zaire will not be another Haiti — Japanese minister 



GOMA, Zaire (AFP) — 
Japanese peacekeepers in 
Zaire will consider whether 
to open fire to defend aid 
workers or other threatened 
people on a “case-by-case" 
basis. Defence Minister 
Tokuichiro Tamazawa told 
AFP Saturday. 

Asked what his troops 
would do if confronted with 
the sort of situation which 
saw U.S. troops stand by in 
Haiti earlier this week as a 
man was clubbed to death, he 
said: “We are here for the 
humanitarian operation and 
we expect that such things 
will never happen. The sol- 
diers can fire only in self- 
defence.” 

Pressed on whether 
Japanese troops would open 
fire to protect themselves, 
but not others — such as aid 
workers in the volatile re- 
fugee camps around Goma — 
Mr. Tamazawa said: “Of 
course the possibility exists to 
help if there is danger and 
they are near us, for their 
protection. Case-by-case." 

Mr. Tamazawa was in 
Goma to see preparations for 
the arrival of Japan’s first 
foreign military mission 

under its own command since 
World War EL 

He was met at the airport 
by Zairean Minister of De- 
fence Mavua Mudimo and 
escorted past a guard of hon- 
our by a goose-stepping offic- 
er wearing dark glasses. 

With the Japanese flag 
flying over part of the Frcr.dt 
camp at the airfield, he was 


introduced to French officers 
overseeing their pullout from 
Goma, which is due to be 
completed by the end of the 
month. 

Then Mr. Tamazawa and 
his delegation, accompanied 
by a mob of Japanese jour- 
nalists and television crew 
paid a flying visit to Mugunga 
refugee camp outside Goma 
which houses some 220,000 
people — up to 30,000 of 

them soldiers and militiamen 
of the defeated Rwandan 
army. 

A motorcade of around 25 

vehicles, escorted by truck- 
loads of heavily-armed Zai- 
rean soldiers, some with 
mounted machineguns and 
blowing whistles, cut a 
swathe through the traffic 
and masses of people on the 


road to Mugunga. 

At the edge of the sprawl- 
ing camp, Tamazawa in- 
spected refugee hovels made 
of sticks, straw and U.N.- 
donated plastic, with re- 
fugees fleeing Zairean sol- 
diers who cleared the way. 

Later, be was due to meet 
the local governor before re- 
turning on his Air Kenya 
charter flight to Nairobi. 

An advance party of 20 

Japanese soldiers arrived in 
Goma Friday to prepare for 
the arrival of the main contin- 
gent of 290 troops supported 
by 180 air force personnel on 

Oct. 2. 

Japanese troops have 
taken part in U.N. opera- 
tions in Cambodia and 
Mozambique since 1992, but 
their mission to Rwandan re- 


rived Friday in Goma to help 
ugees (AFP photo) 

fugees is the first under inde- 
pendent command since 
World War II. 

They are due to proride 
mainly medical sem'ces and 
water purification, but many 
in Japan fear they could be 
sucked into the violence 
which is never far from the 
surface in this region. 

Well-placed Western 
sources say there are strong 
indications, particularly from 

Mugunga camp, that the de- 
feated Rwandan army is 
planning to launch an offen- 
sive in" October to cry to 
regain power. 

The soldiers, mainly from 
the Hutu majority, fled the 
country ahead of rebels of the 
Rwandan Patriotic after mass 
murders of the Tutsi minor- 

ity. 
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Going the extra mile 


THE DECISION by U.S. Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher to visit the 
Middle East by the be ginning of October 
to reactivate the Syrian-Israeli track of 
the peace talks indicates that progress is 
expected. The gap between Tel Aviv and 
Damascus on the major two issues of 
withdrawal bom the Golan and norma- 
lisation of ties seems to be narrowing, 
prompting Mr. Christopher to come to 
the area to posh for a breakthrough in 
apparently stalemated negotiations. 

What adds credence to the speculation 
that something is brewing on the Syrian 
front is the flurry of Israeli political 
activity on the Golan Heights. There has 
been talk recently in Israel of compensat- 
ing Israeli settlers when the time becomes 
ripe for dismantling Jewish settlements 
on the Syrian lands. Even the Likud 
leader, Benjamin Netanyahu, is no longer 
viewing vacating the Golan as a taboo 
and instead insisting on keeping all of the 
Golan Heights as only a “starting” point 
for the negotiations with Damascus. The 
Likud’s earlier conditions for either 
general elections or a referendum before 
withdrawal from the Golan are not ex- 
pected to raise practical obstacles should 
Prime Minis ter Yitzhak Rabin and Presi- 
dent Assad succeed in reaching a peace 
deal through U.S. mediations by the end 
of this year. Given President Assad’s 
commitment for total peace in return for 
a complete Israeli withdrawal from Sy- 
rian territory, the gap between the two 
countries is anything bat unbridgeable. 

Whether American diplomacy is able 
to convene a high-level meeting, presum- 
ably between the foreign ministers of the 
two countries on the sidelines of the U.N. 
General Assembly meetings in New York, 
remains to be seen. Such a meeting, 
symbolic as it may be, would certainly 
help warm the atmosphere of negotia- 
tions between the two. Yet the Syrians 
are determined on hearing a c ommitm ent 
first from the Israeli side for a complete 
withdrawal from the Golan Heights in 
accordance with U.N. Security Council 
resolutions 242 and 338. The Israeli side, 
led by Foreign Minister Shimon Peres, 
might just use the opportunity to declare 
such an intention at the General Assem- 
bly. Should that be the case, a real 
breakthrough on the Syrian-Israeli front 
would be made. 







A COLUMN&T in A1 Ra’i Saturday decried lack of 
coordination among the Arab parties involved in the peace 
process with Israel, saying that the Madrid conference 
seems to have divided rather than gathered the Arab 
parties or unified their stand. Mahmoud Rimawi said that it 
is regrettable that relations among these parties are frozen 
or lukewarm, something which can by so means help the 
Arab Nation regain its usurped rights. It is regrettable also 
to see the peace process going along four rather than one 
track, with some of them moving forward faster than 
others. The writer said that the four Arab governments 
involved in the peace process should realise that the Arab 
people in Jordan, Palestine, Lebanon and Syria have a 
common denominator and their interests are one and the 
same; and they should therefore work towards streamlining 
their stand and pooling their efforts to arrive at the 
common objectives. It is hard to explain the present 
situation in which , said the writer, Arab parties are 
continually drifting away from one another the closer they 
move towards a deal with Israel. 


A COLUMNIST in A1 Dustoor Saturday said that the cost 
of living in Jordan has become unbearable while unemploy- 
ment rates continue to grow every day. Problems facing 
Jordan on the domestic front are so many and so serious; 
and the government is called on to embark on practical 
steps to address the situation, said Taber A1 Adwan. We do 
not expect the government to apply Socialism neither do 
we expect it to play the role of Robin hood — taking away 
the wealth of the rich to give to the poor — but we expect 
rationalising public expenditure as well as applying social 
justice, said the writer. Our government, like any other in 
the world, cannot end the country’s crisis with a magic but 
it can and should act in unison and in a team to find 
solutions to the chronic problems, said the writer. He said 
that the public feels that each department is striving to 
increase state revenues regardless of the public interest . 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse By Dr- Fahed Fanek 


Are confidential negotiations 
in progress? 
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LOOKING AT the surface only, we may conclude that the 
Jordanian-Israeli peace process is going nowhere. But it 
seems that there is much more than meets the eye. 

Shimon Peres, the Israeli foreign minister and the 
intellectual engineer of the peace process, insists that peace 
negotiations with any Arab country should take place at 


show a commitment to peace in front of TV cameras for all 
the people to see and accept, and the other in secret to 
exchange concessions away from the glare of the TV 
cameras and other media which may limit the ability of the 


negotiators to move, and may harden positions and prevent 
decision-makers from backing off on previously declared 


positions which were meant only mi a starting point in the 
bargaining to maximise results. 

At the same time we notice that three years of active 
Jordanian-Israeli negotiations in the open failed to produce 
more than a preliminary agenda which was hesitantly 
signed on Sept. 14, 1993, while huge achievements and a 
major breakthrough were made in a fast manner and 
crowned in the Washington Declaration. It is evident that 
this progress did not take place suddenly bat was the 
outcome of a confidential track, the results of which were 
transferred to the official track, which appeared to have 
suddenly moved after a long period of stalemate. 

Now we find that the official track of negotiations which 
took place at the two sides of the Dead Sea and at the 
shores of Tiberias are stagnant with no results worth 
mentioning. Yet the Jordanian people are told to rest 
assured that the peace process is doing fine and that the 
results are promising and the right decisions are being 
made to safeguard the best interests of the country, and the 
well-being of the people. 

Putting these seemingly contradicting facts beside each 
other, namely the insistence of Israel on a secretive course 


of negotiations, the breakthrough of July 1994, the 
stagnation in the formal course of negotiations, and the 
assurances which Jordanians recently received from their 
top leaders, then we can simply conclude that the real 
action is not that which we watch live at the TV screens, 
nor what Fayez Tarawneh, head of the Jordanian delega- 
tion is telling the media after each session. The most 
important thing takes place somewhere else without any 
noise. 

In the meeting of the Jordanian journalists with Prime 
Minister Abdul Sal am MajaK, I asked the premier directly 
whether a secretive track of negotiations existed. He did 
not confirm nor deny the assumption, but he mentioned 
meetings and talks that are taking place outside the 
ordinary negotiations. Therefore, the conclusion of a peace 
treaty between Jordan and Israel within a few months could 
not be ruled out if the secret negotiations are, as we expect 
them, progressing fester despite the waste of time in the 
official negotiations. 

Should the Jordanians worry that we may end up with a 
bad treaty, secretly cooked? I don’t think so. The 
Jordanian rights and conditions are well-known and de- 
fined, no Jordanian official can accept less. We were told 
that 385.7 square kilometres of our land were seized by 
Israel and must be returned. No responsible Jordanian 
official can afford to accept 385 square kilometres and give 
away the remaining fraction. 

Similarly we were told that we have the right to receive 
100 million cubic metres of drinking water from Tiberias 
being our share in River Jordan. No responsible official can 
settle for less. As far as Yaimouk River is concerned, all 
Israeli objections and reservations against the implementa- 


tion and international financing of Al Wahda Dam must be 
lifted. Other problems related to Yarmouk River will .be 
worked out with Syria separately. , 



China’s reformist road looks 
safe from a Soviet-style breakup 


By Lyman Miller 


WASHINGTON — Cur- 
rent opinion on China has 
an endof-an-era tone, a 
sense of coming dynastic 
change. Deng Xiaoping has 
turned 90. In recent yearn, 
as Mr. Deng has retired 
from his official posts, Chi- 
na-watchers have main- 
tained a death watch, ex- 
pecting his imminent de- 
mise to set in motion poli- 
tical transition and perhaps 


in China before and after 
1989 and Tiananmen may 
turn out to be as important 
as the undeniably impress- 
ive changes. 

One of the key con- 
tinuities is Communist poli- 
tical leadership. The lead- 
ership, headed by Mr. 
Deng, was the critical ing- 
redient in the changes in 
China after 1978. It re- 
mains an important engine 
of change ttxlay. 


China’s foreign trade sys- 
tem to conform to interna- 
tional standards, and cor- 
poratising the money-los- 
ing state enterprise system. 
They were ratified at the 
highest party levels last 
October. Their endorse- 
ment shows that the party 
leadership is not paralysed 
and without a clear sense of 
policy direction. 

Second, the resurgence 
of economic reform over 


Some expect the sort of 
vicious Factional conflict 
over succession that is 
typical of Communist 
states, leading quickly this 
time to the collapse of 
Communist Party. In its 
place, some see the out- 
break of democracy, others 
the imposition of military 
authoritarianism in the 
name of maintaining order. 
For yet others, there is a 
prospect of the breakup of 
China, following the exam- 
ple of the Soviet Union. 

This is probably a mis- 
take. China is different 
from the Soviet Union, and 
our view of it should not be . 
coloured too much by what 
happened there. Remem- 
ber, it was only a few years 
ago that China was seen 
not as the repressive, reac- 
tionary Communist politic- 
al fossil it seems today but 
rather as the front-running 
reformist Communist state. 

It seemed at least possible 
that China might succeed in 
building a new, market- 
driven economy out of its 
failing Stalinist planning 
system. China, not the 
Soviet Union and Eastern 
Europe, seemed ripe for 
liberalising evolution, 
perhaps even revolution. 

This overnight shift in. 
perspective suggests cau- 
tion against extreme pre- 


“In short, China’s present top lead- 
ers comprise an activist leadership 
that is not weak, fragmented and 
waiting passively for Mr. Deng’s 
passing or its own demise.” 


There are several reasons 
to suspect that China’s pre- 
sent party leadership, 
headed by party chief Jiang 
Zemin, will prevail in a 
post-Deng era. First, it has 
pursued an aggressive 
programme of economic 
reform despite significant 
risk to social and political 
stability. The economic 
boom in China is often 
associated with Mr. Deng’s 
tour of South China in ear- 
ly 1992, but it draws on a 


the past four years suggests 
an unusual degree of lead- 
ership consensus. This im- 
pression is borne out by a 
dose analysis of the politic- 
al predilections of the 
seven-member Politburo 
Standing Committee. Chi- 
na’s most powerful political 
body. Six of the seven are 
reformist in orientation; 
the seventh — Prime 
Minister Li Peng — has 
conservative credentials’ 
but since the fall of 1991 
has been working hard to 


policies bad led the eco- 
nomy into a severe down- 
turn. 

Since then, resurgent 
party reformers have 
steadily pressed ahead, 
placing on the agenda key 
finn^l rhanpes. 


dictions. For the foresee- 
able future, the continuities 


institutional changes. 
These include banking and 
fiscal reform, revamping 


sound like an activist re- 
former. 

There are undoubtedly 
divisions and conflicts 
among these men, bat to an 
unusual degree they have 
not crept into public view. 
Instead, public leadership 
activities show a rigorous 
effort to project a dear 
division of labour and 
observance of routine. 

Third, with the exception 


of Mr. Deng, the party 
elders whose disagree- 
ments dominated politics in 
the 1980s are a declining 
force. Death has already 
thinned their ranks. Four 
of the eight key elders died 
in the past two years, all 
from the conservative 
wing. The remaining elders 
are rarely heard on any 
issue. The key elder, of 
course, remains Mr. Deng. 
Attention in China’s media 
to his rare public appear- 
ances and views seems 
orchestrated to reinforce 
present reform policies and 
to spotlight the roles of 
front-line leaders in prepa- 
ration for his passing. 

Last, the central lead- 
ership has not lost the 
means to control the pro- 
vinces. Assertions of pro- 
vincial autonomy, in which 
the provinces ignore Beij- 
ing and go their own way, 
rest on economic trends 
and are exaggerated. 

In short, China’s present 
top leaders comprise an 
activist leadership that is 
not weak, fragmented and 
waiting passively for Mr. 
Deng's passing or its own 
demise. The Communist 
regime indeed faces daunt- 
ing problems of transform- 
ing China’s economic sys- j 
tern and governing a rapid- I 
ly changing society. These 
tasks entail unpredictable 
challenges that may well 
overturn the regime in the 
end. But leadership para- 
lysis, inflexibility, passivity 
and divisiveness are not 
likely to contribute to that 
outcome if present trends 
continue. 


The writer is a professor of 
China studies at the Paul 
H. Nitze School of Adv- 
anced International Studies 
at Johns Hopkins Universi- 
ty. This comment is re- 
printed from the Washing- 
ton Post. 



Important 
movement on 
Syrian track 


By G.H. Jansen 


DAMASCUS — The pre- 
sent state of Israel-Syria 
back in the Middle East 
peace process, redolent of 
lies and posturings by 
Israel, would be comic 
opera if it were not also 
perilously -.near complete 


Rabin asarted that an ini- 
tial withcawal from the 
Golan wo .Id be “margin- 
al” follower by a three year 
probation priod- For the 
Syrians this *£fer was mere- 
ly grotesque and they re- 
jected jt, 


veiop merit Was -that in July 
the U.S- Secretary of State 
Warren Ghnstopber con- 
vinced the Syrians that the 
Israelis now' accepted that 
there could be no regional 
peace agreement without 
Syria, that tKeie could be 
no peace with fcjria without 


However, sispectipg that 
“something" vas going on, 
hardliners in Israel 
opposed to an: withdrawal 
increased then well-orga- 
nised and nyfey protests 
backed by the Liknd 
opposition party in parlia- 
ment. 

Since Mr. Rabii has only 


Golan, and that vitbdrawal 
had to be complete and 
total. 

Though there was no • 
mention of an actral Israel 
withdrawal, the lyrians 
were gratified flat the 
Israelis had moved almost 
all the way towards tie one 
and only Syrian demmd for 
complete withdrawal 

The deadlock wa not 
broken but it was easd to 
the extent that the two’ 
ambassadors in Wassing- 
ton could hold tech leal 
discussions on the smller 
issues consequent on an 
agreement on basic issts. 

None of the parties on- 
cemed have referred to tis 
important developmer, 
particularly not Israd 
where withdrawal from th 
Golan is an explosive- issue 
Instead of frankly admit 
ting that Israel was chang- 
ing its position, on which 
there bad been hints that 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 


a narrow majority n parlia- 
ment, it did not take very- 
much to convince it that 
pushing ahead with xmces- 
sions on the Golan would 
almost certainly lead to its 
loss in the next election in 
1996. 

Accordingly, Israel is 
now vigorously back-ped- 
alling away from even the 


Hence the statement by 
Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres, a dove to Mr. 
Rabin's hawk, that there 
could be a marginal with- 
drawal before the elections 
but that any major with- 
drawal could only come 
three years after the elec- 
tion, that is in 1999. Which, 
for the Syrians, is utterly 
ludicrous. 


The Syrians, alwayywary ; 
of Israeli duplicity, left 
themselves an escape hatch 
by saying that the present 
peace process was only one 
option, from which Syria 
could pull out. That would, 
virtually, mean the end of 
the process. 


Corruption probes 
fuel fratricidal 
French race 


By John Folain 

Reuter 


PARIS — A spate of cor- 
ruption probes rocking 
France’s political establish- 
ment is fuelling a back- 
stabbing climate poisoning 
the race for next year’s 
presidential elections. 

The main victims are in 
the ruling coalition, which 
is being torn; apait by the 
rivalry between two unde- 
clared candidi|iies — Prime 
Minister Edouard Ballad or 
and Paris Mayor Jacques 
Chirac, both of the con- 
servative Rally for the Re- 
public (RPR). 

This week aloie, two of 
Mr. BaOadur’s ministers 
have had to deiy corrup- 
tion allegations. 

Suspicions tiat the 
allegations wen being 
driven by politics surfaced 
at a two-day meting of 
RPR parli am entaians in 
the eastern city of Colmar,* 
which was dominaed by 
the right’s fratricidd war. 

On die first day of the 
meeting on Thursoy, a 
newspaper said Yonh and 
Sports Minister Mtbele 
Alhot-Marie was undr in- 
vestigation for alleged^ re- 
ceiving payment froi a 
pharmaceuticals firm for 
fictitious consultancy WTk. 

One party spokesworan 
hinted heavily that this \as 
part of the infighting fe_ 
tween the two president] 
hopefuls. 

“There’s nothing new i 
the report. The question is 
who has an interest in mak- 
ing this come out now?” 
she said, indicating that the 
answer was the Bailadur 
fir P . Minister 

Awot-htanc “ ver y close 
to Mr. Chirac. 


ignedn July shortly before 
beingdaoed under investi- 
gation ver the costly bail- 
out ofiis campaign news- 
papers by public works 
groups. 

Miniser Alliot-Marie’s 
case wa disclosed in the ' 
daily Lt Parisien, earlier 
this week a leaked judicial 
report onvfr. Longuet was 
splashed ci the frqnt page 
of the left-ving Liberation. | 

Justice jinister^Pierre 
Mehaigneri, backing Mr. 
Longuet's ckim that he was 
being huntet like a quarry, , 
said on Fridiy that elected 1 
officials as wdl as company 
bosses shoud not have 
their reputatiois torn apart . 
by the media. 

”It‘s difficut to work 
with serenity in such a cli- 
mate. The pubs cation of 
judicial reports is highly 

abnormal " lw tnM 


abnormal.” he told the dai- 
ly 1/s Monde. 

“You say there is a 1 
plethora of scandals. But 
there aren’t more scandals 
today than yesterday. The 
difference is that today 
they are coming out,” Mr. ! 
Mehaignerie added. 


According to unions rep J : 
resenting judges, the poli- j 
tical scandals surfacing to- i 
day are the fruit of pioneer- 
ing probes in the 1980s into | 
Socialist Party frindraising. 


A new generation of uk 
vestigating magistrates 
feels more independent 
than its predecessors in 
conducting probes. The 
clean-up campaign in Italy 

haS also hf>!n»s4 “Umli. 


According to the con- 
servative daily Le Figaro 
die rough-and-tumble scuf- 
fling by undeclared candi- 
date m advance of the 
1995 campaign has created 
a poisonous atmosphere in 
the coalition. 


"people watch each 
other, people can't stand 
each other. Knives are 


r.',u K vacKsiage. 
Its become a thieves' 
kitchen, said the paper. 
Industry Minister (retard 


has also helped “legiti- 
mise” the role of France’s 
judiciary. 

“It’s become more diffi- 
cult to shelve scandals," 
aid Jean-CIaude Bouvier, 
general secretary at the 
■ftist Magistrates’ Syndi- 
l te. “When Socialist cor* 
Option came out, it was 
“e pandora’s box. It 
b’ped blow the lid on ev- 
er '.hmg.’’ 

. the barrage of inves*' 
OgSons rocked the race 
jbr the presidency, Mr. 


presidency, ott. 
Bonier cautioned however 
t “ at te embittered atmos- 
pberi could hurt the 
judgd efforts. 


“ p e*le like Mr. Lon- 
guet assaying they are the. 

victim^ _ Li 


yic pw f »f persecution, of 
P?lit:ca manoeuvring. 
*flat tovd help pave the 
utting a rein on 
the juefee ” be said. 
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Haitians at U.S. camp in Cuba still fear return 


By Jane Arraf 

Reuter 

GUANTANAMO BAY, 
Cuba — While Haitians line 
the streets of Port-au- 
Prince to cheer American 
soldiers, thousands of Hai- 
tian refugees languishing in 
a U.S. Base in Cnba sav 
they won't go home until 
President Jean Bertrand 
Aristide is back. 

Many of the refugees, 
physically and psychologi- 
cally scarred by years of 
political violence and seeth- 
ing with frustration, say 
they will not feel safe even 
then. 

In the first visit by foreign 
reporters to Guantanamo 
Bay since Washington 
agreed with Haiti’s military 
leaders on the weekend to 
avert an invasion to restore 
Mr. Aristide, refugees 
Thursday said it would take 
more than the arrival of 
U.S. troops to convince 
them to return. 

“Even if Aristide comes 
back we will not be safe,” 
said Desire Jean Phaniel, 
bolding a picture of his 
horribly-disfigured wife, 
fatally burned in a fire be- 
lieved set by paramilitary 
thugs in a Port-au-Prince 
slum last December. 

Suze Dijon, dressed in 
street clothes for the last 
photo before she died, was 
sitting on the edge of an 
iron hospital bed trying to 
smile for the camera. 

But the 29-year-old 
woman’s face had melted, 
leaving only a smooth sheet 
of plastic-looking skin 
where her left eye had 
been. 

"One of my babies died 
with her,” Mr. Phaniel, 
who fled Haiti four months 
ago, told Reuters. 

Other refugees, noting 
military leader Raoul Ced- 
ras had reneged on his last 
promise to the United 
States to step down, said 
they would return after 
making sure that Mr. Aris- 
tide did. 

Giant loudspeakers 
broadcast a translation 
from the camp's Creole 
radio station of the populist 
president's latest address 
calling for Haitians to re- 
build their country. 

Some of the refugees ex- 
pressed disbelief when told 
that the last-minute agree- 
ment brokered by former 
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RUNNING FOR LIFE! A Haitian woman in Port-au-Prince tries to get on a bos leaving the capital to the countryside where H a iti a ns believe they will be safer 


U.S. president Jimmy Car- 
ter did not call for the Hai- 
tian military to be disarmed 
— a major complaint of Mr. 
Aristide. 

"They will keep their 
guns?" asked a bewildered 
school teacher from the 
southern town of Anse 


d’Haunauir who fled para- 
military gunmen. "We love 
our country but if the milit- 
ary stays we cannot go 
back." 

Fourteen thousand Hai- 
tians are crammed into 
what was meant to be a 
temporary camp on the 


U.S. base surrounding the 
bay in eastern Cuba. Across 
the way, another 20,000 
Cuban refugees crowd 
another tent city thrown up 
after a Miami-bound ex- 
odus from the other side of 
the island. 

The U.S. military has ex- 


panded the tent city onto 
Guantanamo Bay’s golf 
course and evacuated de- 
pendants of U.S. personnel ■ 
because of security fears. 

Both sides of the camp 
have erupted in sporadic 
violence. 

Military police arrested 


100 of the Haitians Monday 
after a protest over food 
turned into a stone-throw- 
ing riot which injured three 
American servicemen, 
military officials said. 

Other camp officials said 
Monday's riot began after 
Haitians learned that the 


agreement did not call for 
Gen. Cedras to leave the 
country. 

- “I understand the frustra- 
tion level is high in all the 
camps," Commander Rick 
Thomas told reporters. 

“I think the temperature 
in the camps has gone down 


there because Guantanamo 
Bay. Cuba is not where 
they want to be.” 

The camp is hot, crowded 
and smelly. With no schools 
and no recreation, many of 
the refugees lie for hours at 
a time on their cots set up in 
rows of tents on the airport 
tarmac. Meal time, with 
what the refugees call a 
monotonous diet of rice, 
beans and some meat, is a 
focal point of the day. 

On Thursday, crowds of 
Haitians inside the fenced 
compound surrounded 
foreign visitors, some shak- 
ing with rage at what they 
said were terrible condi- 
tions in the camp. “Look lat 
my shoes," two of them 
screamed, waving broken 
sandals at a reporter. ! 

"President Clinton,, no- 
body can stay in Haiti." "we 
ask for political asylum,” 
read the scrawled messages 
on cardboard signs held up 
by Haitians behind a 
barbed wire fence. One 
man displayed machete 
wounds on his arm and sto- 
mach. 

U.N. refugee officials 
said they would resume 
finding out which Haitians 
wanted to be immediately 
returned home. 

“Many might wait and 
see what happens but there 
are indications that if Aris- 
tide comes back, they will 
want to return,” said Ralf 
Gruenert, of the United 
Nations High Commission- 
er for Refugees. He said he 
could not estimate the 
number. 

Over 5,700 refugees have 
chosen to go back to their 
troubled homeland rather 
than stay in Guantanamo 
Bay since the United States 
began diverting boat people 
picked up at sea to the U.S. 
base in June. Virtually all 
have been trying to get to 
Miami. 

U.S. military officials 
said they could not say 
when the United States 
would consider Haiti stable 
enough to forcibly repatri- 
ate ail the refugees. 

"Aristide will come back 
but what about everything 
that’s happened?" said 
Anna Edouersen, 20. who 
said her mother and brother 
had been killed by the para- 
military and she had no 
home to go back to. 


Election result won’t 
affect nuclear 
German plans 


By J. Terence Gallagher 

Reuter 

BONN — Germany’s main 
political parties have drawn 
their battle lines over nuc- 
lear energy but the coun- 
try’s policy is unlikely to 
change quickly whoever 
wins the Oct. 16 general 
election. 

The opposition Social 
Democrats (SPD), who 
hope to gain power for the 
first time in 12 years, are 
committed to abandoning 
nuclear power . but party 
leaders are thinking in 
terms of decades, not 
months. 

“To build a new energy 
supply structure beyond 
nuclear energy will take 
more time than many of the 
environmentalist politi- 
cians among us had 
hoped," Lower Saxony 
Premier Gerhard Schroed- 
er said recently. 

"It will take at least 30 
years. It cannot be done in 
less time." 

Mr. Schroeder has been 
earmarked to head a new 
"super-ministry" combin- 
ing economics, energy and 
transport if the SPD ousts 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl’s 
centre-right coalition. 

Mr. Kohl’s Christian 
Democrats (CDU) favour a 
gradual expansion of nuc- 
lear power and hope to 
implement a much-debated 
plan to store nuclear waste 
and reprocess fuel rods 
domestically. 

Without reprocessing of 
its own, Germany has to 
pay dearly to have the work 
done in Britain and France. 

The Free Democratic 
Party, junior partners in 
the coalition, has said a 
withdrawal from nuclear 
power would be difficult, 
especially since Germany is 
also trying to reduce its 
reliance on fossil fuels 
which pollute the atmos- 
phere. 

For more than 10 years, 
SPD state governments 
have delayed construction 
and blocked the opening of 
nuclear plants, including a 


nuclear waste dump at 
Gorleben in Lower Saxony 
and a fuel reprocessing 
plant at Hanau, near 
Frankfurt. 

The environmentalist 
Greens Party, potential 
coalition partners for the 
SPD, takes an even harder 
line, calling for rapid aban- 
donment of nuclear power. 

A new CDU-led govern- 
ment in Bonn would still 
face the same intense local 
opposition, politicians and 
analysts say. 

Talks between the SPD 
and the ruling coalition 
aimed at reaching a consen- 
sus on the nuclear issue 
broke down last October 
and subsequent talks on 
jssues such as the Gorleben 
''dump have ended without 
agreement. 

Even if the nuclear pow- 
er plants were shut down 
tomorrow, the waste prob- 
lem would remain for 
thousands of years. 

“All German political 
parties are agreed on the 
need to find an appropriate 
site for permanent storage 
of nuclear waste," said 
Heinrich . Seesing, a CDU 
member of parliament and 
spokesman on energy 
issues. 

Monika Griefahn, Lower 
Saxony’s environment 
minister who has been ear- 
marked for the same post 
in an SPD government in 
Bonn, said her party recog- 
nised that Germany needed 
permanent storage of nuc- 
lear waste. 

"But Gorleben is geolo- 
gically unsuitable and a 
search must be made for an 
appropriate site," she told 

reporters. 

Although committed to 
nuclear power, the CDU 
has been influenced by 
widespread concern about 
the environment. 

"The CDU also wants 
increased security and safe- 
ty for reactors.” said Mr. 

Seesing. If returned to 
office, it plans to amend 
the atomic power law to 
provide for greater safety- 


Jimmy Carter - 
from president 
peacemaker 


WASHINGTON — After 
his triumph in securing an 
agreement to avert an inva- 
sion of Haiti, Jimmy Carter 
now looks a strong 
favourite to win the Nobel 
Peace Prize, which is due to 
be announced in October. 

The former U.S. presi- 
dent, whose achievements 
in the White House fell 
short of his own expecta- 
tions. has earned a formid- 
able reputation as a globe- 
trotting mediator and 
peacemaker intent on de- 
fusing international crises. 

In 1994 alone — 13 years 
since leaving the White 
House — the Georgian with 
the toothy grin and hon- 
eysuckle accent jumped 
into centre stage in two 
major world hot spots. 

He led a U.S. delegation 
dispatched to Haiti by Presr 
ident Bill Clinton to per- 
suade that country’s milit- 
ary junta to step down, let 
democratically elected 
Jean-Bertand Aristide re- 
turn to power and avert a 
LT.S. invasion of their coun- 
try. Mr. Aristide was 
ousted in a bloody coup in 
September 1991. 

Last June, the Democra- 

mounted a seif-assigned 
peace mission to North 
Korea, helping to temper a 
nuclear dispute that many 
feared could have led to a 
new war on the divided 
Korean peninsula. 

Mr. Carter has been 
nominated for this year’s 

Nobel Peace Prize, at least 
the fifth time he has been 
nominated, because of his 
many peacemaking efforts. 

Some analysts speculated 
his efforts in Port-Au- 
Prince could clinch him the 
prize, which will be 
announced October 14 in 

Oslo, Norway. 

Mr. Carter, who was 


president from 1977 to 
1981, met in June with 
North Korea’s mow-dead 
Stalinist leader Kim D-Sung 
over Mr. Kim's refusal to 
allow international inspec- 
tors to verily that pluto- 
nium from a nuclear power 
plant was not being di- 
verted to make nuclear 
weapons. 

The United States, a 
close ally of South Korea, 
put on hold a planned milit- 
ary buildup after Mr. Car- 
ter phoned the White 
House and notified Mr. 
Clinton that Mr. Kim had 
softened his hardline stance 
against inspections. 

In 1976, when America 
was still reeling from the 
Watergate scandals, Mr. 
Carter campaigned as a 
champion of the people 
who would restore integrity 
and competence to govern- 
ment. He formally took 
office in January 1977. 

The former Georgia gov- 
ernor breezed out of no- 
where to win the Democra- 
tic Party nomination, defeat 
incumbent Republican 
President Gerald Ford and 
.take office as a kind of 
modern populist hero. 

In 1980, with the eco- 
nomy crumbling and the 
Iran hostage crisis inflaming 
passions, he was swept from 
office by Ronald Reagan in 
a defeat of humbling prop- 
ortions. Mr. Reagan took 
office in January 1981. 

The conservative Repub- 
lican, pledging to restore 
America to world respect 
and leadership, won 44 of 
the 50 states, including all 

of Mr. Carter’s native south 
except Georgia. 

Mr. Carter returned 
home to Plains, Georgia, 

and for some years led a life 
of relative obscurity, tre- 
ated like a pariah by the 
leaders of his own party and 
shunned by its candidates. 

But he eventually re- 
placed the forgotten-man 


image with that of busy 
elder statesman and di- 
plomatic mediator, using 
skills honed at the White 
House in promoting historic 
Israeli-Egypuan peace talks 
— aiid winning far more 
public affection than he 
ever enjoyed as president. 

"People who thought he 
was a disaster in the White 
House regard him as a mod- 
el elder statesman." col- 
umnist Mary McGrory 
wrote of his rebound. “He 
goes everywhere, doing 
good." 

Indulging a passion for 
"crisis resolution" and 
operating as a private 
citizen from his Carter Cen- 
tre in Atlanta, he promoted 
peace talks between 
Ethiopia and Eritrean re- 
bels and headed an obser- 
ver team at 1990 Nicara- 
guan elections that shifted 
power from the Sandinistas 
to the opposition. 

He led a similar observer 
delegation at elections in 
Panama in 1989 and lenr 
authoritative voice to 
charges the ballot had been 
sabotaged by strongman 
Manuel Noriega. 

By 1993, he was an hon- 
oured visitor at fellow 
Democrat Bill Clinton’s 
White House, backing Mr. 
Clinton up in his efforts to 
win passage of the North 
American Free Trade 
Agreement and helping 
celebrate the Israeli- 
Palestinian peace break- 
through. 

Mr. Carter also regularly 
donated his services as a 

skilled carpenter to build 
housing for the poor. With 
wife Rosalynn he wrote a 
1987 best-seller, "Every- 
thing to Gain: Making the 
Most of the Rest of Your 
Life." 

Looking back from the 
vantage point of these re- 
tirement projects, the 

driven and stiff-necked 
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U.S. President Bill Clinton (right) listens as Horn 
former president Jimmy Carter ex p lai n s de- a del 
tails of his successful negotiating trip to Haiti the i 
to reporters in the East Room of the While 


leader of old seemed mel- 
low and happy in a 1991 
television film, "Citizen 
Carter.” 

Asked to assess his own 
presidency, he said: “He 
tried hard, attempted the 
right things, was nor always 
successful. Maybe he was 
naive in many ways.” 

He added: “The biggest 
failure we had was a politic- 
al failure. I never was able 
io convince the American 
people that I w F as a forceful 


and strong leader.” 

He left office with one 
epic foreign policy achieve- 
ment — the 1979 Camp 
David accord between 
Egypt and Israel — plus a 
modest list of domestic re- 
forms. 

He brought Egypt’s Pres- 
ident Anwar Sadat and 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Menachem Begin to Camp 
David for greening negotia- 
tions Sept. 6-17, 1978. La- 
ter. when the accords 


seemed to be unravelling. 
Mr. Carter saved the day by 
flying to Cairo and Jeru- 
salem for personal shuttle 

diplomacy. 

The treaties ended a state- 
of war between Israel and 
Egypt, prodded for Israeli 
withdraw! from Egypt’s 
Sinai peninsua and e’stab-. 
lished diplomatic relations. 
They were signed at the 
White House on March 26 
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World R ank to propose 
debt plan for poor states 


LONDON (R) — Tbe World 
Bank is to propose a new 
solution to cut the crippling 
debts of tbe world's poorest 
countries, international 
banking sources said Friday. 

The plan, called “reducing 
tbe debt burden of poor 
countries,' 1 is expected to be 
announced at the annual 
meetings of the bank and 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) which open officially 
on Oct. 4 in Madrid. 

Tbe plan aims to eliminate 
all types of debt including 
that owed to banks, other 
countries and multilateral in- 
stitutions. 

Tbe scheme is aimed most- 
ly at low income countries 
which tbe bank defines as 
those with a per capita in- 
come of less than $675 per 
year. These countries includ- 
ing Nigeria. Ghana, Kenya, 
Zambia and Nicaragua. 

“The basic argument of the 


paper is the need for a new 
and sequenced approach to 
the problem of debt,” one 
source told Reuters. “It’s 
based on what we call the 
‘holy trinity*.” 

Tbe trimly stipulates that 
countries will firstly get no 
support to reduce debts un- 
less they have a track record 
of economic reform under 
programmes agreed with the 
bank and fund. 

Second, all new financing 
most only be accepted on a 
grant, aid or highly conces- 
sional basis. 

Thirdly, the treatment 


term debt owed to commer- 
cial banks which trades at a 
discount to face value on 
secondary markets should be 


The World Bank already 
has a plan in progress which 
provides grants to poor coun- 
tries to enable them to boy- 
back their debt from the 
banks at deep discounts. 

2) Short-term debt such as 
trade finance could also be 
included in a buy-back. 

3) There should be max- 
imum posable cancellation of 
bilateral official development 


dnction and/or concessional 
new money to extricate the 
country from the constant 
need to reschedule. 

The banking sources said 
the plan has a five-point 
attack on the debt problem: 
1) All medium and long- 


4) There should be more 
elimination of debts owed to 
the Paris Gab, which infor- 
mally groups country credi- 
tors. 

5) Debt owed to multilater- 
al institutions must be eased 
by maintaining and augment- 
ing existing mechanisms. 


Kozyrev pleads for easier 
Russian access to world markets 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Rus- 
sia’s foreign minister has 
warned that disgruntled 
citizens may vote for extrem- 
ists in Russia's next election 
unless the government gains 
greater access to world mar- 
kets to develop the country’s 

economy. 

Andrei Kozyrev said that if 
the Russian government was 
not given the means to speed 
up its push towards external 
markets “it will be swept 
away in the next elections by 
right-wing or left-wing ex- 
tremists and any talk about a 
partnership with the West 
will be out of the question.” 

In a front-page article in 
the liberal Russian daily 
Kommersant, Mr. Kozyrev 
asked for Russia to be 
acceptd into (he General 
Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade (GATT) and the 
World Trade Organisation. 

Mr. .Kozyrev said Russia 


was “worthy” of joining the 
Paris Club of creditors and 
asked the European Union to 
lift anti-dumping measures 
slapped onto Russian goods. 

He also called for stronger 
cooperation between the 
West and Russia against the 
“black market” such as the 
traffic in nuclear material and 
money laundering. 

Mr. Kozyrev said that it 
was time to move beyond tbe 
“vestiges of the Cold War” 
and “lift our economic rela- 
tions to the level of our poli- 
tical ones.” He deplored that 
some Western governments 
were still approaching the 
issue of trade with Russia 
“based on old criteria,” 
whereas the situation has 
“changed radically” in die 
past two years. 

He cited the “creation of a 
political G-8” in Naples — a • 
reference to Russia's parti- 
cipation in the recent Naples* 


summit of tbe meeting of the 
Group of Seven (G-7) 
world’s most industrialised 
countries — and the part- 
nership agreements signed 
with the European Union. 

He also said the political 
situation had “stabilised” and 
that reforms had created an 

“economy of transition” in 
Russia “founded in most 
cases on market principles.” 

“Russia’s role as the 
locomotive of economic re- 
forms in die CIS (Common- 
wealth of Independent 
States) has become dear. 
The Russian market has be- 
come the magnet for all the 
ex-Soyiet states." 

Western politicians and 
economists most stop con- 
sidering Russia’s role as eco- 
nomic leader within tbe CIS 
as “imperialism” but should 
understand that “Russia’s ' 
economic growth is in every- 
body’s interest 


Federal Reserve chief gives 
U.S. banks clean bill of health 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Federal Reserve Chairman 
Alan Greenspan said Thurs- 
day U.S. banks were healthy 
and have demonstrated their 
resilience in bouncing back 
from a crisis three years ago. 

“Given the industry's ex- 
perience as recently as three 
years ago, its current condi- 
tion is the positive testament 
to its resilience and 
strength,” be told the Senate 
Banking Committee. 

Banks haveposted record 
profit since 1991 and signifi- 
cantly improved their re- 
serves, he said. 

“Nonetheless, I would 
urge the industry to guard 
against letting reserves de- 
cline too far. Although asset 
quality has improved sharply, 
banks should ensure that 
their loss provisions and re- 
serves remain adequate to 
support unidentified losses 


and the pace of loan growth,” 
he said. 

Mr. Greenspan urged the 
Congress to rescind laws bar- 
ring banks from selling insur- 
ance and shares. 

“We need to achieve a 
proper balance to prevent ex- 
cessive risk-taking while not 
discouraging banks from tak- 
ing risks in responding to 
legitimate needs of the cus- 
tomers,” Mr. Greenspan 
said. 

He said the losses suffered 
by three of the top 50 U.S. 
banks in financial derivatives 
was a useful warning. 

However, his overall 
assessment was upbeat. “Tbe 
banking system is stronger 
now than it has been in many 
years and it seems well pre- 
pared to meet the nation's 
credit needs,” he said. 

The chairman of the Feder- 
al Deposit Insurance Cor- 


poration (FDIC), Andrew 
Hove said U.S. banks earned 
$43.1 billion in 1993 with a 
record 1.2 per cent return on 
capital. 

The first half of 1994 indi- 
cated that the earnings trend 
continued with a record re- 
turn on capital of 1.7 per cent 
and earnings at $22 billion for 
the first half, said Mr. Hove. 
He said 96 per cent of banks 
showed profits. 

However he warned, 
“while we have not seen an 
erosion of bank profitability 
as a result of recent interest 
rate increases, a significant 
interest rate hike could result 
in difficulties.” 

Meanwhile, tbe savings 
and loan industry experi- 
enced its third consecutive 
year of profitability with only 
eight failing in 1993 com- 
pared to 81 in 1992. 


Think-tank: IMF should take up 
lead in managing exchange rates 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The International Monetary 
Fond (IMF) should assume 
management of a system of 
target zones for major cur- 
rency exchange rates, the In- 
stitute for International Eco- 
nomics (HE) has said. 

Such a system would res- 
tore “the monetary responsi- 
bilities of that institution,’’ 
the HE, a Washington based 
economic think-tank, said in 
its report, “Managing the 
World Economy: Fifty Years 
After Bretton Woods.” 

Hie creation of target 
areas or fluctuation bands “of 
plus or minus 10 per cent,” 
varying in relation to the 
economic fundamentals of 
the economies involved, is 
not likely to generate much 
enthusiasm among the lead- 
ing industrialised nations, HE 
Director Fred Bergsten and 
former Federal Reserve 
chairman Paul Volcker said. 

In effect, these nations 


have never recognised the 
existence of levels where in- 
ternational central banks in- 
tervene in concert to defend a 
currency, although this activ- 
ity takes place on a “de facto 
basis,” they added. 

The TIE also proposed 
strengthening the role of the 
IMF in supervising and reg- 
ulating financial markets and 
an extension of international 
agreements on direct private 
investment through the new 
World Trade Organisation.. 

The n£ recommended the 
creation of a Global Environ- 
mental Organisation to raise 
environmental issues from 
tbe national to tbe interna- 
tional level. Environmental 
issues could also be tied into' 
trade and other international 
issues. 

The IIE proposed the crea- 
tion of a G-3, a Group of 
Three economic power- 
houses — the United States. 
Tbe European Union, and 


Japan — for “more effective 
collective leadership of the 
global economic system,” as 
well as enlarged role for the 
Asia Pacific Economic Coop- 
eration (APEC) forum. 

The institute recom- 
mended the elimination of 
“institutions that are no lon- 
ger needed,” such as the Un- 
ited Nations Conference on 
Trade and Development. 

The HE recommended the 
selection of the best available 
individuals to lead the inter- 
national economic institu- 
tions "jettisoning the 
anachronistic practice of allo- 
cating each position to a cer- 
tain geographic area,” such 
as Europe heading up the 
IMF while the United States 
head the World Bank. 

The IIE hosts some of the 
leading economists in the 
world. It is recognised as 
influential upon tbe Clinton 
Administration. 


Ending sanctions no quick fix for shattered Yugoslav economy 


BELGRADE (R) — The 
'shattered Yugoslav economy 
faces a long road to recovery 
if sanctions are lifted to re- 
ward President Milosevic for 
his blockade of the Bosnian 
Serbs. 

Dragan, one of Belgrade’s 
ubiquitous roadside petrol 
sellers, dismisses predictions 
of an end to sanctions against 
Serbian-led Yugoslavia as 
“communist propaganda.” 

This may be no more than 
bravado from a man earning 
more than 10 times the aver- 
age wage on the black market 
and who does not want to 
face the day when motorists 
can buy fuel from a petrol 
station again and not from 
.one of his plastic bottles. 

Sanctions against Yugosla- 
via are expected to be eased 
within weeks to reward Ser- 


bian President Slobodan 
Milosevic for his efforts to 
force the Bosnian Serbs, 
whom he foeDed and armed 
from the start of the war in 
1992. to accept peace. 

Initial measures such as 
opening Belgrade airport to 
international flights and rees- 
tablishing sports and cultural 
links with the rest of the 
world may have little effect 
on the economy as a whole. 

But diplomats believe that 
once the process of easing 
sanctions has begun, the re- 
maining measures affecting 
trade will look increasingly 
inappropriate and pressure 
will grow to have them lifted. 

Removing sanctions after 
more than 2 Vi years will not 
open the way to a new dawn 
of economic prosperity to an 
economy ravaged by the 


scourges of an international 
embargo, economic misman- 
agement and the cost of 
financing the war in Bosnia. 

Even if a peace settlement 
is achieved in Bosnia, inter- 
national investors are likely 
to be wary of moving into an 
area as potentially unstable 
as rump Yugoslavia, now 
comprised of Serbia and 
Montenegro. 

The Yugoslav economy has 
put behind it the hyperinfla- 
tion that peaked at 60 per 
cent a day last January. 
Prices stabilised following the 
introduction of a recovery 
programme masterminded by 
National Bank Governor 
Dragoslav Avramovic. 

Bat signs are emerging that 
a central plank of Mr. Avra- 
movic's recovery platform. 


the “super dinar” pegged at 
parity to the Gennan marie, is 
. beginning to crumble. 

Dragan and his fellow pet- 
rol dealers will sell you a litre 
of smuggled shell from Hun- 
gary at 2.40 marks ($1.54), 
but if you want to pay in local 
currency it will cost 2.60 di- 
nars. 

The shops in Belgrade are 
full of smuggled whisky, 
sports shoes and blue jeans, 
but wages are too low for 
most people to buy any more 
than the things they cannot 
do without. 

“On the surface, it looks 
reasonably healthy out there 
but it’s a deceptive picture.” 
a Western diplomat said. 
“Only essential goods are 
moving from the shops be- 
cause of the gap between 


wages and prices.” 

Nor will the removal of 
sanctions bring an immediate 
boost to an economy where 
industrial production has fal- 
len by two-thirds since 1989 
and only stabilised at a re- 
latively low level since the 
recovery programme came in 
at the start of the year. 

The Serbs have lost theft- 
old markets in Croatia and 
Slovenia which have seceded. 

Unemployment, including 
workers on forced leave, is 
estimated at around 65 per 
cent. 

Heavy industry like the 
Zastava Car Company has 
seen a drastic drop in outp- 
ut. It suffers from having to 
sell products which are not 
competitive in foreign mar- 
kets. 


‘To get that up and run- 
ning with a product of export 
quality requires a major in- 
vestment and the chances of 
that are veiy poor,” die di- 
plomat said. 

There are smaller, more 
flexible enterprises in private 
hands which stand a better 
chance of success once sanc- 
tions are lifted, but industries 
such as steelmaking are lost 
causes without huge foreign 


“If sanctions were lifted 
tomorrow, there would be no 
pot of gold appearing on peo- 
ple’s doorsteps,” the diplo- 
mat said, adding that econo- 
mic recovery would be slow, 
even if international bodies 
could be relied on for aid — 
something that Serbia's re- 
cent political unpopularity 
may hamper. 
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“Instead of giving me another 
high-five, couldn’t you just say 
‘I love you’?" 
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ASE A invites EU to 
step up investment in 
the Asian market 


STUTTGART, Germany 
(AFP) — The Association of 
South East Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) Saturday call ed on 
European Union (EU) busi- 
ness leaders to step up their 
investment m the Asian mar- 
ket. 

Speaking at an EU- 
ASEAN conference in the 
southern Gennan city of 
Stuttgart, Singapore’s Fore- 
ign Minister Sfaanmugam 
Jayaknmar appealed to EU 
entrepreneurs to use ASEAN 
countries as “trampolines” 
into the booming economies 
of Asia. 

Mi. Jayakumai said EU 
businessmen had to adopt a 
new trading and investment 
mentality, to catch up with 
U.S. and Japanese m vest- 
ment 

European investment in 
Asia had fallen back over the 
past 30 years in comparison 
with that made by Japan and 
the United States, he said. 

Mr. Jayaknmar said that by 
the end of the century, 
Brunei, Indonesia, Malaysia, 
the Philippines, Singapore 
and Thailand would together 
account for 35 per cent of 
global gross national product 
(GNP). 

German Foreign Minister 
Klaus Kinkel said the con- 
ference, which opened Friday 
in the nearby city of Karlsruhe, 
aimed at boosting eco- 
nomic links between Europe 
and South East Asia and 
easing mutual market access,, 
had already been a success. 

Gennan and Asian profes- 
sional representatives signed 
a resolution stressing the 
"enormous potential'’ 
offered by increasing econo- 
mic links between Europe 
and Asia Mr. Kinkel said. 


■ He announced the creation 
.of an “ad hoc group” of 
European and Asian “perso- 
nalities’’ to boost trade Emits 
between the two market 
places. 

He said the European Un- 
ion was to set up European 
business information centres 
in Bangkok. Jakarta, Kuala 
Lumpur and Manila and an 
ASEAN-EU Management 
Centre is to open in Brunei in 
May. 

Mr. Jayakumar meanwhile 
repeated his government’s re- 
jection of any linking be- 
tween trade interests and 
concern over social affairs, 
such as human rights, in the 
countries with which the! 
trade was going on. 

He said the liberalisation 
of trade in itself affected hu- 
man rights as it made people 
better off materially, but ac- 
cused Europeans of wanting- 
to export their soda! values 
by Uniting trade agreements 
to Western rights ideals. 

“We should not link trade 
to social and human rights 
issues,” he said. “Developing 
countries view the social 
clause as a thinly-disguised 
attempt to sustain uncom- 
petitive industries in the de- 
veloped economies.” 

_ “Only bylnaintaining free 
and open trade can wealth, 
better living conditions and 
job security be created. Hu- 
man rights are best fostered 
by increased trade and invest- 
ment ties,” he stressed. 

Berthold Leibinger, a 
board member of the Federa- 
tion of German Industry 
(BDI), said it was dear that 
both German and ASEAN 
commerce wanted to streng- 
then their cooperation. . 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 25, 1994 

By Thorns S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: A day when it is necessary that you do 
everything in a meticulous fashion; although it is in no way exciting, 
if you expect conditions to work out well. Gain public prestige as you 
avoid quarrels on tbe home front- 

AREES: (March 21 to April 19) This’rs a good day to show gratitude 
to those who have done you favours and gain their added goodwill 
and support- Keep cheerful. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) You have good ideas which should 
be discussed with others who can assist you to make them work 
successfully and to your benefit 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21} Plan how to get the situation 
unproved at home and tonight don't go overboard in spending for 
pleasure or you could be left with nothing. 

MOON CHILD REN: (June 22 to July 21) Communicate with others 
and gamer the information you need in order to get your daily task s 
completed efficiently. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Plan those practical affairs you want to 
hanepe which could bring you added prosperity and tonight avoid 
making calk to quaielsome chums. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) This is a fine day for thinking 
about yourself and your fondest aims and how to gain them. 
Improve your rate of health. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Concentrating upon some 
new philosophy of life is wise durinvitbe daytime. Tonight get your 
“*®” < Tobe in fine order so you can look sharp. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) If you do something 
‘”'~ , ial for a good friend, you gain much goodwill for the future. 

v your appreciation of good things. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) A good day to tone 
up your health and system so that you can see bigwigs during tbe 
coming week and make headway towards your success. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) This is a good day for 
spiritual studies which can help you immensely in the future. Steer 
clear of irate fellow associates. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Your hunches are very 
good today. Rely only upon your mature judgment. Steer dear of 
suspicious newcomers. 

PISCES: fftbrnary 20 to March 20) TAke care you do not irk your. 


Birthstone of September: Sapbhire — Lapis i 071111; 
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$4b U.S. -Pakistan 
energy deals signed 


already paid for by Islama- 
bad. 

Ms. Bhutto, in brief re- 
marks after the signing cere- 
mony, called the agreements 
a landmark in private sector 
investment in Pakistan in 11 
months of her government. 

"Today Pakistan is a coun- 
try which offers macro- 
economic stability, and 
macro-economic stability 
comes about if a government 
has the public support to take 
harsh measures that are 
necessary to put the eco- 
nomy on track,” she said.^ 


Arab Gulf 
states seek 
compromise 
with EU 
on oil tax 

ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Arab Gulf states, which pro- 
duce nearly one fifth of the 
world’s oil output, are to bold 
more negotiations with the 
European Union (EU) to 
find a compromise to a plan- 
ned energy tax, a senior Gulf 
official was quoted as saying. 

“We are still at the stage of 
dialogue with the EU based 
on the fact that there should 
be a link between environ- 
ment and development,” said 
Sheikh Fahim AI Qassimi, 
secretary general of the six- 
nation Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC). 

“In case any taxes are im- 
posed on oil, their impact on 
development in other coun- 
tries should be considered. 
We are studying ail these 
issues with the EU and we 
hope we will reach a com- 
promise formula,” he told 
the UAE daily Al Ittihad. 

GCC states and other oil 
producers have strongly 
attacked the proposed carbon 
tax on the grounds it will 
depress demand for crude 
and hit their economies. 

The tax, which could reach 
$10 per imported barrel of oil 
by the year 2000, hinges on 
approval by Japan and the 
United States. 
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Egyptian cotton cro| 
forecast to fall 23% 


CAIRO (R) — The size of 
Egypt’s cotton crop will fall 
about 23 per cent this season, 
to about 264,000 tonnes of 
lint compared with 343,400 
tonnes -in 1993, the govern- 
ment newspaper Al Ah ram 
said Saturday. 

The decline is due to both a 
reduction in the area planted 
and a fall in the average 
yield, according to figures 
attributed to agriculture 
ministry consultant Saad Nas- 
sar. 

For seed cotton, the fore- 
cast is about 314,000 tonnes, 
compared with 416,000 last 
year, he said. The first esti- 
mate after the harvest is com- 
plete will be announced on 
Oct. 23. 

In this growing season, 
which is now drawing to a 
close, Egyptian farmers 


against 371,490 hectares 
(917,961 acres) last year. . 
Most of the rest of the land 
was planted with rice or 
maize, Mr. Nassar said. 

The ministry expects the 
average yield of lint cotton to 
be between S51 and 894 
kilogrammes per hectare 
(2.47 acres), averaging 872 
kilogrammes compared with 
a 60-year record of 926 kilog- 
rammes last year, he said. 

Opposition newspapers 
have said the cotton crop has 
suffered badly from a deci- 
sion to limit aerial spraying 
and reduce the amount of 
pesticide used to combat the 
boll weevil. 

But Agriculture Minister 
Yousef Wali said last week 
that the crop was excellent 


Japanese carmaken 
to use cheap car 
strategy for Asia 



TOKYO (AFP) — Japanese 
carmakers are to fight aggres- 
sive marketing by U.S. and 
European rivals in Asia with 
a new low-priced car 
strategy. 

Toyoto Motor Corp. has 
said it is considering plans to 
develop a low-priced car in 
the 1300-to-1500 cc range just 
for the southeast Asia mar- 
ket. ’ 

Honda Motor Corp. also 
plans to make smaller cars, 
costing up to 30 per cent less 
than current models, possibly 
starting 1996, for the domes- 
tic market and rest of Asia. 

Mitsubishi Motor Corp. 
has followed suit with a pro- 
ject to introduce cheaper cars 
in China and other Asian 
nations to meet growing de- 
mand, the Yomiuri Shimbun 
reported Saturday. 

Mitsubishi, which has 


started talks with China’s 
Northern Motor Corp. over 
the project, plans to sell the 
new car, modeled on its 
Lancer model, for about 
500,000 yen (55,000), the dai- 
ly said. 

Market competition is par- 
ticularly strong in China, 
which is planning to lift res- 
trictions on foreign invest- 
ment in its car industry by 
1996. 

Volkswagen of Germany 
and Chrysler of the United 
States have already launched 
joint ventures in China. 

Japanese carmakers are 
now scrambling to catch up, 
with Toyota and Honda start- 
ing negotiation with several 
Chinese carmakers to set up 
auto ventures. 

Japanese carmakers dis- 
patched their officials to Chi- 
na last week. 
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and the yield among the high- 
est ever. 

Domestic consumption is 
about 340,000 tonnes of cot- 
ton a year but some of that is 
cheap cotton imported so the 
country- can export more of 
its own high-value long-staple 
cotton. 

Exports in the cotton 
marketing year which ended 
on Aug. 31 reached 371.000 
bales, or 121.000 tonnes, and 
exporting officials do not ex- 
pect the fall in production to 
cause problems with meeting 
export demand in the year 
1994/5. 

“We think our ... stock wili 
be enough to cover a!! re- 
quirements. domestically and 
for exports,” said Samir Anis 
of the state-owned Holding 
Company for Cotton, 


Japan 
struck by 
discount 
fever 


TOKYO (AFP) — Notorious 
for being the most expensive 
country in the world and a 
frustrating market for fore- 
igners, Japan is in the grip of 
a fierce retailing war that has 
ignited "discount fever” 
among the nation’s long- 
suffering consumers. 

“The price war has be- 
gun,” declared Shiroaki 
Yamauchi, head of market- 
ing for the Yamaya distribu- 
tion chain, which sells alco- 
holic and non-alcoholic 
drinks at prices 30 to 50 per 
cent less than in traditional 
stores. 

"For a long rime, Japanese 
consumers had no idea of 
prices outside Japan,” said 
Mr. Yamauchi. who offers 
lower prices by eliminating 
the middleman and selling 
straight to the public. “But 
paying three times more for 
the product is quite stupid, 
they now realise this.” 

Bolstering the retail buc- 
caneers is a study released 
last week by Japan's Econo- 
mic Planning Department 
that found food in Tokyo to 
be 1,88 times more costly 
than in Paris and 2.5 time’s 
more expensive than in Lon- 
don. 

in some cases, with the 
high-valued yen making dif- 
ferences more acute, prices 
can be 300 to 400 per cent 
higher. A 33-cemiliter (10- 
ounce) bottle of Japanese 
beer costs 225 yen ($2.25) in 
a Tokyo supeimarket. com- 
pared "to the equivalent of 40 
to 50 yen for local beer in the 
United States or Europe. 

A liter (1.8 pints) of milk 
costs 200 yen in Japan com- 
pared to 60 yen in a typical 
European supermarket. The 
price of beef in Japan is 
simply’ astronomical, 
reaching SI20 per kilogram- 
me — roughly eight times the 
price in Europe. As for rice, 
a deitary staple here, the 
much-fleeced Japanese 
household has to pay two to 
six times more than in other 
countries. 

But the power of large 
retail monopolies to dictate 
prices may be over. 

It has been breached by 
fierce competition among a 
few distributors that are ham- 
mering down prices, particu- 
larly on imported products. 

“The era in which manu- 
facturers held sway over con- 
sumer is definitely over.’’ 
predicts Isao Nakauchi. pres- 
ident of the giant food dis- 
tribution company Daiei, 
which in 1992 was one of the 
first to open hostilities with 
low-priced orange juice, fol- 
lowed by cheaper beer this 
year. 

Orange juice fell from 350 
yen a liter to 16S yen. while 
Japanese beer is now in com- 
petition with beers from the 
Netherlands, the United 
States, Belgium and China, 
which are half the price. 

The result is that foreign 
beer grabbed three per cent 
of the market for the first five 
months of this year, up from 
1.7 per cent last year, 
although the discounters are 
now offering Japanese beer 
at cut rates? 

Daiei continued its price 
offensive in March bv selling 
imported camera film at 16c 
yen for a 24-frame roll, com- 
pared to 529 yen for compet- 
ing Japanese brands. 

The price-slashers owe 
much of their success to inter- 
national pressure on Tofcyc 

to bulldoze through regula- 
tions and practices that havt 

cosseted Japanese shopkeep- 
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Ipswich down champions United Berger wins pole at Portuguese Grand Prix 


LONDON (AFP) _ 

Ipswich's Paul Mason shock- 
ed chain pions Manchester 
United with two goals in their 
3-2 topsy-turvy win at Port- 
man Road in the ' English 
Premiership Saturday. 

But Newcastle remained 
top of the Premiership de- 
spite drawing 1-1 at home to 
Liverpool. 

Unhed, the toast of Eng- 
land last year as they won the 
Premiership and F.A. Cup, 
were humbled by two first 
half strikes from the former 
f Aberdeen player. 

>1; United were on top early 
~pn, but Mason knocked the 
^*all in at the far post on the 
■^quarter hour to open the. 
■fecore. Mason beat stand-in 
keeper Gary Walsh again just 
before half-time — a great 
left foot effort which Walsh 
Sjould only get a finger to. 
£- But Manchester United’s 
!;Xric Cantona pulled a goal 
-fiack in the second half. Paul 
" Scoles, one of coat* Alex 

• Ferguson’s younger players 

• then hit the equaliser to com- 
plete what seemed a great 
escape. 

But in the 81st minute, 
Canadian Frank Yallop cros- 
sed from the right for former 
--Tottenham player Steve 
' Sedgley to score the winner. 

Robert tee, of leaders 
. Newcastle, put them ahead in 


the 50th minnte against coach 

Kevin Keegan’s former club, 
Liverpool. 

At 0-0 at half-time, Lee 
collected the ball on the edge 
of the box after the break and 
fired into the top left hand 
corner from an acute angle. 
But Liverpool's veteran strik- 
er Ian Rush hit a 25-yarder 
which hobbled and swerved 
to equalise. 

Keegan, who tied up the 
2J25 million-pound (S3. 4 mil- 
lion) signing of of Derby 
striker Paul Kitson before 
kick-off, now only has a two- 
point cushion over Blackburn 
opposite number Kenny 
Dalglish. 

Blackburn’s Alan Shearer 
scored twice, once from the 
spot, against Aston Villa and 
Chris Sutton got the other in 
a 3-1 win. Villa’s Nigerian 
Ugp Ehiogu pulled a goal 
back in the last minute. 

Tottenham Hotspurs leaky 
defence cost them dear once 
more as they fell 4-1 to Not- 
tingham Forest at White Hart 
Lane. Iiie Dumitrescu 
brought Spurs back into the 
game against Nottingham 
Forest to equalise in the 32nd 
minute, 20 minutes after 
Steve Stone had put the Pre- * 
miership newcomers ahead. 

Teddy Sberingham had a 
chance of putting Spurs 
ahead on the stroke of half- 


time, but again missed from 
the spot. A header from 
Brian Roy after the interval 
brought Tottenham a 2-1 
lead, before he sidefooted a 
third. 

Then Norwegian interna- 
tional Lais Bohmen chipped 
home to finish the scoring 
and keep their unbeaten re- 
cord. 

Dion Dublin kept up his 
remarkable scoring record 
since bis 2-nriUion move from 
Manchester United to 
Coventry. 

He scored his third goal in 
three games after only two 
minutes to put Phil Neal’s 
team ahead against South- 
ampton at Highficld Road. 
But two goals from Ian 
Dowie ana another from 
Hans Ekiund gave Saints a 
3-1 victory. 

Chelsea’s Paul Furlong 
earned bis side a 1-0 victory 
in their derby at Crystal 
Palace. 

Alan Reeves's goal for 
Wimbledon was enough for a 
1-0 win at QPR, and Niall 
Quinn and Uwe Rossler gave 
Manchester City a 2-0 win at 
home to .Norwich. 

Everton’s Gary Ablett put 
Everton ahead in the second 
half against Leicester, but 
Mark Draper equalised for 
Leicester for a 1-1 final 
scoreline. 


English fans praise 
peaceful World Cup 


BIRMINGHAM, England 
" (AP) — England did not 
have a team at the World 
Cup finals in the United 
. States. But its fans, often the 
. worst behaved, praised the 
organisers for producing one 
of the best tournaments ever. 

Launching a conference 
aimed at organising the 19% 
European Championship, 
which England hosts, the 
(English) Football Suppor- 
ters Association (FSA) Fri- 
.. -day congratulated the Amer- 
icans for producing “one of 
. the best tournaments in re- 
cent memory." 

“They spent millions of 
; dollars 'promoting the World 
Cup and creating a real Vibe’ 
around the stadia,’’ said the 
' FSA’s international officer, 
Steve Beauchampe. 


“This, allied to the com- 
plete absence of crowd dis- 
order, created a joyous occa- 
sion and gave a true world 
flavour to these events." 

While the FSA sent a five- 
man delegation to the United 
States, hundreds more En- 
glish fans travelled to com- 
bine the World Cup with 
vacations even though the 
national team failed to qual- 
ify. 

None were reportedly in- 
volved in any crowd trouble 
in what was one of the most 
peaceful tournaments on re- 
cord. 

Although a World Cup re- . 
cord 3.6 million fans watched 
the 52 games, police reported 
' only some 300 arrests, mostly 
for minor incidents such as 
ticket scalping. 


j|wiien preparing to visit or tour Jordan :Try 

| The More | 

I The More You Know ! [1 



l->4 Call -fftrrfna 816690 or 863944 


Bremen 

feel 

the heat of 
Bundesliga 


BONN (AFP) — League 
leaders Werder Bremen 
felt the beat here on Satur- * 
day as their rivals all won to 
stay in touch at the top of 
the Bundesliga. 

Borusa'a Dortmund, FC 
Kaiserlautem and Karl- 
sruhe all won to join 
Bayern Munich on nine 
points, two behind Bremen 
who had won on Friday. 

Dortmund were the most 
impressive winners, with 
Swiss star striker Stefane 
Chapuisat and Andreas 
Moller both grabbing- two 
goals in the 54) drubbing of 
visitors Stuttgart. 

Moller’s first came after 
just four minutes and Cha- 
puisat’s doable in the 1 1th 
and 14th minutes killed off 
the game straight away. 

Kaiserslautern won 3-1 at 
borne against Scfaalke 04 
while Karlsruhe produced a 
great escape with a drama- 
tic 4-3 win at Cologne, 
Heiko Bonan’s winner 
coming, one minute from 
time after the home side 
bad led 2-0 in the early 
stages. 

The biggest score of the 
day from Borussia Moen- 
chengladbach, who cracked 
seven past hapless 
Bochum, Effenberg scoring 
in the 16th and 87th mi- 
nutes. 

Bremen had won 2-0 
against Duisburg on Fri- 
day, while Bayern Munich 
beat Munich 1860 3-1 ear- 
lier in the week. 







50% Of? Cocktails 


ESTORIL, Portugal (AP) — 
Damon Hill used his over- 
hauled Williams to shave 37 
thousands of a second off his 

E rovisional time Saturday, 
ut it still left Gerhard Ber- 
ger and Ferrari on the pole 
for Sunday’s Portuguese 
Grand Prix. 

Berger, who set the fastest 
time of 1:20.608 on Friday on 
die 4. 36- kilometre Fernando 
Pires da Silva Grurt outside 
Lisbon, didn’t improve on his 
time from Friday. But it still 
was good enough for him to 
win his second pole of the 
year. 

Hill, needing a victory in 
Estoril to dose within one 
point of idled Formula One 
championship leader Michael 
Schumacher, pushed his Wi- 
liams hard Saturday, but his 
time of 1:20.766 was still 
0.158 seconds slower than 
Berger. 

Berger, however, is not 
entirely confortable with his 
Ferrari. 

“I had a few problems — 
the car is handling a bit 
strangely,” Berger said. “I 
had a good lap yesterday so 
there was no need to take risk 
today and maybe hurt my- . 
self.” 

In an attempt to catch Ber- 
ger Friday, Hill flipped his 
Williams near the end of 
qualifying, leaving the Briton 
shaken op but without injury. 

Hill's countryman and 
teammate David Coulthard 
cut .087 of a second off his 
Friday time to 1:21.033 and 
retain his starting spot on the 
inside of the second row. 

Mika Hakkinen was unable 
to improve his time but kept 
his McLaren fourth with a 
time of 1:21.251 and will be 
followed by a Ferrari of 
Frenchman Jean Alesi 
(1:21.517), Ukyo Katayama’s 
TyireU-Yamaba (1:21.590), 
Martin Bmndle in the otheT 
McLaren (1:21.565), and 
Rubens Barrichello of Brazil 
in a Jordan-Hart (1:21.796)]. 

Hill’s car needed a new 
engine, suspension, body- 
work and wings after tus 
tangle Friday with the Eddie 
Irvine’s Jordan-Hart that 
somersaulted the Williams 
into a gravel pit. 

The 24-year-old Briton 
said he and his crew worked 
into the evening on the car’s 
rnew setup until “we thought. 
, r we were within shouting dis- 
tance” of Ferrari’s best time. 

Hill docked the best time 
in Saturday morning’s prac- 
tice and then was fust out of 
the pits for qualifying. He 
gradually unproved bis time 
Before douds formed over 
Estoril. 

A victory Sunday would 
move hill within one point of 
Schumacher with three races 
remaining on the Formula 
One calendar. Schumacher is 
serving the second of his two- 
race suspension for ignoring a 
black flag at Silverstone ear- 
lier this season. 

Although Berger is third in 
the points standings, he is 43 
points behind Schumacher 
and cannot win the title. 
However, he is trying to de- 
monstrate Ferrari is returning 
to competitiveness this sea- 
son after four years without a 
victory. 

He won the German 
Grand Prix in July after tak- 
ing the pole and Alesi won 
the pole for the Italian Grand 
Prix two weeks ago. 



Hie Wfflrams-Renauit driven by B ritish Damo n BBS is thm g 
in the air after hitting Eddie Irvine’s Jordan Hart during tbe 


first practice for the Portuguese Grand Prix in Estoril 
Friday (AFP photo) 


A1 Hussein, A1 Wihdat lead in 
first division soccer tourney 


By a Jordan Tones 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A1 Hussein 
and A] Wihdat clubs re- 
mained in the lead of the 
Jordan Soccer Federation 
first division league cham- 

J iionship after defeating A1 
eel and A] Qacfisseh re- 
spectively. Although both 
teams have eight points af- 
ter the conclusion of the ' 
fourth week of competi- 
tion, AI Hussein beat AI 
Jeel 2-1 in a match held at 
Irbid stadium. AI Hussein's 
goals were scored by 
Mnneeb Gharaibeh and 
Fayez Yousef. 

AI Wihdat also defeated 
AI Qadissieh 1-0 Friday. 
Jamal Mahmoud scored AI 
Wihdat's goal. 

Irbid’s Kafr Soom Club 
fell from second to fourth 
place after being crushed 
by AI Ramtha 4-0 in a 
match held in Irbid. 


Mnwwafaq Abo Hudeib 
scored two goals for AI . 
Ramtha, which climbed to 
third place, and his col- 
leagues Hussein AI Sha- 
naineh and Badran AJ Sfaa- 
qran each scored one goal. 

In another match, AI 
Faisali overcame eighth- 
placed AI Jazirch 2-1. Jam- 
al Abu Abed and Jiryis 
Tadros scored for AI Faisa- 
li and Amjad Abu 
Tu’aimeh scored AI 
Jazhish’s only goal. 

Also Thursday, AI Arabi 
defeated AI Kannel 2-1. 

AI Kannel opened scor- 
ing in the second half by its ’ 
striker Mahmoud Sulei- 
man, but A] Arabi’s play- 
ers fought hard to adjust 
the result, scoring two 
goals by Ahmad AI Kflani 
and Ayman AI Omari. 

The fourth week matches 
were opened Wednesday 
by a crushing victory of 4-0 
for Shabab AI Hussein over 
AI Ahli. 


FOR RENT 

Semi-detached villa furnished - Abdoun area, re- 
ception - dining room, kitchen, 3 bedrooms, 3 
bathrooms, heating. 

For more information call Tel.: 818317/816897 


THE AMERICAN COMMUNITY SCHOOL 

Will hold a bargain fair on Friday, September 
30, 1994 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 

[ Reserve a table now by calling the re- 
ceptionist at 813944/46 


A taste of Pakistan 


Ot 






Spices from Indo-Pak sub-continent tested 
through generations are now a phonecall away 
Authentic Pakistani food specially cooked by 
chefs flown in from Pakistan 
is available at Tel. 685322 




C’O’COti^ct Abdoun Circle 


Shabab AI Hussein’s three goals and Wa’el Katt- 
Maher Sarsour scored on * on ty onc - 


Standings after 4th week 


P W D L GF GA Pts. 

"1 4 15 2 8 

4 4 5 — 8 

4 2 2 — 8 3 6 

4 3 — 1 11 » 6 

4 2 1 1 8 3 5 

4 12 13 6 4 

4 1 1 2 7 9 3 

4 1 1 2 3 4 3 

4 1 1 2 3 8 3 

4 — 1 3 3 8 1 

4 — 1 3 4 10 1 
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FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 
IN UM UTHAINA 

Consisting of 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, L-shaped 1 
salon and dining room, central heating, telephone, 
deluxe tumiture, new building. Suitable for diplomat. 

Please call tel. 820259 


SUPER DELUXE APARTMENT 
FOR RENT IN ABDOUN 

1. Fully-ftjmished, 4 bedrooms, ground floor apartment. 

2. Fully-furnished studio of one room. 

please call: 826527 or 863117 


FOR SALE 

Fully-equipped office, big and luxurious 
furniture. 

Those interested, please call Tel No 
602231/602239 


SHARBAIN’S BOOKSHOP 

We are proud to announce the renovation of our 
premises on Rainbow St. (First Circle). You will 
find a wide selection of classics, novels, chil- 
dren’s books, bestsellers, books on the Middle 
East, biographies & travel, art & design etc 
We also have a limited selection of 19th Century 
original DAVID ROBERTS engravings, old | 
maps, and some unique views of the Holy 
Land, Jerusalem, Syria. Turkey and Lebanon., 
Sharbain’s Bookshop 

First Circle / 

j . Rainbow St - Tel- 638709 j 

VILLA FOR RENT j 

Villa, super deluxe in Tla' AI Ali District 
1000 metre total area of land, 380 square metri 
bldg., 4 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, large living rood 
guest room, dining, kitchen, large terrace etc f 
Furniture is not complete. '| 

Contact Khalld at Tel. No. 775376 
for Information and address. I 

i 

FURNISHED HOUSE TO LET 

8th Circle area, 400m 2 , 4 bedrooms 4 baih 
rooms, dining room, 2 guest rooms IKrinn r odn 
TV room, maid room with bath oak kitr^S^’ 
storage room, 3 verandas cent'raM^nri d 
tel. lines, sat. dish, 2 d^ble garaaef SJ 
basement. Rent for 2 years 9 9 ’ 40( f ri 

Contact, Mr. Yaseen tel. 665159 (8 a.m. - 2 pm.) 






Sports 



Japan hopes diplomacy 
will resolve sports row 


TOKYO (R) — Japanese 
Prime Minister Tomiichi 
Murayama said Saturday 
Tokyo was seeking to resolve 
a row over a visit to Japan by 
a top official from Taiwan 
through diplomatic efforts. 

Japan has granted a visa to 
Taiwan Vice Premier Hsu Li- 
Teta to allow him to attend 
the Hiroshima Asian Games 
due to start Oct. 2. 

The move provoked strong 
objections from China, which 
sees Taiwan as a constituent, 
if rebellious, province. 

Murayama told reporters 
that Foreign Minister Yohei 
Kono had contacted the 
Chinese government to try to 
persuade Beijing to drop its 
opposition to HSU’s visit. 

‘1 think Foreign Minister 
Kono is making contact. We 
will make some efforts.” he 
was quoted as saying by 
Kyodo news service. 

Taiwan has said HSU 
would attend the Hiroshima 
Games to promote Taiwan’s 
bid to host the 2002 Asian 
Gaines, the. Beijing rejects 
the claim, saying Taiwan has 
not yet been selected as a 
candidate city. 

Chinese Olympic Commit- 
tee chief Wei Jizhong sent a 
telegramme to Hiroshima 
Games organiser Takayoshi 
Fukusbima urging Japan to 
go back on its decision to 
grant a visa. 

Wei said he met Olympic 
Council of Asia chief Sheikh 
Fahad A1 Ahmad in Kuwait 
and quoted him as opposing 
the issuance of an Asian 
Games identification card to 
HSU. 

A spokesman with tbe 
Hiroshima Games said they 
were currently trying to con- 
tact the head of the Olympic 
Council of Asia in Kuwait to 
talk to him directly about the 
matter. 

“We are trying to reach 
Kuwait to try to confirm what 
the latest situation is, any 
new developments would 
have to come after that,” he 


“■4 ences" if it fails to keep HSU 

China, sporting the largest out. 
delegation, has raised the A record 7,300 athletes 
spectre of a boycott if HSU and officials from 42 nations 
attends and has warned are due to take part in the 
Japan of “grave consequ- Hiroshima Games. 

Palestinians pull out of games 

JERUSALEM (AFP) — The Palestinians have been 
forced to withdraw from what would have been their first 
appearance in the Asian Games for lack of money, an 
official told AFP. 

However a small delegation of administrators expect to 
make the trip to Hiroshima, Japan, for the event from Oct. 
1-16, said the official from the youth and sports “ministry” 
in the Palestinian self-rule authority. 

The football team hoped to take part and the draw for 
the games was altered at the last minute to accommodate 
them. 

S . Korea hopes to beat 
Japan in medal race 


SEOUL, South Korea (AP) 
— South Korea hopes to beat 
Japan in the race for medals a 
next month’s Asian Games 
but harbours little hope of 
besting powerhouse China, 
officials said Friday. 

"We are no match for the 
Chinese, but we will try Hard 
to beat the Japanese/' said 
Kim Chong-Duk, a per- 
formance analyst with the 
South Korean delegation. 

South Korea, which placed 
second after China in the 
1986 and 1990 games, hopes 
to win 60 to 68 of the -337 gold 
. medals at stake in Hiroshima. 
In the Beijing games in 1990, 
it earned 54 golds. 

The South will have a 756- 
member delegation, includ- 
ing 579 athletes, and compete 
in all but two of the 34 sports 
during the Oct. 2-16 games. 
It will not field teams in 
kar2te and kabaddi. 

Team officials said they are 
looking to sweep the golds in 
archery, and also perform 
well in shooting and weight- 
lifting. 


GOREN BREDGE 


* A K 5 

EAST 

12 4 J 10 9 


North East. South West 

1 0 Pass 1 9 Pass 

2 NT Pass 4 v Pans 

Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Four of 4 

Before playing to the first trick, 
check to see if there is more than 
one line for your contract- If you 
can't combine them, choose the line 
with the best chance. 

The bidding is not without inter- 
est. Once North showed a balanced 
hand with 19-20 point*. South de- 
cided to play in the suit game — at no 
trump the South hand might not 
produce a single trick. A direct four 
hearts was correct— to first bid 


'■ West led the four of clubs, giving 
the defenders a tempo in their effort 
to develop a club trick- There were 
four possible loser?— two in spades 


spade toward the queen. If East has 
the king, and that will be the case 50 
percent of the time, the spade losers 


Is that the best line? Not by’ a 
long shot. The seven missing dia- 
monds will break 4-3 just about 62 
percent of the time. In addition, you 
can set up the queen or diamonds if 
either defender holds A K bare. 

To establish and use the long dia- 
. mond will take every one of dum- 
my's entries, bo lead a diamond from 
the table at trick two. Win the club 
return, ruff a diamonds cross to the 
queen of trumps and ruff another 
diamond. When both defenders fol- 
low-, you are home. Get to the board 
with the ace of trumps to niff anoth- 
er diamond, draw the outstanding 
trump and cross to the ace of spades 
to take a discard on the good dia- 
mond. Incidentally, if a defender 
shows out on the second tramp, fail 
back on finding the king of spades 
with East, because you will exhaust 
yourself of trumps the other way 
and not be able to enjoy the fifth 


The new addition of ka- 
rate, «a traditional Japanese 
martial art, and the advan- 
tage of competing in their 
home country could streng- 
then Japan's chances. 

“A margin of two or three 
gold medals will decide the 
race,” Kim said. 

South Korea’s standing 
could also depend on how it 
fares against five former 
Soviet republics in Central 
Asia — Kazakhstan. Uzbe- 
kistan. Tadzhikistan, Kir- 
ghizstan and Turkmenistan 
— which will join the Asian 
Gaines for the first time this 
year. 

The newcomers are strong 
competitors in wrestling and 
boxing, in which South Korea 
has previously earned many 
gold medals. 

Officials here believe that a 
good South Korean perform- 
ance in Hiroshima might help 
Pusan, the nation's second- 
largest city, win the right to 
. host the 20G2 games. Other 
bidders are Jakarta and 
Taipei. 

Skah 

wins 

World 

Half 

Marathon 

OSLO (AFP) — Morocco’s 
Kbaiid Skah won the World 
Half Marathon championship 
here Saturday in 1 hour 27 
seconds, ahead of Mexico’s 
Silva and Brazil’s Ronaldo da 
Costa. 

The 10,000m Olympic 
champion was just outside 
Kenyan Paul Tergat’s world 
best performance of the year 
of 1:00.13. 

“I thought I could go under 
the one hour mark today,” 
said Skah, who is married to 
a Norwegian. "But I did not 
want to force the pace and 
(Skah and Silva) decided to 
stay together to please the 
public with a dose finish.” 

Skah, 27, and Silva, 26, ran 
the final kilometres of the 
21.0975km event in friendly 
.mood on a course which be- 
gan outside Bislett, but 
finished in the famous sta- 
dium. 
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Pacemaking 

Maroof 

springs 

Ascot 

shock 

ASCOT. England (R) — 
Maroof, the 66-1 outsider, 
sprang one of the biggest 
shocks in British horse racing 
for years when making all the 
running to win the Group 
One Queen Elizabeth II 
Stakes Saturday. 

Ridden by Richard Hills, 
Maroof was seen by many as 
pacemaker for the better fan- 
cied Mehthaaf, the mount of 
Willie Carson. 

But trainer Robert Arm- 
strong insisted Maroof was in 
the race on his own merits 
and so it proved, the four- 
year-old holding off 11-1 
chance Barathea by one and 
a quarter lengths. 

French-trained Bigstone, 
ridden by Frankie Dettori, 
was a further length away in 
third place. 

The mile (1.6 km) race was 
among the most hotly con- 
tested Group One event in 
Europe in years. Between 
them eight of the nine run- 
ners had won 16 Group One 
races, including six classics. 

Racing experts had given 
realistic chances to all eight 
but none considered the 
ninth runner, Maroof, whose 
record before Saturday read 
just three wins from 12 races, 
ail below Group One stan- 
dard. 

Sheikh Harridan's manager 
Angus Gold admitted to 
being "a bit stunned,” but 
added: "Robert Armstrong 
has always loved Maroof and 
.the horse has been unlucky 
! this year.” 

Maroof led by about two 
lengths into the straight 
where it was thought the colt 
would be quickly swalled up. 

But when Distant View, 
the 2-1 favourite, threw down 
his challenge with 300 metres 
left, Pat Eddery’s mount was 
quickly repulsed. 

Barathea, ridden by 
Michael Kinane, and 10-1 
chance Bigstone then 
emerged from tbe pack, but 
Maroof galloped on resolute- 
ly to send bookmakers home 
the happiest of men. 


Qatar wins marathon event at the 5th 
International Arabian Horse Home Show 

By Rana Husseini 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Obeid 
Gbadeer of the United 
Arab Emirates won the 
first place in the marathon 
event closing the five-day 
International Arabian 
Horse Home Show held at 
the Royal Stables. 

Ghadeer crossed the 43- 
kilometre race on “Rahal” i 
in 1.43.41. Amer Thamer j 
of Iraq came in second on 
“Jenbid” in 2.04.28. Un- * 

ited Arab Emirates Ali ^ 

Ammery on “Nawasi” 
placed third with 2.06.47. 

In the junior competi- 
tion, Faisal Shardoum on 
"Tibers” won first place 
covering 22 kilometres in 
51.56 minutes. The second 
place went to Ghaith Sa’eh 

on "Karo," clocking 55.29 His Majesty King Hussein Friday presents the amuses the crowd daring the Middle E; 

minutes and the third place first place prize to Zedd Sharab »n th* musical Championship (Photos by Rsna Husseini) 

went to Sat an Kharabsheh chairs championship. Below, one of tbe horses 

on "Su ad . _ 



Muwaaer and ended at 
Amra Castle in the desert. 
More than 40 horses com- 
peted in the competition 
that lasted seven hours. 

Her Royal Highness 
Princess Iman Bint A1 Hus- 
sein Friday clinched the 
first place in the jumping 
championship, followed by 
Zaid Sharab. In the “spoor, 
and egg” and the "kangar- 
oo" competitions Nadine 
Abu Jaber came in fust in 
both competitions and 
Princess Iman was in 
second also in the two 
events. 

The “musical chair com- 
petition,” was won by Zeid 
Sharab and Abcer Khatib 
was second. 

Only Jordan and Qatar 
participated in the Middle 
East Championship for 
Beauty Friday. Qatar’s 
“Amada Mai aha” clinched 
first place while “Kama- 
sia,” also of Qatar, came in 
second.. 

In the senior male cham- 
pionship, Jordanian horses 
dominated the show. Jor- 
dan’s “Skidsly” and 
"Zowar,” won first and 
second places respectively. 

As for the senior women 




TSfe 




competition. Qatar's 
“ampiraT* won the first 
place and Jordanian horse 
"Ziadeh” placed second. 

The supreme male com- 
petition was won by 
“Jerash” and "Freenage” 
of Jordan. 

In the mare produced 
groups, "Amperla,” won 
first place, followed by 
‘‘Amada Malaha" of 
Qatar. And in tbe Sire Pro- 
duce groups "Skidsly” won 
first place and "Jerash” 
came in second. 

In the junior Liberty 
Championships, 'Inho 
Angoli” won the first 
place. The second place 


Jordan won first place, and 
“Fahel Tarika” came in 
second. 

On Thursday Jordanian 
horses dominated the 
shows in the male and 
female competitions. 

Jordanian horses main- 
tained their domination 
throughout foe day by win- 
ning the junior and adv- 
anced competition. Their 
Majesties King Hussein 
and Queen Noor Friday 
attended pan of the activi- 
ties, then distributed 
trophies to the winners. 


The five day event sa’ 
more than 170 horses fror 
nine countries including 
Syria, Iraq, Palestine 
Qatar, the United Ara 
Emirates. France. Britair 
the United States and Joi . 
dan, compering in the fift 
International Arabia 
Horse Home Show. 

The show which wa 
organised by the Rove 
Jordanian Arabian Hors 
Association, headed b 
Her Royal Highness Prin 
cess Alia, aimed at expos 
ing Arab culture and tradi 
tior.s and to demonstrat 
the endurance of .Arabia 
horses. 


Russia defeats Germany to reach Davis Cup 


HAMBURG., Germany 
(AP) — Russia reached the 
Davis Cup final for the first 
time when Yevgeny Kafelni- 
kov and Andrei Olhovskiy 
won Saturday’s doubles to 
give their team an unbeatable 
3-0 over defending champion 
Germany. 

The Russians beat the Ger- 
man pair of Michael Stich 
‘and Karsten Braasch 6-4, 7-6 
(7-1), 3-6, 6-7 (3-7), 10-8. 
ending the hopes of the 
three-time champion. 

Kafelnikov and Olhovskiy 
wasted a match point in the 
fourth set, and saved three in 
the fifth before winning in 
three hours, 39 minutes. 

Sunday's reverse singles 
cannot change the outcome 
of the best-of-five series. 

Russia had never advanced 
past the first round of the 
Davis Cup since it joined the 
94-year-old competition in 
1962, then as the Soviet Un- 


Germany lost at home for 
the first time since the 3-2 
defeat by Sweden in the 1985 
final. 

In December’s final, Rus- 
sia will meet the winner of 
the other semifinal between 
the United States and 
Sweden. 

"I think we can even win 
the cup," Russian captain 
.Vadim Borisov said. 

Kafelnikov beat Bemd 
Karbacher and Alexander 
Volkov upset Sticfr Friday to 
put Russia 2-0 ahead after the 
opening day. 

Stich decided to play Satur- 
day although he had received 
a death threat late Thursday 
and appeared listless during 
his loss to Volkov. 

Organisers stepped up 
security by bringing more 
bodyguards to the Rothen- 
baum arena, bodyguards also 
shadowed Stich's wife Jessi- 

Germany needed to win 


Saturday’s doubles to stay 
ajive and the German pair 
broke for a 2-1 lead on Kafel- 
nikov's serve. 

But the Russians broke 
right back and took control of 
the match. With Stich serv- 
ing, the Germans saved one 
set point, but the Russians 
clinched the set when 
Braasch hit a forehand into 
the net. 

There were no breaks in 
the second set and the Rus- 
sians swept the tiebreak 7-3. 

The match turned late in 
the third set. The Germans 
gained two break points on 
Kafelnikov's serve. Braasch 
scored with a volley and the 
Germans broke for a 5-3 
lead. Stich served out the set, 
which ended with Olhovskiy 
hitting a forehand long. 

The Germans appeared 
headed to level the score 
when they broke Olhovskiy 


break points but Stich set up 
the third with a lob and 
Kafelnikov's backhand volley 
attempt ended in tho net. 

The Russians broke right 
back, again on Stich's serve, 
with Kafelnikov hitting a bril- 
liant backhand diagonal shot 
that even escaped Stich's 
great reach. 

With Braasch serving ro 
keep Germany’s hopes of de- 
fending the cup alive, the 
Russians gained a match 
point when Braasch hit a wild 
smash into the stands. But 
Braasch saved with an ace 
and then produced two ser- 
vice winners to force a tieb- 
reak. 

And the Germans sur- 
vived, winning the tiebreak 
7-3 and sending the match 
into the decisive fifth set. 

The Russians immediately 
broke Braasch 's serve when 
the German sent a volley 
wide and took command of 


the fifth set. They saved thn 
break points in the four 
game. 

But the Germans were n 
finished. They broke Olhov 
fciy’s serve to level 4-4.. 

From then on it was ; 
even battle until the 16 
game, when the Russians h: 
to save three match poim 
on Olhovskiv’s serve. 

“If you don’t use yo- 
opportunities, you lose 
Kafelnikov said. 

With Braasch serving 
the next game, Olhovsk 
converted Russia's thii 
break point with a volley 
give his team a 9-8 lead. 

Kafelnikov served for. t? 
match and faced a bre: 
point, but Braasch sent 
weak volley attempt into ti 
net. A service winner gs' 
Russia its second match poi 
and Kafelnikov thundered 
serve that Braasch return* 
into the net. 


GULF AIR STYLE 


THE 


Gulf Air flies nonstop from Amman to the Gulf with a host of 


3 Bombay. Delhi. Trivandrum, 


Madras, Colombo, Dhaka and Karachi. Winch ever class \ 


travel, you'll fly in comfort and style, enjoying o 
hospitality. Come fly with us and discover the 


*! 

GULEAiR .! 



Cinema Tel.: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 

Cinema Tel.: 699238 

PLAZA 

Cinema Tel . : 677420 

CONCORD 

Tel.: 618274 - 618275 

AMMOUN THEATRE 

Tel.: 675571 

Nabil AS Mashlni Theatre 

L 

A 1 

V 

CARLITO’S WAY 

Shows: 12:30. 3 JO. 6:15. 8:30. 10:45 

Thnrsday, Friday S? Sunday for 
cbSdren. 

The Care Bears 
at 11:00 a.m. 

Frank Whaley & Natalya Negoda 

Back In The USSR 

Shows: 12:30, 3:15. 6:15. 8:30. 10:30 

CONCORD “1” 
SLEEP WALKERS 

Show,: 12:30. 3:30, 6:00, 8:15, 10:30 

CONCORD “2” 
PHILADELPHIA 

Shows: 3:15, 5:15 

Cinema and Theatre 

Presents the political comedy: 
Legal Evening Entertainment 

Starring: Abeer Issa, Daoud Jalajel, 
Hassan Al Shaer and Mahmoud 
Abu Gharib- 

For reservation call tei: 618274-618275 

Today & Everyday 

Abu Awwad in social com- 
edy 

"PUNCTURED 

BAG” 


Nabil & Hisham's Tc!.: 62515: 

AHLAN THEATRE 

Presents: 

The political satire: 

AS Salam Ya Safasm 

Daily at 8;3G p.m. 
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Algiers 
to free 
Madani, 
Belhadj 


ALGIERS (AFP) — Alge- 
rian authorities have prom- 
ised to release shortly two 
, leaders of the banned Islamic 
■ Salvation Front (FIS) onder 
i house arrest, their former co- 
detainees said in an interview 
' published Saturday. 

FIS President Abassi 
Madani and Vice-President 
Ali Belhadj have been held 
-under house arrest since 
~ Sept. 13, when the author- 
ities freed them from prison 
Sin a bid to promote talks on 
lending an extremist Muslim 
rebellion in the country. 

‘ They were serving long sent- 
ences for endangering nation- 
al security. 

Three other FIS officials 
held with them but released 
unconditionally told the satir- 
ical weekly AI Waj’h A1 
- Akhar; “We asked the (Alge- 
' rian) leadership for the (two 
„ men’s) period under house 
arrest not to be long, and 
they promised it wouldn’t 


The three — Kamel Guem- 
mazi, Abdul Kader Omar 
■and Nou red dine Chigara — 
added that they themselves 
agreed to leave prison only 
after receiving this assurance 
and that they expected “the 
^liberation of all (FIS) de~ 
. tainees.” 

A leader of the Islamic 
Message (MMI-Haras), 
Ahmad Kerfah, said he 
found Mr. Madani and Mr. 
Belhadj in “good health and 
spirits” during a recent visit 
with them. 

Mr. Kerfah, who said the 
pair met with party leaders 
and other politicians every 
Wednesday, added that Mr. 
Madani and Mr. Belhadj 
were "determined to find 
solutions to the country's 
problems" if three conditions 
were met. 

These were: “Rehabilita- 
tion of the FIS, total freedom 
of movement" for them- 
selves, and that the FIS’s 
consultative council be 
allowed to meet “with all its 
members." 

Rabah Kebir, bead of the 
party’s leadership in exile, 
|said FIS and its leaders “are 
now convinced of the need to. 
Iwork towards finding a solu- 
tion" to the Algerian crisis. 


Yeltsin in Britain 


en route to U.S. 


BRIZE NORTON, England 
(AP) — President Boris Yelt- 
sin, heading for America with 
an appeal to get down to 
business, was greeted as an 
old friend Saturday by Prime 
Minister John Major. 

Mr. Major, who met Mr. 


and unpredictable taxes. 

Mr. Yeltsin swept aside 
such complaints. Russia 
wants to do business, he in- 
sisted. 

“We’re ready," he said. 
“We have prepared the leg- 
islative base, we have pre- 


Yeltsin at the Royal Air pared the projects, we have 
Force Base at Brize Norton, the raw materials. We’re 
90 kilometres northwest of ready." 

London, said tbe two leaders He ticked off a list of areas 
planned tO discuss a range of for investment, including the 
issues Saturday and Sunday, oil and gas industry, space. 


“We also intend to spend 


ourselves,” said Mr. Major, 
how invited Mr. Yeltsin to be 
the first Russian leader to 
stay at Chequers, the prime 
minister’s official country 


auto and aircraft manufactur- 
ing, pipelines and recon- 
structing nuclear power 
plants. 

The Russian leader said it 
was time for the United 
States and Russia to meet on 
equal footing. “We have to 
Mr. Yeltsin said relations level out our relationship — 
with Britain were harmo- and agree upon this with the 
nious and “I do not recall a American side," he said- 
single serious issue where we “We have to become equal.” 
are not in agreement.” Mr. Yeltsin will stop in 

“The time has come to Seattle on his way home and 
compare notes.- We have tour a Boeing facility, 
signed quite a number of Although the president has 
agreements and taken part in a heavy schedule of political 
talks. Now we need this opor- and business meetings, he 
tunity to compare whether and his wife, Naina, plan to 
we are going in the right make time for a yacht outing 
direction," said Mr. Yeltsin, and a visit with an American 
speaking in Russian. family in Seattle. 

Before Mr. Yeltsin’s de- Mr. Major said he and Mr. 
GSSH’oSSSS r°- e,ea Yeltsinmtended to spemi 
time relaxing as well as Isold- 
mg working sessions. 

“We will discuss long and 
short term issues — but we 



his arrival on Saturday at an air force base outside London 
(AFP photo) 


Karasin said the talks would 
be “studiedly informal." 

Looking forward to his 
arrival in the United States 
on Sunday, Mr. Yeltsin said 
he will be seeking allies in 
corporate America. 

“Investments are needed," i 

Mr. Yeltsin told reporter 

Saturday before leavingMos- Umted S nmn< ’ sal “ “ 


do intend to spend some time 
enjoying ourselves,” he sa J. 

Officials said the two lead- 
ers would discuss several in- 


Turkey 
pursues 
PKK rebels 


cow. 

Mr. Yeltsin and President 
Bill Ginton will each address 
the U.N. General Assembly 
on Monday. 

Mr. Yeltsin then goes to 
Washington for a round of 
summit meetings that will in- 
clude Russian and American 

isiness leaders. 

“Our partnership isn't very 
pragmatic for Russia. It's 
more talk — and even some- 
times pressure,” Mr. Yeltsin 
complained. 

Looking tan and rested af- 
ter his vacation in southern 
Russia, Mr. Yeltsin said Rus- 
sia and the United States 
have to switch their part- 
nership, especially in the eco- 
nomic sphere ... onto a 
pragmatic track.” 

American officials and 
business people complain 
that investing in Russia is 
risky because of organised 
crime, conflicting legislation 


United States proposal to lift 
the arms embargo against the 
Bosnian Muslims, which both 
London and Moscow oppose. 

Russia has “categorically" 
rejected the proposal, while 
Britain is more circumspect. 


intending to abstain if there is 
a vote on the issue in the 
U.N. Security Council. 

The first round of talks on 
Saturday afternoon were on 
bilateral relations and the up- 
coming visit to Russia by 
Britain’s Queen Elizabeth U, 
from Oct. 17 to 20, the first 
visit to Russia by a British 
monarch. 

The two leaders also dis- 
cussed “the general situation 
in Russia and the future of 
economic reform there,” a 
British government spokes- 


According to a Downing 
Street spokeswoman, Mr. 
Yeltsin told Mr. Major that 


TUNCELI, Turkey (R) — 
Turkish aircraft blasted crags 
of the Munzur mountain 
jhain on Saturday on the 
•bird day of an offensive 
garnst an estimated 3,000 
separatist Kurdish guerrillas 
in the eastern province of 
Tunceli. 

Military officials in the re- 
gion said Turkish troops kil- 


led nine Kurdish Labour 
Party., (PKK) rebels on Fri- 
day night during a battle with 
a group of about 150 rebels in 
Kutuderesi region. 

As aircraft bombed the 
Munzur mountains and 
Kutuderesi ravine, a deeply- 
carved valley extending for 
nearly 40 kilometres and sur- 
rounded by forests, about 
5,000 mountain commandos 
moved through the region. 


known as a centre for training 
PKK fighters, officials said. 

They said they believed 
guerrilla leader Semdin Sakik 
was among the group with 
whom soldiers had clashed in 
Kutuderesi. 

Mr. Sakik. a seasoned 
veteran of the 10-year-old 
guerrilla fight in the south- 
east Turkey, was recently 
named PKK commander of a 
“northern area" of five pro- 
vinces including Tunceli. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Qadhafi proposes Arab summit to UAE Ames exposed 34 secret U.S. agents 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
President Sheikh Zayed Ben Sultan Al Nahayan on 
Saturday received a letter from Libyan leader Muammar 
Qadhafi proposing an Arab summit, the official news 
agency Warn reported. The agency said Libyan Oil 
Minister Abdullah Al Badri handed over the letter on 
.“Libya’s call for a summit to unify Arab ranks, to clear the 
atmosphere and achieve a . reconciliation among the 
brothers.” It did not say whether Sheikh Zayed accepted 
the proposal for the summit, which would be the first since 
Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait in August 1990. Mr. Badri, 
-current president of the Organisation of Petroleum Export- 
ing Countries, arrived in the UAE on Friday on the first leg 
of a regional tour. He is also to visit Saudi Arabia and other 
Gulf states to discuss oil issues. 


WASHINGTON (AP) — An investigation by the Central 
Intelligence Agency’s (CIA) inspector general has con- 
cluded that confessed spy Aldrich H. Ames identified more 
than 34 secret U.S. and allied agents to the Soviet Union 
over a. nine-year period, the Washington Post reported 
Saturday. Quoting unnamed sources it said were familiar 
with a 400-page classified draft, the newspaper said Mr. 
Ames, a veteran counter-intelligence officer, also exposed 


.Bentson to visit Saudi Arabia 


a total of 55 clandestine U.S. and allied operations to the 
Soviets _ — about double the number previously admitted. 
CIA Director James Woolsey was scheduled to brief key 
members of Congress next week on tbe report, which was 
prepared under the direction of Frederick P. Hitz, the 
agency’s inspector general. The report, according to the 
Post, blames the “almost complete indifference of senior 
CIA supervisors” who from 1986 failed to put “adequate 
resources" into searching for a So viet mole in the agency. 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — U.S. Treasury Secretary Lloyd 
Bentson will visit Saudi Arabia early next month to discuss 
■Riyadh’s cash problems and the price of oil, officials here 
said Friday. Mr. Bentsen will travel to the Saudi capital 


Palestinian killed in police car accident 


from Oct. 4 to 6 for talks with King Fahd, Oil Minister 
Hisham Nazir and Finance Minister Mohammad Ali Abul 
. Khail, the treasury officials said. The Saudis are major 
clients for the United States, with orders pending for 
delivery of nearly $30 billion worth of military equipment 
by the year 2004. They also have committed themselves to 
. buying $6 billion worth of aircraft from Boeing and 
-.McDonnell Douglas but want to delay payment because of 
- cash problems caused by falling oil prices. Mr. Bentson will 
‘ fly to Riyadh after participating in the annual meeting of 
-.the International Monetary Fund and World Bank in 
Madrid, preceded by an Oct. 1 meeting of finance ministers 
of the Group of Seven industrial powers. 


HEBRON (R) — A Palestinian was killed and another 
seriously hurt wfaen the car in which they were travelling 
was in collision with an Israeli police vehicle in the 
occupied West Bank, Palestinian sources said on Saturday. 
Both were members of the Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion’s Fateh movement. Fateh said in a leaflet a day of 
mourning would be observed in Idna village, west of 
Hebron, where the two men lived. The accident took place 
near Idna on Friday. An Israeli police spokesman said 
three Israeli policemen were injured in the accident. 


Cypriot president arrives in Syria 


Zhirinovsky holidaying in Tunisia 


■TUNIS (AFP) — Vladimir Zhirinovsky, the extreme- 
nationalist deputy of the Russian parliament and head of 
the Liberal Democrat Party in Russia, is on holiday in 
Tunisia where he arrived 13 days ago. sources said. An 
.independent Russian source said Mr. Zhirinovsky was to 
meet Tunisian President Zine Al Abidine Ben Ali Friday, 
but a presidential spokesman told AFP that the Tunisian 
president bad “had no contact" with the Russian politician. 
Mr. Zhirinovsky is staying at a hotel in Hammemet, a 
seaside resort 60 kilometres from Tunis, from where he was 
reported to have said he would travel to Libya to meet 
Libyan leader Muammar Qadhafi. At the Russian embassy 
in Tunis, a Russian diplomat was “sceptical" about these 
meetings. 


DAMASCUS (AFP) — Cypriot President Glafcos Gerides 
amywJ here Saturday on his first visit to Syria for talks with 
President Hafez Al Assad on bilateral ties and the Middle 
East peace process, diplomats said. Mr. Gerides was 
accompanied by his Foreign Minister Alecos Mikhailides 
on the thre^day visit, Syrian presidential spokesman 
Jib ran Kunyeh said. Cyprus and Syria have signed several 
cooperation accords, notably relating to security and the 
fight against crime and drugs. Cyprus aims to strengthen 
ties with its Middle East neighbours within the context of 
. israeli-Arab peace process. Mr. Gerides has made two 
pnvate visits to Israel, and Cyprus recently opened an 
embassy in the Jewish state. Israeli Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres became the first senior government official 
to visit Cyprus at the end of July. 


10 die in heavy rains in Algeria 


Iran’s Velayati leaves for New York 


NICOSIA (R) — Iranian Foreign Minister Ali Akbar 
Velayati left for New York on Saturday to take part in the 
annual meeting of the United Nations General Assembly. - 
The official Iranian news agency IRNA said Mr. Velayati 
will outline Iran’s stands on various international-issues and 
discuss major issues pertaining to the Islamic World as well 
as the "double-standard attitude of international bodies 
towards such issues." 


ALGIERS (AFP) — Heavy rains caused the deaths of 10 
people in western Algeria, officials told Algerian radio 
Saturday. Seven people were swept away in the Tiaret 
region, while two small girls were killed when their house 
collapsed late Friday in Medea. The tenth victim was 
electrocuted when a high tension cable came down in the 
department of Tissemilt. The rains followed several years 
marked by drought and caused material damage in the 
three departments, where about 100 families were reported 
to have been made homeless after their houses collapsed. 


Rights group accuses Egypt of 
curbing freedom of expression 


CAIRO (Agencies) — A 
western human rights group 
on Saturday accused Egypt of 
harassing and detaining jour- 
nalists and urged President 
Hosni Mubarak to halt any 
practice limiting freedom of 


The statement of the Hu- 
man Rights Watch-Middle 
East follows recent question- 
ing or detention of several 
journalists and lawyers re- 
lated to die government cam- 
paign to quell violence by 
radicals. 

The New York-based orga- 
nisation urged Mr. Mubarak 
in a letter to drop charges 
against an opposition news- 
paper editor and free the 
editor of a magazine advocat- 
ing peasants’ rights. 

Information Minister Saf- 
wat Al Sharif, who acts as the 
spokesman for the presi- ' 
dent’s office, could not be 
reached immediately for 
comment. Egypt's govern- 
ment often does not respond 
publicly to complaints by hu- 
man groups. 

The group’s letter noted 
that Egypt is a party to the 
International Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights, 


information critical of the 
state,” the letter added. 

“The recent actions taken 
by Egyptian security and pro- 
secutorial authorities are 
clear violations of the right of 
free expression," it said. It 
added there was no justifica- 
tion for the government ac- 


which guarantees freedom of 
expression. 

"Editors and journalists 
continue to be targeted by 
the security apparatus and 
detained and interrogated 
solely because they have ar- 
ticulated views or published 


tion “on the basis of national 
security Or public order." 

Tbe letter urged dropping 
charges against Mustafa Bak- 
ri, chief editor of the Liberal 
Party daily .AI Ahrar who was 
detained and questioned ear- 
lier in the week. 

Security agents released 
Mr. Bakri on 5,000 Egyptian 
pounds ($1,500) bail after 
accusing him of publishing 
false articles in exchange for 
money from Iraq. Mr. Bakri 
can still be tried if the pro- 
secutor finds sufficient evi- 
dence against him. 

Charges against Mr. Bakri 
included “disseminating false 
information and views en- 
couraging sympathy with ex- 
tremists" and publishing arti- 
cles “with the intent to 
threaten general security and 
Egypt’s relations with some 
Arab countries.’’ 

Human Rights Watch- 
Middle East also. condemned 
the arrest of Kamed Yassin, 
editor of the small magazine 
“Land — The Peasant’s 
Voice” and the confiscation 
of the magazine's latest 


Mr. Yassin has been de- 


tained since Sept, 
charges that be published an 
article criticising a recent 
government-backed confer- 
ence on Egypt’s future, die 
group’s letter said. 

Mr. Yassin was arrested 
and imprisoned over an arti- 
cle criticising “national dia- 
logue” between the ruling 
National Democratic Party 
and opposition parties at the 
be ginning of the year. 

The latest criticism follows 
a statement by London-based 
Amnesty International ear- 
lier in the week that also 
accused Egypt of jailing jour- 
nalists and pro-Islamic 
lawyers without justification. 

The statement from Hu- 
man Rights Watch-Middle 
East also complained that 
Egypt blocked distribution of 
the annual report of the Egy- 
pian Organisation of Human 
Rights, which is not recog- 
nised by the government as 
an official organisation. 

The Egyptian watchdog 
group has accused both the 
government and Islamic 
radicals of violating human 
rights in the 2 Vi-year cam- 
paign by militants to unseat 
the government and install 
Islamic rule. 

More than 410 people have 
died in the violence. Most of 
the victims have been police 
or militants, but government 
officials, Christians, bystan- 
ders and five foreign tourists 
also have been killed. 


Rocket kills 10 teachers in Kabul 


In eastern Algeria, heavy rains also caused material 
damage but there were no casualties. Algerian radio said. 


KABUL (Agencies) — A 
rocket slammed into Kabul 
University on Saturday, and 
hospital officials said 10 
teachers were killed and 
several wounded. 

The university, already 
pockmarked by rockets and 
its classrooms strewn with 
broken glass' opened last 
month after being dosed for 
two years by incessant fight- 
ing between the factions who . 
rule the Afghan capital. 

“It's very bad,” said 
Mohammad Zahir, a teacher 
who took some of his wound- 
ed colleagues to a nearby 
hospital. “We just don’t 
know what to do.” 

It was not dear who fired 
the deadly missile. 

Students had stayed home 
Saturday because of renewed 
fighting in the western suburb 
of Kabul, near the university. 

The two small groups, 
d aiming to represent Afgha- 


nistan's minority Shiite Mus- 
lims, began fighting nine days 


ago. 


Since then more than 1,100 
people have been wounded 
and as many as 350 people 
killed, according to tbe Inter- 
national Red Cross. 

Insurgents, once revered as 
saviours for throwing out the Iranian Ambassador Ghu- 
communists in 1992, turned l 3 ™ ^ eza Hadoddi was said 
their weapons on each other ^b^car^dng^ rness^ge from 
in savage battles for power. rr “ 1 * “ ~ 


mediation between the war- 
ring Harakat-e-Islami and 
Hezb-e-Wahdat factions. 

“The Iranian ambassador 
asked us for a ceasefire so he 
could go to west Kabul to talk 
to Mazari,” a Harakat 
spokesman said. 


According to the Red 
Cross, 4,500 people have 
been killed in Kabul since the 
beginning of the year. 

The city is in ruins and an 
estimated 750,000 people 
have fled, many of them liv- 
ing in refugee camps outside 
the eastern city .of Jalalabad. 

Truce halts bloodshed 
in Kabul 


Tehran for Wahdat leader 
Abdul Ali Mazari, who 
started a simultaneous fight 
with Harakat and a rival 
Wahdat leader 11 days ago. 


The temporary ceasefire 
was arranged for the morn- 
ing, but was generally 
observed into the early after- 
noon. 


Earlier, a temporary cease- 
fire was called for to facilitate 


There is no word yet on 
agreement for permanent 
cessation of tbe figh mg be- 
tween Harakat a:.d Mr. 
Mazari’s Wahdat faction. 


Claes looks set for NATO job 


BRUSSELS (R) — Belgia_ 
Foreign Minister Willy Oaes 
is assured of becoming the 
next North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation (NATO) 
secretary-general after his 
only rivals for the job either 
gave up or lost crucial sup- 
port. alliance sources said on 
Saturday. 

They said Norway’s en- 
dorsement of Mr. Gaes took 
aH remaining suspense out of 
the diplomatic manouevering 


tions - further. 

Norway's second I" this week’s national 
announcement that it was elections, Mr. EUemann- 
backing Mr. Claes deprived Jensen missed out oh his 
the only known aspirant to .Ambition of becoming Danish 
the post, former Danish prime minister, but his 
hordgn Minister Ulle opposition Liberal Partv 
fciiemann-Jensen, of a key scored well. 

'Sit on Satur- 

Ellemann-Jensen con- day, the Liberal Party linani- 


to fill the chair left vacant 
when Germany's Manfred 
Woemer died from cancer 
last month. 

“Now it’s a one-horse race. 
There is no realistic chance at 
this stage .that it can be any- 


finned only on Friday that he mously reelected Mr" 
j® Ellemann-Jensen as its leader. 
^ ’ Mr Ellemann-Jensen told 


J won the Danish 


ssia^SS 


ilidariiy behind M. . 
fcUemann-Jensen would have 
been a bare minimum condi- 
tion for him to try to make 


' said 


one other than 'Claes, 1 
one source. 

Norway announced on Fri- 
day night it was not propos- 
ing former Foreign Minister 
Thorvald Stoltenberg for the 
job because he lacked sup- 
port among NATO’s 16 na- 


thing special” 

would stay in Danish politics 
rather that seek another 
Inroads TtoT support SST “ - he did 
amassed by Mr. Oaes ST%! ofNAmT* j °^ 
cent weeks. • A \° source Mid he 

Mr. Ellemann-Jensen who nn ,h„ Sin S le 

_ Frida y was rating his new^dS fo*? ° f ” me 



Gorbachev gets 

pension rise 


MOSCOW (R) — MSkhafl 
Gorbachev’s monthly state 
pension has jumped from 


4,000 roubles to 760,000 rou- 
bles a month but it’s not quite 
the fortune it sounds. The 
former Soviet president’s 
paycheque will now buv $315 
.instead of $1.66. A decree pub- 
lished in tbe official Rossiis- 
kaya Graze ta Friday raised 
Mr. Gorbachev’s pension to 
40 times the state minimum 
of 19,000 roubles a month, 
Tbe Commonwealth of Inde- 
pendent States which rose 


out of the ashes of the Soviet 
Union awarded him a pen- 
sion of 4,000 roubles a month 
in December 1991. Then ft 
was worth $44, at the time* 
considerable sum. But it was 
not indexed and inflation and 
dramatic increases in real 
prices have slashed its buying 
power. In reality the former 
Kremlin leader is supported 
by tiie Gorbachev Founda- 
tion, which has numerous 
sources of funds, including 
Western institutions. He lives 
in comfort outside Moscow 
and can afford to travel 
abroad regularly. 


Doctor charged 
after 

hysterectomy 

killsfoetus 

LONDON (R) — A British 
gynaeocologist will facew 
trial after he performed a 
hysterectomy and removed a 
11-weck-old foetus from the 
womb of a woman who had 
been told she could never had 
children. Reginald Dixon was 
charged under a 130-year-old 
law with carrying out an un- 
lawful abortion on Barbara 
Whiten in March. 1993, the 
Crown Prosecution Service 
said Friday. He will appear 
before magistrates in Man- 
sfield, central England, oo 
Nov. 16. Ms. Whiten, 35, had 
been trying to have chflcfapn 
for many years but agreed to 
a hysterectomy to relieve 
pain in her womb after doc- 
tors told her she was infertile. 
She said she was unaware she 
was pieplant when she en- 
tered hospital for the opera- 
tion. After the operation. Dr. 
Dixon told her he had re- 
moved a male, 11-week-old 
foetus. Ms. Whiten had 
warned police she would 
launch a private criminal prb- 
sepition against Dr. Dixon if 
criminal charges were not 
brought. Local police investi- 
gated tbe case before pasting 
its file to the Crown Prosecu- 
tion Service, which has tbe 
final say in controversial 
cases. Dr. Dixon will 
charged under the offences 
against the person act, passed 
in 1861. t 

Duke, Duchess of 
York tipped for 
reconciliation' 


LONDON (AFP) — The 
Duke and Duchess of York 
may be heading for a recon- 
ciliation, according tp her 
father Major. Ronald Fergu- 
son, the Daily Mail reported 
Saturday. He told the paper 
his daug hter Sarah wanted 
to return to her estranged 
husband. Prince Andrew, 
second son of Queen Eli- 
zabeth n. "If die outtidfe 
world could see them' 
together they would fail to 
understand how they ran be 
apart... I believe Sarah does 
love Andrew and he’d have 
her back tomorrow," he was 
quoted as saying. However, 
he added: “But she’s con- 
cerned that he isn’t strong 
enough to stand up for her in 
the -face of opposition from 
the people at the palace and 
possibly from other members 
of the family, though not tile 
guee.n._ According to the mn> 
J°r, Prince Andrew has made 
it clear that “the door would 
always be open for Sarah J 
Royal watchers have specu- 
lated for mouths about a 
reunion between the York*, 
but her friends have always 
insisted the couple remain 


just on good terms. 

Prince Edward 
pays low-key 
visit to S. Africa 


chances as slim, has not so far s>enpS? d,date secret aiy- 
commenterf ^’ “11 xr”.™ seneral emerging before 


commented on the Norwe- Tiioofev fJ ne F8 , P8 before 
gian derision, but Dafotii ^ dosing ^ for 

news media on Saturday said n? S’ and he wold 
it decreased his chances even name gath "ri„g sj p p ,rise . 


JOHANNESBURG (A#P) 
~ Prince Edward, third ion 
of Britain’s Queen Elizabeth 
H, paid a low-key visit to 
South Africa Friday and situr- 
aay. the British High Com- 
mission said. A high commis- 
('“tasty) spokesman 
told the domestic news agen- 
cy that the prince’s visftvras 
connected with the arts, but 
would give no further details. . 
The queen’s daughter. Prin- 
cess Anne, is due to pay an 

Official vfdt kt. 


7 wuc ra P*y 80 
official visit in November, 
while the monarch is expected 
early next year. 
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